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Grace Lutheran Church
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March 29, 2026     9:30 a.m. 

PALM SUNDAY    

The Rev. Wayne Shelor, Interim Pastor
Tedd Didden, Minister of Music
Lynn Fasick, Office Administrator
Jessica Moran, Stepping Stones Director
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work.

Prelude:  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                               J. Wayne Kerr

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
ACCLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11

P. The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
 Look, your king is coming to you,
  humble and mounted on a donkey,
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

P. The gospel of the Lord.  C. Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS 
P. The Lord be with you.    C. And also with you.  

P. Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these branches and those who carry them.  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  The Palms                                     Jean-Baptiste Faure

1. O’er all the way green palms and blossoms gay
Are strewn this day, in festal preparation.
Where Jesus comes to wipe our tears away
E’en now the throng to welcome him prepare.  (chorus)

2. His word goes forth, and people by its might 
Once more regain freedom from degradation.  
Humanity doth give to each his right, 
While those in darkness are restored to light.  (chorus)

3. Sing and rejoice, O blest Jerusalem, 
Of all thy sons sing the emancipation. 
Thro’ boundless love, the Christ of Bethlehem
Brings faith and hope to thee forevermore.  (chorus)

Chorus:
Join all and sing, His name declare, Let every voice resound with acclamation.  Hosanna! Praise to the Lord!  Bless Him who cometh to bring us salvation.

Prayer of the Day
P. As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, together let us pray.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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 4The Lord GOD has given me
  the tongue of a teacher,
 that I may know how to sustain
  the weary with a word.
 Morning by morning he wakens—
  wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
  and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.
 6I gave my back to those who struck me,
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
 I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
 7The Lord GOD helps me;
  therefore I have not been disgraced;
 therefore I have set my face like flint,
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
  8he who vindicates me is near.
 Who will contend with me?
  Let us stand up together.
 Who are my adversaries?
  Let them confront me.
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
  who will declare me guilty?
Word of God, word of life.  C. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 31:9-16
 9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
 10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
 11 I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;
  when they see me in the street they avoid me.
 12 Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
  I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
 14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
  I have said, “You are my God.
 15 My times are in your hand;
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
 16 Let your face shine upon your servant;
  save me in your steadfast love.” 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

P. Word of God, word of life.  C. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	
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GOSPEL: Matthew 26:14-25

P. The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 26th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

14 One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

  17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.
  20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve disciples, 21 and while they were eating he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.”

P. The gospel of the Lord.  C. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon:  Pastor Wayne

HYMN OF THE DAY:  My Song Is Love Unknown                           ELW 343

THE CREED
A. Together with our siblings around the globe let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS 
[bookmark: _Hlk129725410]A. To the petition “Hear us, O God, ” please respond “Your mercy is great.”

GREETING OF THE PEACE 

A. The peace of Christ is with you always.  C. And also with you. 
     Please share this peace with one another.
Please be seated.

OFFERING     The ushers will pass the offering plates at this time.  

Music at the Offering:  Hosanna to the Son of David                      David Halls

OFFERTORY				                                            ELW Setting 3
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OFFERING PRAYER
A. Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk129725078][image: Free Holy Communion Images Black And White, Download Free Clip Art, Free Clip  Art on Clipart Library]GREAT THANKSGIVING	
P. The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
  [image: A sheet music with text and symbols
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. 
Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again.




LORD’S PRAYER
P. Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P. Loving God, we join you at this table trusting in your abundant mercy. Grant that we, here in this room or in distant places, may know the peace and joy of your ever-abiding presence.  Amen.

Please be seated. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216253479]LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION
We gather together at the Lord’s table, where our Lord welcomes all. If you have received communion anywhere before, you are welcome at this table, please come! At the usher’s direction, come forward to the chancel (filling in from your left) to receive the bread (gluten free is available) from the Pastor.  The Assisting Minister will then offer you a cup from the tray (red is wine, white is grape juice). A second helper has a basket for your empty cup, then return to your seat. 

COMMUNION HYMN:  My Faith Looks Up to Thee                       ELW 759

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Let us pray.  O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand.

[bookmark: _Hlk216253501]BLESSING
P. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with his favor and give you his peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

SENDING HYMN:  All Glory, Laud and Honor                              ELW 344

[bookmark: _Hlk129725043]DISMISSAL
A. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Postlude:  Fantasia on “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”          Craig A. Penfield


Copyrights and permissions
Used with permission under OneLicense A-739245 (includes podcasting) 
and CCLI #21382258 and 21382265:  Liturgical texts and music reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SA-S025662. 



Serving today – Thank You!! 
Preacher and Presider:  Rev. Wayne Shelor		
Assisting Minister:  Dave Kunkel
Lector:  Tami Sarm
Minister of Music:  Tedd Didden
Ushers:  Jeff Krout and Kay Stone
Acolyte:  Usher
Altar Guild:  Wendy Walter and Emily Woltmann
Altar Flower Prep:  Emily Woltmann
Coffee Hour:  Don Capanear
Council Offering & Lockup:  Dan Sarm
Video Team: Harold Schaefer, Dan & Tami Sarm
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Thursday, April 2nd
Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:30 pm
Friday, April 3rd
Good Friday Worship, 
7:30 pm
Easter Sunday Worship, 9:30 am
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Grace Lutheran Church
40 N. Main St., Hatfield, PA  19440
215-855-4676
Pastor: revwrshelor@gmail.com
 Office: graceassistant40@gmail.com
    Stepping Stones: steppingstonesoffice@verizon.net
                              		         215-368-2052
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Join us at Grace!

Palm Sunday, April 13 at 8 & 10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, April 18 at 12 noon and 7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday April 20:

Easter Brunch from 9:15-1015 a.m.,
Festival of the Resurrection, 8 & 10:30 a.m.
gracelutheranhatfield.org
215-855-4676
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