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Dear Grace Lutheran Church,

Info. from Pr. Littleton
Greetings! Giving to God
| am writing to introduce myself. Beginning on June 3™ | will be the ) .

. . Pastor’s Retirement

transitional pastor at Grace. | look forward to getting to know you and
thinking about ministry, life, and faith with you. | understand from the Sunday School & VBS
Synod’s perspective that | am to hold space over the summer months for Q & A Meeting
you to discern together the next steps for you at Grace. Minister of Music

So, now a bit about me. The most essential part of me is that | am a
child of God, claimed by the Grace of God in the waters of baptism to be
his beloved child. Itry to live and lean into my faith every single day. My

Serving Schedule
Stepping Stones

\lmmmmhhwwwww._\

faith became very important to me shortly after my confirmation at St Calendar
John’s Lutheran Church in Mayfair. | felt the call to ministry at 14 when WELCA
my childhood pastor announced that the Lutheran Church had just voted Picnics
to ordain women. |am unsure what the pastor thought about that, EEC Food Cupboard
especially since | was not even allowed to be an acolyte, since that was a .
Prayer List

task reserved for the boys.

| went to Eastern College, where | studied Sociology and Social Work and graduated with a BSW. My education
at this small Christian college confused me because it taught that whatever | do in life can be seen as ministry.
| began to question whether | should go into social work or go on to the Seminary. As you probably guessed,
the Seminary won out. | graduated with an M.A.R. in Pastoral Counseling and also received my MDiv.

| was ordained on May 1, 1983, and | served two congregations in Delaware County: St Paul’s Lansdowne for
almost five years and Trinity, Havertown, for 32 years. | retired (hahaha!) in 2022 and moved to Shannondell,
Audubon PA.

After taking a couple of months off, | began serving as the Bridge Pastor at Centennial Lutheran Church in
Kimberton. That was to be less than a year, but | ended up being there for three years. That work ended when
they happily called a pastor.

| am bi-vocational. | am also a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. | have had a small private practice for
over 30 years, and | have been the Director of Clergy Training at the Council for Relationships in Philadelphia
since 2020. The agency's founder, Dr. Emily Mudd, believed Clergy should be trained along with mental health
professionals since she believed clergy would be the first line of defense for people seeking help. So, our
training program for clergy and therapists has been around since 1932. | supervise clinical interns, and | teach
classes for clergy and therapists. | run an educational program at the Council helping clergy think systemically
(relationally) about their work with the congregation. | love the program; it is rich and diverse. This year, | am
working with a group of rabbis, and | am having a blast learning from our Jewish siblings.
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My husband, Joseph, went home to be with the Lord in March 2019. | have two stepdaughters, Rachel and
Leah. | have six grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. | love movies and the theater. | also like to read
and talk about important things with my friends.

| look forward to meeting you as we worship the Lord together at Grace at 9:15 am beginning June 8.

Blessings and Joys,
Pastor Littleton

Ministry Team Spotlight — June, 2025: Giving to God

The Giving to God Team meets several times throughout the year.
Formerly known as the Stewardship Team, the task of this team is to
promote biblical stewardship, fostering a culture of generosity of the
gifts that we have been given. While you mainly hear from us during
October, we work behind the scenes to plan and prepare in many ways.
Minis'l'r During the course of the year, we review and recommend a recipient for
. the Grateful Grace Gift. This year, we were appreciative of all who
Team SPO‘nghl’ contributed to this fund, which allowed us to present a check in the
amount of $1,500.00 to Faith Tabernacle House of Prayer in
Norristown! In addition, we are responsible for the ordering, labeling, and distributing the offering
envelopes.
The team has also been working on ways to promote the idea of a regular forum series in the
fellowship hall for the community and seeks other Grace members who would like to collaborate on
this. Ideas that have been discussed would be to invite professionals to discuss topics such as ‘senior
scams’, traffic and safety issues, tips on using cell phones safely and productively. Other suggestions
for series are planned giving (estate planning, assembling your will), a repeat of a ‘Dave Ramsey’ type
series that was done in the past, or financial planning for college. All of these forums would be open
to the public. If anyone is interested in collaborating on one of these topics, or have any other ideas,
please let us know!
In October, you usually hear us talk about ways of using our gifts of our “time, talents, and treasures.’
This year we are going to change our ‘routine’ and challenge you to focus on other types of ‘spiritual’
gifts that we have and how we use them. Each month, starting in June, we are going to feature a
‘spiritual’ gift that we have — and invite you to think about what these gifts mean to you and your
faith! Over the next few months, we will be talking about the gifts of Resilience, Vision, Hospitality,
and Generosity. In October, we will celebrate all of our Ministry Teams and the work that they do as
a reflection of God’s love. Look around for bulletin inserts, bulletin boards and presentations! Our
goal is to make the idea of stewardship fun!
Please feel free to share any ideas that you might have with our team members. We would greatly
appreciate your input and collaboration.

