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Good Friday helps us to see that Easter is the day on which Christ conquered the devil using the very means by
which the devil had previously conquered the world and held it captive. The tree of the knowledge of good
and evil brought death; in the Genesis creation story Adam and Eve tasted its fruit and were sentenced to die.
The tree of the cross brings life, as we place ourselves at its foot beneath the Crucified God and receive the
incomparable gift of his life exchanged for ours. As the brilliant fourth century archbishop John Chrysostom
wrote, "That earlier death condemned those who were born after it; this second death gives life again to those

who were born before it."

With humble simplicity, Pope Francis expressed our gratitude for this gift of life shortly after he was elected in
2013. He was speaking of his favorite painting, Caravaggio’s "The Calling of Saint Matthew,” which depicts the
moment Jesus identifies Matthew as one who should follow him. Matthew sits in darkness at the far end of
the table, his head hung low and ill-gotten coins spread before him as Jesus points dramatically to him.
Referring to that downcast sinner, Francis said, "This is me, on whom the Lord has turned his gaze."

This is all of us, standing at the foot of the cross, amazed that even with all our sin and stumbling God’s grace
still comes to us. This is mercy. This is life.

Our time together these past four years has been rich and full. We now embrace a pattern of faithful worship
with a full liturgical service that draws from the best resources that have been handed down to us from
ancient and modern traditions. We have welcomed new staff members Annette Dittman and Susanna Faust
and the rich gifts of worship and leadership they bring. We have enjoyed the addition of visual images to our
services. Our Broad Street facade sports colorful banners and fresh landscaping. And our ministry teams are



working faithfully at full capacity, with the welcome addition of a new one, the Fellowship team. Yes, Grace
needs more fellowship!

The covenant | have made with the bishop specifies that, after June 1, | can no longer be a pastoral presence
for you, be involved in congregational dynamics, or do anything that would undermine the development of
your relationship with whoever succeeds me. This is always a very difficult and painful transition for departing
pastors and their congregations. But as you can imagine, it is necessary so that new relationships can be
formed with the leadership that will be coming to you.

What are my plans? | don’t have any yet because | want to be open to however the Spirit is calling me. Maybe
a bit of supply preaching. Continuing my involvement in affordable housing advocacy. Reading and writing,
including music. Starting a video series, “Hymns You Want to Know.” Reconnecting in person with friends in
other parts of the country. And most of all, as | said in my departure letter, spending time with family. | will be
popping out to the Twin Cities more often to see Gus (21 months) and showing up at our daughter’s house in
Blue Bell more regularly to see Callie (28 months). Bill will have to adjust to me being around a lot more. At the
very least that should mean more home cooking and less takeout.

At this writing Grace is in the early stages of conversations surrounding the pastoral transition. | hope you
know you are blessed with an outstanding Council of energetic and caring leaders. They will work with the
synod to ensure that you are well provided for. It is a tremendous blessing that our Office Administrator Lynn
Fasick is staying on. She will be the glue that holds everything together as your new life takes shape.

| hope you also realize that the future of this church lies with all of you. Your ongoing involvement, your
participation in worship, and your support of this congregation both financially and through volunteer
activities will be crucial in shaping your life to come. You are blessed with an airy, well-equipped facility and an
outstanding staff. But the church needs its people! Come to church. Attend Grace events and gatherings. This
is more important now than ever. If you have an idea for something you would like to do or an improvement
you can suggest speaking to a member of our Council or the executive committee. You know them: President
Tom Salter, Vice President Dave Kunkel, Secretary Cathy Farrell and Treasurer Bev Smith. You don’t have to do
whatever it is — just have the idea. And you can certainly come to me with your thoughts while | am still here.

God must have a purpose for this place. Otherwise, Grace Lutheran Church would not be strategically located
at the corner of Broad and Main. Otherwise, Grace could not have made it through 120 years and counting.
This building is highly visible to the community. Everyone knows where you are. Now it is time to let the
community know who you are.

