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Prelude: Open the Eyes of My Heart Paul Baloche
Lou Marucei, Cathy Farrell, Dan Sarm, Harold Schaefer

A. Welcome Pastor John Hansen
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Joy To The World, verse 2 ELW 267

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P. In the name of the Father,

and of the " Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249



GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day  (Unison)

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: Lord I Lift Your Name on High ELW 857

WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2'The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6'The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
7'The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.



8'The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9'They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
¢ Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
7In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13

*Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. > May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ¢ so that together you may with one voice



glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumecised on behalf
of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
ancestors ? and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”;
10and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
Tand again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

“All God’s Children’s Time” Annette Dittman

Please stand.
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Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

P. The gospel of our Lord, according to Matthew, the 3t chapter.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”

*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
tood was locusts and wild honey. > Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, ¢and they were baptized by him in the
River Jordan, confessing their sins.

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ?and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 1Y Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire.

11T baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 2 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.”

P. The gospel of the Lord. C. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon: Pastor John Hansen

HYMN of the DAY: Hark the Glad Sound ELW 239



THE CREED
A. Together with our siblings around the globe let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
A. To the petition “God of grace,” please respond “Hear our prayer.”

GREETING OF THE PEACE

A. The peace of Christ is with you always. C. And also with you.
Please share this peace with one another.

Please be seated.

OFFERING  The ushers will pass the offering plates at this time.

Music at the Offering: Christmas Offering Paul Baloche
Lon Marucci, Cathy Farrell, Dan Sarm, Harold Schaefer



OFFERTORY ELW Setting 3
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

A. Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P. Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world
in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ has risen.
Christ will come again.



LORD’S PRAYER
P. Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P. Loving God, we join you at this table trusting in your abundant mercy. Grant that
we, here in this room or in distant places, may know the peace and joy of your ever-

abiding presence. Amen.

Please be seated,

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN: My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759

Please stand.

TABLE BLESSING
P. May the body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you forever in His
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

P. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with his favor and give you his peace. In
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding ELW 246
DISMISSAL

A. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Prepare the Way, O Zion Paul Manz

Pastor Wayne will be in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays. His email is
revwrshelor(@gmail.com and his cell number is 571.550.3229.
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Serving today — Thank You!!

Preacher and Presider, Rev. John Hansen
Assisting Minister: Jaime Kaler

Lector: Beth Krout

Minister of Music: Tedd Didden

Ushers: Jeff Krout and Kay Deussing

Altar Guild: Kay Stone, Tami Sarm, Wendy Walter
Acolyte: Usher

Coffee Hour: Cathy Farrell

Altar Flower Prep: Kay Stone

Council Offering & Lockup: TBD

Video Team: Harold Schaefer, Dan & Tami Sarm

Everyone is invited to come and join in decorating the sanctuary
for Christmas immediately following our service TODAY,
December 7. Many hands make light work and if we get a nice-
sized group to do this we can get it done quickly. We will have
coffee, hot chocolate and sweet treats to give you energy for
Help Us “Spruce” : . : . '
Upthe Churcr  hanging ornaments. Please join us in making our church

beautiful to celebrate Christ's birth.

Grace Lutheran Church
40 N. Main St., Hatfield, PA 19440
215-855-4676
Pastor: revwrshelor@gemail.com
Office: graceassistant40@email.com

Stepping Stones: steppingstonesoffice@yverizon.net
215-368-2052
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