U

Ken Seiler, Chair
Jaime Snyder
Wendy Walter



QL.
O%r MStOV fg : 0 0 : Make plans to share Pastor Raabe’s last day with us

on Sunday, June 1 at 9:15am. Rev. Karen Sease,
Assistant to the Bishop for Congregations for the
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA, will
be leading a liturgy of farewell with the participation
of four Grace members. A brunch will follow at 10:30
a.m. Please come, greet her family, and wish Pastor
Raabe well as she begins her retirement.

Please note that we have moved to our summer worship schedule of 9:15 a.m.
through Labor Day.

Save the date! We will hold our first informational Question and Answer meeting
concerning 'What's Next' on Sunday, June 8th immediately after the 9:15 a.m. service. Details
are in the letter you received in the mail.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP UPDATE

Attention Grace Families: Sunday School will continue in the summer.
uTh | invite you all to join me!

\Garoup Grace will be partnering with other area churches for
Vacation Bible School this year. Join us on July 28-31 for a
"Road Trip - On the go with God” at Little Zion Church in Franconia.
Volunteers are needed and Little Zion Church does not require background
checks for volunteers. Check registration details by following the link:
https://bit.ly/Roadtrip2025

Thanks, Annette

>

™ Cokedbuny Kids

R0AD TRIP

3  ONTHE GO WITH GOD o)

From our Minister of Music:

Handbells and Handchimes

On Sunday May 11, we initiated an opportunity for children to participate in worship every week using smaller
handchimes for the children's safety during the Agnus Dei. It echoes the handbells played by adults at the
Sanctus, which began on Transfiguration Sunday, rested during Lent, resumed on Easter Sunday, and has
continued whenever handbell players are present in worship throughout the season of Easter. It is a simple
and rewarding opportunity for folks who don't read music to participate by playing instruments during
worship. Handchimes and handbells enhance the sensory experience for everyone during the singing of the
Sanctus and Agnus Dei. Anyone wishing to join in this joyous celebration of communion is welcome to come
to me, Harold, or Tami for more details. Susanna
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June 2025 Serving Schedule

Date Altar Guild | Communion | Lector Acolyte Ushers Coffee Hour
Assistant

6/01/25

9:15 am S. Wieland K. Stawasz C. Farrell Usher J. Krout & N/A

K. Deussing

6/08/25
Pentecost Olivia R. Smyrl & Cathy

9:15 am S. Wieland J. Kaler B. Hess Plawa D. Capanear Farrell
6/15/25
Holy Trinity Walter Walter Ken

9:15 am S. Wieland D. Kunkel Family Usher Family Seiler
6/22/25 D. Ball & Kay

9:15 am S. Wieland C. Farrell C. Farrell Usher R. Smyrl Stone
6/29/25 Slugg Slugg Don

9:15 am S. Wieland L. Boyer Family Usher Family Capanear

Council Offering/Lock-up for June 2025 is: TBD
Live Streaming: Harold Schaefer, Dan & Tami Sarm

STEPPING STONES

We are already looking at Summer! We start our month off with National Donut Day on 6/6 and can't wait to

invite dads in for another great year of Pretzels with Pop on 6/13 to celebrate Father's Day! June is always so

big around here as we look towards our Perky Penguins graduation day on 6/18 at 3:30 PM and then suddenly
it's time for summer, water play, and sunscreen galore! Stepping Stones will be closed on 6/19 in observation
of Juneteenth but otherwise we are here and ready to rock right into Summer!

