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PARISH NEWS  

Grace Lutheran Church, Hatfield PA                                      March 2024 
 
To Glorify God ⧫ To Grow in Faith ⧫ To Give in Service ⧫ Together in Christ    
www.gracelutheranhatfield.org        Rev. Nancy M. Raabe, Pastor  

            
                
 

FROM THE PASTOR:  
The Great Drama of Holy Week 
 
If you are like me and constantly checking your 
calendar to make sure you are where you are 
supposed to be on any given day, I invite you 
to take the long view. Let's look toward the 
end of this month where we find the great and holy week that is the 
climactic week of the Christian calendar, which this year stretches from 
March 24-30.  
 
While one might say Christmas is about remembering and rejoicing in 
events that once happened, Holy Week is about experiencing events 
that shattered the course of history and reoriented the entire direction 
of the cosmos (not just “world history,” because Genesis tells us God is 
the author of ALL that is). And what are these events? Nothing less 
than the historical narrative by which the triumph of life over death 
was accomplished by God’s Son. And why “historical”? Because these 
things really happened! Come on Easter Sunday to hear more about 
that.  
  
During Holy Week, we proclaim and experience this great victory not only in what we say, hear, and sing, but 
in what we do in worship. We take into our bodies the experience of the events that changed the cosmos. This 
not only deepens our connection with what transpired during that pivotal week, but makes us proclaimers of 
the gospel. In the presence of one another we are reliving the battle between death and life in which Jesus 
was engaged, culminating in his great victory – the same battle we contend with daily.  
 
So, you may ask, if Jesus won this victory, why must we still contend with forces that are trying to bring us 
down? Why is the devil still at it? Because although Christ’s resurrection announces what the end of the story 
will be – life wins – that final victory has yet to be consummated. Yet for us, knowing what this outcome is 
affects how we lead our lives. We are people of hope because we know the end of the story.  
 
The events of Holy Week also remind what religion is really all about. Why do we seek God? Why do we come 
to church? Because doing so positions us to see past the boundaries of the visible world to the truth that lies 
beyond. We glimpse ever more clearly the grace of God’s never-ending love and mercy; the reality of Christ’s 
lordship; and the truth of the Spirit’s power. We worship together because week after week this truth is 
deepened in what we say, sing, and hear. All this equips us with what we need to get through each day.  
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The nature of this battle is expressed vividly in Martin Luther’s great Easter hymn "Christ Jesus Lay in Death's 
Strong Bands.” It contains this vivid stanza: 
 
It was a strange and dreadful strife 
when life and death contended; 
the victory remained with life  
the reign of death was ended. 
Holy Scripture plainly saith 
that death is swallowed up by death; 
his sting is lost forever. 
Hallelujah! (Translation: Lutheran Book of Worship) 

 

You can see what Luther was really trying to say if you look at the last part of that stanza in the original 
German: 
 

Die Schrift hat verkündet das, 
wie ein Tod den andern fraß, 
ein Spott aus dem Tod ist worden. 
 
“The Scripture has declared that,  
like one death eating another,  
Death has become a mockery.”  
 
Luther knew what was what, and he was fearless in saying so! 

 
To plunge us into the great drama of Holy Week, this year we are taking a more dramatic approach to Palm 
Sunday. It is challenging to understand the larger meaning of this day if the waving of palms and the rejoicing 
of Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem is all that we do. I hope that your experience of this day will convey that in the 
procession behind Jesus, we are expressing our willingness to take up the cross and follow him through glories 
and sorrows, from death to life. Our worship will have the same general outlines as the customary Palm 
Sunday service. The difference is that in place of a sermon, and spread throughout the liturgy, we will be 
hearing passages from Mark's Gospel that take us through the events of the week leading up to Friday. For 
each of these a group of readers offers a dramatized response. We will begin with the entrance into Jerusalem 
on Sunday, and then move through controversy on Monday and Tuesday, betrayal on Wednesday, and the 
holy supper on Thursday. Each passage from Mark will be “processed” in contemporary dialogue: What is each 
reading saying to us in our lives today? What deep questions does it raise? The dialogue between the readers 
will draw us into the drama to make the story real for each of us.   

 
As we take the events of these days into our own bodies, we will then be well equipped to return on Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter to experience these cosmos-changing events for ourselves.  
 