Yours in Resurrection hope,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP UPDATE

é?(‘)ﬂp Attention Grace Families: Sunday School will continue in the summer. |invite you all to join me!
Also, Grace will be partnering with other area churches for Vacation Bible School this year. Join us
on July 28-31 for a "Road Trip - On the go with God” at Little Zion Church in Franconia. More information to
come. Thanks, Annette



SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Church Council has called a special Congregational Meeting on May 18th following the 10:30 service. Two

property maintenance issues will be considered:

1. Sealing and re-stripping the parking lot for a cost in excess of $14,000. This is past due, but necessary

maintenance.

2. Repairing the sidewalk along N. Main St., at a yet to be determined cost. These repairs are required by the
Borough before N. Main is repaved following the sewer work.

May 2025 Serving Schedule

Date Altar Guild | Communion | Lector Acolyte Ushers Coffee Hour
Assistant
5/04/25
Confirmation R. Smyrl
8:00 am J. Swartz K. Seiler P. Schmidt Usher & P. Schmidt The
10:30 am J. Kaler C. T.Sarm Usher J. Krout Seilers
MacDonald & K. Stawasz
5/11/25
8:00 am J. Swartz D. Kunkel The Seilers Usher The Seilers Don
10:30 am J. Kaler L. Boyer J. Shaffer Usher The Capanear
MacDonalds
5/18/25 D. Kunkel &
8:00 am J. Swartz G. Lockner G. Lockner Usher D. Capanear Pastor
10:30 am J. Kaler K. Stawasz K. Stawasz Usher J. Krout & Raabe
J. Kaler
5/25/25
Begin One
Service at K. Seiler & Cathy
9:15am J. Kaler K. Seiler K. Seiler Usher D. Kunkel Farrell

Council Offering/Lock-up for May 2025 is: 8:00 am, TBD; 10:30 am, J. Krout
Live Streaming: Harold Schaefer, Dan & Tami Sarm

THE BREAD DROP schedule for May 2025 is: 5/6/25 Laura Kratz; 5/13/25 Priscilla Landis;
5/20/25 Jessica Moran; 5/27/25 Jean Delmuto




May 2025 Calendar
e The Jesus Love Church (formerly Central Philadelphia) will be worshiping on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary and Friday night worship at 8:00 pm.
e Tues. are Bread Drop Sandwich Days. Donations are accepted from 8am-7pm.
e Wednesdays at 6:15 pm is Yoga in Fellowship Hall

Thurs May 1, 2025  5:30pm Thursday Soup Supper
Sun May 4, 2025 8:00am Worship -- Third Sunday of Easter
10:30am Worship, Confirmation Sunday
Tues May 6, 2025 7:00pm Stitchers
Wed May 7, 2025 10:00am Welca Meeting
Thurs May 8, 2025 5:30pm Thursday Soup Supper
Sun May 11, 2025 8:00am Worship -- Happy Mothers’ Day !
10:30am Worship (Sunday School)
Tues May 13,2025 7:00pm Property Team Meeting
7:00pm Worship & Music Team Meeting
Wed May 14, 2025  7:00pm Stepping Stones Committee Meeting, via Zoom

Thurs May 15,2025 5:30pm

Fri May 16, 2025 7:00pm
Sun May 18, 2025 8:00am
10:30am
11:30am

Tues May 20, 2025 7:00pm
Thurs May 22,2025 5:30pm

Thursday Soup Supper
Trivia Night Game Night

Worship

Worship, Baptism (Sunday School)
Congregational Meeting, Sanctuary
Council Meeting, Zoom option
Thursday Soup Supper

Sun May 25, 2025 9:15am BEGIN ONE Worship Service
Mon May 26, 2025 Office & Stepping Stones Closed for Memorial Day
Tues May 27,2025  7:00pm Giving in Service Meeting

Thurs May 29, 2025 5:30pm Thursday Soup Supper

STEPPING STONES

It doesn't feel like May is right around the corner but believe it or not we should have some more consistent
Spring for a little bit before Summer comes! This May we are looking forward to Teacher Appreciation Day on
May 6th as well as Mother's Day Tea on May 9th! The Montgomery County Association for the Blind will also
be coming out on 5/21 to do free vision testing for our students and, as always, our famous Pretzel Day will be
on 5/14. Stepping Stones will be closed on Monday, May 26th in honor of Memorial Day but we will be back
for the rest of the week and Pastor's last chapel on 5/28. Thanks, Pastor Raabe, for leading us in song, dance,
and prayer every Wednesday. | know all of our kiddos will miss you!