Jessica Moran, Director

THE BREAD DROP schedule for June 2025 is: 6/3/25 Emily Woltmann; 6/10/25 Jess Moran;
6/17/25 Jess Moran; 6/24/25 Priscilla Landis



June 2025 Calendar

e The Jesus Love Church (formerly Central Philadelphia) will be worshiping on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in

the Sanctuary and Friday night worship at 7:00 pm.
e Tues. are Bread Drop Sandwich Days. Donations are accepted from 8am-7pm.
e Yoga will resume in September !

SunJune 1, 2025 9:15am

10:30am

Tues June 3, 2025 7:00pm

Wed June 4, 2025 11:00am

Thurs June 5,2025 5:30pm
Sat June 7, 2025 11 -2:00pm
5-10:00pm

Sun June 8, 2025 9:15am

10:15am

Tues June 10,2025  7:00pm

7:00pm

Thurs June 12,2025 5:30pm

Sun June 15, 2025 9:15am

Mon June 16, 2025 7:00pm

Tues June 17,2025 7:00pm
Thurs June 19, 2025

5:30pm
Sun June 22, 2025 9:15am
Tues June 24,2025 7:00pm

Thurs June 26, 2025 5:30pm

SunJune 29,2025 9:15am
Mon, 6/30 — Thurs, 7/3

WELCA

Worship -- Pastor Raabe’s last Sunday

Pastor Raabe’s Retirement Brunch after worship in Fellowship Hall
Stitchers

WELCA Picnic

Thursday Soup Supper

Fellowship Hall Rental

Fellowship Hall Rental

Worship (Sunday School) - Pastor Littleton’s first Sunday
Info. and Question & Answer Meeting (call process)
Property Team Meeting

Worship & Music Team Meeting

Thursday Soup Supper

Worship (Sunday School) -- Happy Fathers’ Day !
Stepping Stones Committee Meeting, in person
Council Meeting, Zoom option

Stepping Stones closed for the Juneteenth holiday
Thursday Soup Supper

Worship (Sunday School)
INreach Meeting
Thursday Soup Supper

Worship (Sunday School)
Lynn off for vacation all week

Ladies, it’s hard to believe that June is just around the corner and our meetings are over until
September. Joyce and Tom Salter were nice enough to invite us to their house once again for our
annual picnic on June 4th at 11:00 am (51 N. Wayne Ave, Hatfield). Hope you will be able to come.

See you then, Barb

NOTE: Barb Hess, chair of the Memorials Committee, reports that memorial funds were recently used
to purchase and install a hot water heater in the kitchen and to upgrade the wireless sound system in
the sanctuary.



YOGA takes a break for the summer @

A Thank you to everyone who attended Yoga class. As always, we had a
great turnout every week. We will begin again in September. Details to
follow. We look forward to seeing you then. Questions - contact Kathy

;L— Stawasz 215-760-6297

Summer Wednesday Evening Picnics
It's once again time for our summer picnics! They give an opportunity for people to get together and
socialize while enjoying a delicious meal. Grace Summer Picnics will be held June 18th, July 16" and
August 20%™. Dinner will be served at 6:30 pm. Pot luck style so bring your favorite picnic dish to
share and a lawn chair or blanket. Events are rain or shine!! We are looking for hosts for the June
and July picnics, so please contact Lynn in the office at graceassistant40@gmail.com or Cathy Farrell
at cifarrell@comcast.net if you would like to host. Questions, please contact Cathy Farrell. Thank you!

froaedl A ¥ g

o EEC FOOD CUPBOARD

B < Food A message from Janet Hague: Attendance at the Emmanuel food cupboard has been

COHGCtiOD fluctuating, but we welcomed 87 families during last month. The Hatfield letter
carriers donated their Stamp Out Hunger donations to the two food cupboards in

Hatfield, helping us to replenish supplies. Thank you for your consistent help in ministering to our neighbors!

Some Current Needs:

Food items: Flour, Sugar, Ground Coffee, Tomato paste, Cooking Oil, Vinegar (Quart size), Salad Dressing,
Mayo, Ketchup

Household & Personal Care*: Shampoo & Conditioner (with caps securely taped on!), Toothbrushes,
Toothpaste, Baby Wipes (unscented)...Emmanuel is blessed to receive diapers from Mitzvah Circle.

Gift Cards: Grocery gift cards are always welcome and very helpful, especially ALDI & Giant!

Your non-perishable donations can be placed in our Grace narthex bins by the conference room and they will
be brought to the EEC when bins are full.