Yours in Christ’s love, 

 
 

 



3 
 

From the Minister of Music: 
Great things happen all the time.  Do you see them in your life or your family?   Sometimes just something 
small is very meaningful to me.  I tend to find I'm in a constant state of being mindful because the little things 
are there every day. 
 

Moving through Lent together is meaningful because our hymns, scriptures and sermons provide an outline 
for the journey to the cross on which Jesus died for us all.  A refrain of music comes to mind, being, "We 
remember how you loved us, to your death, and still we celebrate for you are with us here".  
 

In the journey we walk and sing together.   I'm happy and pleased to welcome Linda Pribbernow and her 
husband Lynn, to choir.  Bell practice for Easter has begun as we will practice after 10:30am worship each 
week.  Our youth can plan to jump into music with us as we will form an intergenerational group for 
Easter.  Praise be Jesus!    
 

Kevin 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  

Palm Sunday, March 24 at 8 and 10:30 a.m.: The Wilderness 
Journey from Palms to Passion. 

Thursday, March 28 at 7:30 p.m.: Maundy Thursday worship 
with Holy Communion. The sanctuary will be open ahead of 
time for those who are staying through the Soup Supper that 
night.  

Good Friday, March 29: Worship at 12 noon and 7:30 p.m.  

Holy Saturday, March 30: The sanctuary will be open from 3-5 
p.m. for quiet prayer to reflect on Jesus lying in the tomb.  

Easter Sunday: Sunrise service with Holy Communion at 6:30 a.m., and Festival of the Resurrection at 8 and 
10:30 a.m. Between those services… 
 

NEW THIS YEAR: Easter Brunch from 9:15-10:15! Pastries, pancakes, fruit, French toast 
bake. Our youth will be your servers. If you’d like to contribute fruit or pastries, drop it 
off in the kitchen by 8 a.m. that morning or bring it to church on Saturday afternoon.  

 
 

LENTEN WORSHIP with the churches of Hatfield 

The churches of Hatfield are joining once again for a series of five Lenten services Wednesday nights at 7:30 
p.m. In our two services so far we have enjoyed reconnecting with old friends from other congregations and 
making new ones. It is also interesting to see other spaces and experience different worship styles.  

The remaining schedule is: 

• March 6 at St. Maria Goretti Parish, 1601 Derstine Rd., Rev. Lynne Allebach (Church of the Brethren) 

preaching 

• March 13 at Emmanual Evangelical Church, 100 S. Main St., Rev. Robert Tufton (Church of the Holy 

Spirit, Anglican) preaching 

• March 20 at Heidelberg United Church of Christ, 1101 Cowpath Rd., Dcn. Stephen Vondercrone (St. 

Maria Goretti Parish) preaching 
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THURSDAY SOUP SUPPERS 

We are off to a strong start with this new ministry of Grace! Come any Thursday starting at 5:30 to share food 
and fellowship with people from all walks of life. If you’d like to be a greeter, make soup, be a server or help 
with setup or cleanup, please contact Lou Farrell through the Grace office or talk to Pastor Raabe. 
 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH SPAGHETTI DINNER 

It is almost time once again for our Drive-Through Spaghetti Dinner!  

• Date: Saturday, March 23 from 4-6 p.m. 

• Where: Right here in our parking lot -- drive up, order, and have a 
freshly prepared meal brought to your car by a “youth runner.” 

• What: Three-course meal – spaghetti with sausage (or vegetarian), 
salad, garlic bread, and dessert. GF pasta and bread on request.  

• Price: $10, cash or Venmo 

• Proceeds: Supports Grace youth programs. 
 

No pre-orders. Spread the word in person and on social media!  
Flyers are available in the narthex or please share on social media from 
our Facebook page.  

 
The annual Storytime and Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 23rd at 
10:00 am.  Toddlers to age 12.  Rain or shine.  Please Note:  donations of candy and 
plastic eggs are greatly appreciated ! 

 

 

Rice Bowl Project continues through  
             Palm Sunday, March 24th  

 

What is the Rice Bowl?  During each Sunday in Lent a special offering is observed for the Rice Bowl. These gifts 
provide food for many in our neighborhood as well as around the world.  In your offering envelope box, 
special envelopes are provided for each of the six Sundays in Lent.  
 