Jessica Moran, Director

WELCA
Ladies, our next Welca meeting will be May 7th at 10:00 am, with just a few things to discuss. | hope all you ladies had a
great Easter. Take care and stay healthy, Barb =



Rice Bowl 2025

The Giving in Service Team would like to thank the congregation for supporting our Rice Bowl project
during the Lenten Season. Our Rice Bowl offerings totaled $2328 as of Sunday, April 20th. Our gifts
will be shared with The Hatfield Food Cupboard at Emmanuel Evangelical Congregational Church,
Manna on Main Street in Lansdale, and the World Hunger Appeal through the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America. These special offerings will touch our neighbors in our communities as well as
those neighbors around the globe. Gifts to the Rice Bowl may be given at any time.

BOOKS FOR BABIES

April 6" to May 11*"(Mothers’ Day)

SPONSORED BY WELCA AT GRACE

Hatfield Community Christian Coalition

Supporting Mitzvah Circle’s Diaper Bag Project

Donate NEW and gently used hardback (cardboard) baby books to be added to every
baby diaper supply bag sent to families in crisis with babies still in diapers.

There is only one (1) book for every 300 families under the poverty line in America. Please help us to help
those in crisis. Questions: Contact Barb Watts at 215-362-6659

EEC FOOD CUPBOARD

Food
Collection Emmanuel's Food Cupboard continues to be very busy, both for distribution and in

preparation for distribution. Thank you for all the ways you help to alleviate the
immense challenges of our neighbors in need @@

Some Current Needs:

Food items: Cereal, Condiments (mustard, ketchup, mayonnaise), Baked Beans, Olives, Mushrooms,

Pasta Sauce

Household & Personal Care*: Shampoo & Conditioner (with caps securely taped on!),

Razors & Shaving Cream

Gift Cards: Grocery gift cards are always welcome and very helpful, especially ALDI & Giant!

Your non-perishable donations can be placed in our Grace narthex bins by the conference room and they will
be brought to EEC when bins are full.

Upcoming distribution dates & times:
Tuesdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm: May 6 & 20
Tuesdays 1-2 pm: May 13 & 27

The food cupboard is open to all Hatfield borough residents, so please reach out if you, or someone you know,
would benefit from receiving supplemental food/household items. Messages for Janet Hague can be left at
215-855-2540; foodcupboard@yahoo.com.
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COMMUNITY PRAYER NIGHT
Sunday, May 4, 2025 7:00 p.m.
Zion Mennonite Church
149 East Cherry Lane, Souderton, PA 18964

You are invited to join in the first monthly prayer service as we seek peace in a chaotic world.
We'll gather to pray for those impacted by actions beyond their control. As we ask our all-
powerful God to provide hope for fearful hearts, we’ll share God’s love for us and our
neighbors through singing, prayer and communion. All are welcome.

The June Community Prayer Night will be at Blooming Glen Mennonite Church, 713 Blooming Glen Rd.,
Blooming Glen, PA 18911. Date to be determined. Watch for additional Community Night of Prayer dates.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 11t

Honoring and remembering our mothers is a Grace Church Tradition. Carnations
honor our mothers, and White Carnations remember our mothers who are no longer with us.

The funds from the sale of the carnations are used to support Laurel House, a local women’s
shelter for those who are victims of domestic violence. Laurel House is a Montgomery County
organization that works to end domestic violence and provides housing and education for the
victims of domestic violence. Our gifts to this agency will help the women and their families in our
area. See the display in the narthex for order forms or use the form in this newsletter.

Orders are due by Sunday May 4"

An order form is included in this newsletter. Please put your order form in an envelope marked
Mother’s Day Carnations. Put it in the offering plate or the basket in the narthex. Orders may
also be mailed to the church office or placed in the mailbox outside the main entrance to Grace.

Prayer List

The full list is now published Parish News, while the list in Grace Notes (weekly newsletter)

includes prayers only for Grace members and immediate family rather than including

extended family and friends. Please submit requests to Lynn Fasick at

graceassistant40@gmail.com, specify whether the need is “ongoing” or “current, and notify
her if and when the name may be removed from the list. Thank you!

