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The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians 
awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for 
the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: 
another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and meal. 

 

Prelude:  8:00 am, Watchman, Tell Us of The Night                     Mansfield 
10:30 am, People, Look East                                                setting E. Dykstra 
                 Ososo                                                       setting R. Rowland-Raybold 
 

Lighting of the Advent wreath:  Hope 
8 am:  The Weierman Family 
10:30 am:  The Slugg Family 

Please stand. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon.  Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P. God of mercy, 
C. we confess that we have sinned. 
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
P. God of might, 
C. we confess that we have sinned. 
We have turned away from our neighbors. 
We have trusted false promises. 
P. God in our midst, 
C. we confess that we have sinned. 
We plead: come to us. 
Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
P. A righteous branch springs forth: 
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.  Amen. 

 
GATHERING HYMN: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                            ELW 244 
 

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  C. And also with you.  
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to 
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C. Amen 

 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16  

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up 
for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
C. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 25:1-10 
 

 

 
 
1 To | you, O Lord, 
  I lift | up my soul. 

 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 

 3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 

 4 Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 

 5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
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  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 

 6 Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. R 

 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 
good- | ness, O Lord. 

 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 

 9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 

 10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 
you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 

for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Message                                                  Annette Dittman 
 

Please stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Listen for the Gospel!       All Creation Sings 972 
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Gospel: Luke 21:25-36                              Pew Bible p. 962 
 

P. The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 21st chapter.  
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel is read. 
P. The gospel of the Lord.     C. Praise to you, O Christ.   
  
Please be seated. 
 

Sermon:  The Light is Winning                             Pastor Nancy Raabe   
 

HYMN of the DAY:  Signs of Endings All Around us 
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PRAYERS  
To the petition “Lord, in your mercy,” please respond, “Receive our 
prayer.” 
 

GREETING OF THE PEACE  

P. The peace of Christ be with you always.  C. And also with you.  
Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING   

Please leave your gifts in the offering plates at the rear of the sanctuary. You may also 
use this QR code to give using your credit card, or text a gift to Grace at our special 
number, 844-613-0815. We rely on your gifts to sustain Grace and all its 
ministries. Forms for electronic giving are in the narthex or ask us for help.  
 
Music at the Offering: 
8:00 am, This Holy Feast                                        Lysberg/Arr. George Blake  
10:30 am, Choir, We Are Waiting for Jesus                                         J. Helgen 
 

Please stand.  
 

The offering is brought forward as the Offertory is sung. 
 
OFFERTORY: On Jordan’s Banks, stanzas 4 & 5       ELW 249 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A. Let us pray.   
Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, 
and you draw near to feed us. 
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 
Strengthen us with this food 
that we may live in expectation 
for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P. The Lord be with you.  C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts.  C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. 
        ….we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        ELW Setting 3 
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Holy one, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:… 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

P. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C. Christ has died. 
     Christ is risen. 
     Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven…. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
God feeds us with tender mercy. 
Come to the table. 
 
Please be seated.  
 
LAMB OF GOD       ELW Setting 3
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Music during communion: Come Now, O Prince of Peace                           ELW 247 
 

Please stand. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A. Generous God, 
we thank you for the gift of life, 
for the bread of salvation. 
We thank you for coming among us, 
for leading us into peace. 
We thank you for showering us with mercy, 
for sending us into the world. 
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 
as we feed the hungry in your name. 
C. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

Please stand.  
 

BENEDICTION 
God of endings and beginnings, 
God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  People, Look East                 ELW 248 
 

DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:  8:00 am, Shepherd’s Pipe                                                       Young 
10:30 am, Haf Trones Lampa Fardig                                                  P. Manz 
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Serving today – Thank You!! 
Preacher and Presider: Rev. Nancy Raabe  
Organist:  8:00, Pat Keen;  
10:30, Deacon Bruce Tonkin 
Lector: 8:00, P. Schmidt; 10:30, J. Kaler 
Ushers: 8:00, P. Schmidt & D. Ball;  
10:30, J. Kaler & K. Deussing 
Communion Asst: 8:00, B. Schmidt;  
10:30, K. Stawasz 
Altar Guild: 8:00, W. Walter;  

10:30, K. Stone & T. Sarm 
Acolyte: 8:00, Usher; 10:30, L. Kaler 
Coffee Hour:  Don Capanear 
Council Offering & Lockup: 
8:00, L. Kratz; 10:30, C. Farrell 
Video Team: Harold Schaefer, Dan & 
Tami Sarm, Jayson Tula 
 
 

 

Copyrights and Permissions 

Used under OneLicense A-739245 (includes podcasting) and CCLI #21382258 and 21382265:  
Signs of Endings All Around Us, text by Dean Nelson, c. 1998 Augsburg Fortress; setting by Nancy 
Raabe, c. 2007, used with permission.  
People, Look East: Text by Eleanor Farjeon, admin. David Hingham Associates, 1960. 
Prelude: Watchman, Tell Us of The Night – Mansfield; 1993 Lorenz Publishing Co. 
Offertory:  This Holy Feast - Lysberg/Arr. George Blake; 1986 Lorenz Publishing Co. 
Postlude: Shepherd's Pipe – Young; 1974 Theodore Presser Co., Bryn Mawr, PA 
Psalm 25: Refrain by Carolyn Jennings, c. 2007, AFP 
Liturgical texts and music reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies 
License #SA-S025662.  
 

The annual Budget Meeting will be held  
at 11:30 on December 8. Please plan to attend. 

 

Deck the Halls at our Christmas Decorating Party today from 2-4 p.m.! We start in 
Fellowship Hall with crafts, cookies, hot chocolate and carols, then move into the 
sanctuary to decorate. Then join us for the annual Hatfield Community Christmas 
on Saturday from 5-7 p.m. Food, games, giveaways, and Santa’s big arrival! 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Rev. Nancy M. Raabe, Pastor 

40 N. Main St., Hatfield, PA  19440   215-855-4676 
Pastor Raabe: pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com 

Office: graceassistant40@gmail.com 
                             Stepping Stones: steppingstonesoffice@verizon.net  
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