Upcoming distribution dates & times:
Tuesdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm: June 3, 17

Tuesdays 1-2 pm: June 10, 24
The food cupboard is open to all Hatfield borough residents, so please reach out if you, or someone you know,

would benefit from receiving supplemental food/household items. Messages for Janet Hague can be left at
215-855-2540; foodcupboard@yahoo.com.
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Prayer List

The full list is now published in Parish News, while the list in Grace Notes (weekly

newsletter) includes prayers only for Grace members and immediate family rather than

including extended family and friends. Please submit requests to Lynn Fasick at

graceassistant40@gmail.com, specify whether the need is “ongoing” or “current,” and
notify her if and when the name may be removed from the list. Thank you!

PRAYER LIST

Please let the office (Lynn) know if you would like someone added to
this list, or if someone you have added is no longer in need of urgent
prayers.

In Need of Ongoing Prayers: Liz Bauer, Suzanne Colville, Bob Kaler, Peggy Long,
Hazel Mascaro, Jerry Mascaro, Bob Rufe (Mary Jane Moyer’s brother), Joyce Salter, Nancy Sellers, Bailey
Vinson (Liz Bauer’s great-granddaughter), Nancy Dustman (Joyce Salter’s sister).

In Current Need of Prayers: Kristopher Yoder, Lisa Kane, Vickie West, Sandy Klinger, Peg Malloy, Daniel
Hopwood (Tom Hopwood’s son), John Renick, Joanne Moyer, Sheran Shenk (friend of Bruce & Peggy Schmidt),
Angelina (Mascaro) Trotter, Alice Ciarrocca (friend of Karen Heacock & Phyllis McKeefrey), Anita Spisak (Ken
Seiler’'s mom), Christopher Humlhanz (Jaime Snyder’s cousin), Betty Poling (June Detweiler’s sister), Regi
Gambino (friend of Lynn Plawa-Oxenford), Annette Beyer (friend of the Reillys), Joan Fonseca (B. Schmidt’s
cousin), Bob Rocheleau (Bruce Schmidt’s brother-in-law), Atticus Jones (Lynn & Mike Oxenford’s nephew), Connie
Plawa (Lynn’s sister-in-law), Priscilla (Shaffer) Hollerbach, Milford Lyndaker (friend of Karen Seiler), Chelsea
Mascaro (Hazel & Jerry’s granddaughter), Cheryl Nicholas (Tom Salter’s niece), Kathryn Shelly (Will Shaffer’s
mother-in-law), Tony Miller (Pastor Raabe’s cousin), Lisa Ronan (MacDonald’s neighbor), the Horowitz Family
(good friends of Mary Jane Moyer), Ed Muntz, Bridget Hopkins (friend of Don Capanear), Dawn Kownacki (friend
of Harold Schaefer), Jeff Hill (Sue Wieland’s nephew), Steve Johnsson and Morgan (friends of Beth Krout), Judi
McBain (friend of Linda Pribbernow), Nancy Rocheleau (Bruce Schmidt’s sister).

For all who grieve, including the family & friends of: Sally Muntz, Gerry Mason (Richard Badman’s son), Ann
Marie Heidgerd, Pat Ferkitich (friend of Nancy Sellers), Dee Mancuso.

For those in active duty military service: Jessica Murphy, Air Force; Matthew Smyrl, PA Army National Guard;
Cole Dempsey, Air Force (Laura Kratz’s grandson), Eric Gutsche, Army (Janice Swartz’s grandson).

For active military deployed overseas: Kyle Murphy, Air Force; Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National Guard.
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Grace Lutheran Church
40 North Main Street
Hatfield PA 19440-2905

GracelLutheranHatfield.org
Office Phone 215.855.4676
Lynn Fasick, Office Administrator

Graceassistant40@gmail.com

Annette Dittman, Director of Youth
Ministries

Susanna Faust, Minister of Music
Stepping Stones 215.368.2052

Jessica Moran, Director

Grace Lutheran Church
40 N. Main St.
Hatfield, PA 19440-2905

June 1% -- Pastor Raabe’s last Sunday
With Pastor Raabe’s Retirement Brunch after
worship in Fellowship Hall

June 4" -- WELCA Picnic

June 8t -- Pastor Littleton’s first Sunday
Info. and Question & Answer Meeting (call process) after
worship

June 19" - Stepping Stones closed for the Juneteenth holiday

View our website by scanning this code:
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