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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude:  We Know That Christ Is Raised                         by Brenda Portman  
                                                                                                                   (1982- ) 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
         
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN:  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing           ELW 807 
 
Call to Worship 

P: In a world that is often harsh and punishing  
C: we seek the freedom of forgiveness;  
P: in a world that trusts the power of violence,  
C: we are drawn by the promise of Love;  
P: from the confines of a fearful and skeptical world,  
C:  Our souls turn in faith towards the Good, towards God.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Hymn of Praise:  Don’t be Afraid 
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GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    C. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P.  O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy 
set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading:  Galatians 3:23-29 
23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the 

law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our 

disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that 

faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you 

are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in 

Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  C. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 22:19-28 (read) 
 

19 But you, O LORD, be not far away; 
  O my help, hasten to my aid. 

 20 Deliver me from the sword, 
  my life from the power of the dog. 

 21 Save me from the lion’s mouth! 
  From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me. 

 22 I will declare your name to my people; 
  in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.  

 23 You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 

 24 For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither 
is the LORD’s face hidden from them; 
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  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 

 25 From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

 26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!  

 27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 

 28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations.  
 
“All God’s Children’s Time”                                                      Pastor Littleton 
 

Please stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         ELW Setting 6   

       
 
Gospel:  Luke 8:26-39 
 

P. The gospel of our Lord, according to Luke, the 8th chapter.  
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26 Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is 

opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons 
met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but 

in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top 
of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 

you, do not torment me”—29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come 
out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and 
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the 

demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 
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“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them 
to go back into the abyss. 

  32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons 

begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the 
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

  34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city 

and in the country. 35 Then people came out to see what had happened, and when 
they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at 

the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who 
had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been 

healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and 

returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with 

him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much 
God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much 
Jesus had done for him. 
 

P. The gospel of the Lord.    C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon:  Jesus has the power to transform crazy                      Pastor Littleton 
 

HYMN of the DAY:  In Christ There is No East or West                  ELW 650 
   

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  

To the petition “God of grace,” please respond: “Hear our prayer.” 
 

GREETING OF THE PEACE  

P. The peace of Christ be with you always.  C. And also with you.  
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 

The ushers will pass the offering plates at this time.   
 

Music at the Offering:  Prayer (1926)                                       by Igor Stravinsky   
                                                                                                               (1882–1971) 
 

OFFERTORY                                                ELW Setting 3  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A. Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P. The Lord be with you.   
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts.   
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY         

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C. Christ has died. 
     Christ is risen. 
     Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 
 

Please be seated.  
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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Communion Hymn:  Blessed Assurance                                             ELW 638 
 

Please stand.  
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  We Know That Christ is Raised and Dies No More 
                                                                                                            ELW 449 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:  March                                                                        by Ethel Smyth  
                                                                                                            (1858-1944) 
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Serving today – Thank You!! 
Preacher and Presider, Rev. Dr. Littleton 
Minister of Music, Susanna Faust 
Lector:  Cathy Farrell 
Ushers:  Diane Ball & Bob Smyrl 
Communion Assistant:  Cathy Farrell 
Altar Guild:  Sue Wieland 
Acolyte: Usher 
Altar Flower Prep: Emily Woltmann 
Coffee Hour:  Ken Seiler 
Council Offering & Lockup:  Dave Kunkel 
Video Team: Harold Schaefer, Dan & Tami Sarm 
 
 

Copyrights and Permissions 
 

Used with permission under OneLicense A-739245 (includes podcasting) and CCLI 
#21382258 and 21382265: 
"We Know that Christ Is Raised" by Brenda Portman (1982- ) © Augsburg Fortress 2022  
Prayer (1926) by Igor Stravinsky (1882–1971) public domain 
March by Ethel Smyth (1858-1944) public domain 
Liturgical texts and music reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies 
License #SA-S025662.  

 

 

PASTORAL CARE:  For urgent prayer needs, illnesses or 

hospitalizations, convey these to Pastor Dee Littleton by email or 
text at drdee3@gmail.com or 610-213-9725. 
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