PRAYER LIST
Please let Pastor Raabe or Lynn know if you would like someone added to this
list, or if someone you have added is no longer in need of urgent prayers.

In Need of Ongoing Prayers: Liz Bauer, Suzanne Colville, Bob Kaler, Peggy Long,
Hazel Mascaro, Jerry Mascaro, Bob Rufe (Mary Jane Moyer’s brother), Joyce Salter,
Nancy Sellers, Bailey Vinson (Liz Bauer’s great-granddaughter), Nancy Dustman (Joyce Salter’s sister).

In Current Need of Prayers: Kristopher Yoder, Lisa Kane, Vickie West, Sandy Klinger, Peg Malloy, Daniel Hopwood
(Tom Hopwood’s son), John Renick, Joanne Moyer, Sheran Shenk (friend of Bruce & Peggy Schmidt), Angelina
(Mascaro) Trotter, Alice Ciarrocca (friend of Karen Heacock & Phyllis McKeefrey), Anita Spisak (Ken Seiler’s mom),
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Christopher Humlhanz (Jaime Snyder’s cousin), Betty Poling (June Detweiler’s sister), Regi Gambino (friend of Lynn
Plawa-Oxenford), Annette Beyer (friend of the Reillys), Joan Fonseca (B. Schmidt’s cousin), Bob Rocheleau (Bruce
Schmidt’s brother-in-law), Atticus Jones (Lynn & Mike Oxenford’s nephew), Connie Plawa (Lynn’s sister-in-law),
Priscilla (Shaffer) Hollerbach, Milford Lyndaker (friend of Karen Seiler), Chelsea Mascaro (Hazel & Jerry’s
granddaughter), Cheryl Nicholas (Tom Salter’s niece), Kathryn Shelly (Will Shaffer’s mother-in-law), Tony Miller
(Pastor Raabe’s cousin), Lisa Ronan (MacDonald’s neighbor), the Horowitz Family (good friends of Mary Jane Moyer),
Ed Muntz, Bridget Hopkins (friend of Don Capanear), Dawn Kownacki (friend of Harold Schaefer), Jeff Hill (Sue
Wieland’s nephew).

For all who grieve, including the family & friends of: Sally Muntz, Gerry Mason (Richard Badman’s son), Ann Marie
Heidgerd, Pat Ferkitich (friend of Nancy Sellers).

For those in active duty military service: Jessica Murphy, Air Force; Matthew Smyrl, PA Army National Guard; Cole
Dempsey, Air Force (Laura Kratz’s grandson), Eric Gutsche, Army (Janice Swartz’s grandson).
For active military deployed overseas: Kyle Murphy, Air Force; Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National Guard.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY IS MAY 4!

We are greatly blessed to be confirming Olivia Hercolini, Lincoln Kaler and Samantha Stone on
May 4 at the 10:30 service. They will each be reading their brief faith statements, and the families
will come forward for the laying on of hands as Olivia, Lincoln and Samantha confirm their faith in
Christ before God’s people. Thanks be to God for these lively, compassionate young people and
their love for the church!

Confirmation
i éumjﬂy
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Mother’s Day Carnations

Single Stem Carnation $2.50

Orders due by May 4t

Please place orders in the offering plate or display basket in the Narthex, mailed to
Grace Church or placed in the mailbox outside the main entrance of Grace.

YOUR NAME

White Carnations
(in memory of): Number ordered X $2.50 =

Pink Carnations
(in honor of): Number ordered X $2.50 =

TOTAL= $

__cash __ check
Checks should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church — memo carnations

Flowers may be taken home after either service on May 11th

PLEASE FILL IN:

In memory of:

FROM:

In honor of:

FROM:
Proceeds will benefit the mothers and children of Laurel House
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Grace Lutheran Church
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Hatfield, PA 19440-2905

May 4" at 10:30am, Worship, Confirmation Sunday

May 11t -- Happy Mothers’ Day !

May 16 -- Trivia Night Game Night

May 18 -- Congregational Meeting in the Sanctuary after 10:30
worship service

May 25 -- BEGIN ONE Worship Service at 9:15 am

May 26" -- Office & Stepping Stones Closed for Memorial Day
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