Our gifts will be shared with three organizations: Hatfield Food Cupboard at Emmanuel Evangelical 
Congregational Church which provides food to those in need in the Hatfield area; Manna on Main Street in 
Lansdale which provides food and hot meals for those in the Lansdale area; World Hunger Project through the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America which provides education and food for people around the globe. 

 

It is our hope that you will consider giving your extra gifts by simplifying your life in some way or by making an 
intentional effort to put others before your needs and wants.  The Rice Bowl allows small gifts to come 
together to make a big difference in the lives of those in need.   The Giving in Service Team encourages you to 
share part of your grocery budget by serving one simple meal a week and give that savings to the Rice Bowl.   
 

Since the year 2020, Grace members have given a TOTAL of $9640 to help our neighbors near and far. 
 

The Hatfield Food Cupboard provides help to people in Hatfield who need food. Shoppers at the Food 
Cupboard may pick out the foods they need for their family.  Our church members donate food to the Hatfield 
Food Cupboard throughout the year.  Our monetary gift allows the Food Cupboard to purchase food items 
they need especially when supplies are low.   
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Manna Kitchen prepares and distributes to-go meals every day for anyone in need.  
Monday – Thursday: 10am – 2pm;   Friday – Sunday: 10am – 1pm;  Manna serves a sit-down meal four days per week 
for anyone in need.    Monday – Thursday: 4:30pm – 6pm 
In addition, Manna provides in-person or online shopping for those who qualify. 
Visit their website to see more information about what Manna does. https://mannaonmain.org 

Through World Hunger your gifts can help people in need around the globe.  ELCA World Hunger is uniquely 
positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, 
community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger makes it possible for the ELCA to respond, 
supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. 
 

SAVE THE DATE – We are offering multigenerational communion 
instruction on Saturday April 20th from 10am to 3pm.  We want our 
children who receive communion to understand the purpose and practice 
of this sacrament that is so central to our lives. Adults may appreciate a 
refresher as well! Grace has been using an instructional curriculum with the 
Sunday School aged youth that repeats every 3 years. It has age-
appropriate materials for PreK, 1 - 3rd, 4 - 6th and teens.  This year we 
decided to plan on a single day to do all the lessons and use the adult 
curriculum as well.  Any children who have not had communion yet are 
then invited to have their First Communion on Sunday April 28th.  RSVP to 
Laura Slugg mcslugg@mac.com. 

“May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.” 

 

 
We are offering our SUMMER YOUTH SERVICE CAMP for the third year. This 
year’s dates are June 24-27 from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. This collaboration between 
three churches of the Indian Valley Cluster (Grace, Emmanuel, and St. Paul’s) 
invites youth in rising 5th through 12th grades to join together for three days of 
lively services projects, each day at one of the three churches, followed by a 
“fun” day on Thursday. There is no charge for this camp, so please plan ahead for it now!  
 

WELCA (Women of the ELCA)  
Our next meeting will be March 13th at 10am.  We will be doing Easter cards for our Homebound members so please 
bring some cards with you.  After the meeting we will be going out to lunch; everyone agreed on Zoto’s.  If anyone 
would like to join us please come probably around 12pm.   Barb Watts  
 

Stepping Stones News 
Marching into Spring and we cannot wait for the sunshine and the warmer weather to come!  Stepping Stones is all 
about spirit for the month of March with Crazy Hair Day, Disney Day, St. Patrick's Day and so much more!  We are also 
celebrating the Resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ, with all kinds of Easter events including Egg Dyeing with 
Grandparents, so be sure to keep an eye on our special events calendar for the month.  We will be closed on 3/29 for 
Good Friday.  Our Spring Fundraiser will begin on 3/4 and will run through 3/18 so keep an eye out for our catalogs to 
come; especially if you're interested in ordering some flower bulbs!     Jessica Moran, Director 

 

Bread Drop Schedule for March is:  3/05/2024 Jean Delmuto; 3/12/2024 Karen Seiler;  
3/19/2024 Emily Woltmann; 3/26/2024 Jessica Moran 

https://mannaonmain.org/
mailto:mcslugg@mac.com
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March 2024 Serving Schedule  
Date  Altar Guild  Communion 

Assistant  

 Lector  Acolyte  Ushers  Coffee Hour 

3/03/24  

  8:00 am 

 

10:30 am 

 

W. Walter 

 

E. Woltmann 

 

K. Seiler 

 

R. Reilly 

 

R. Smyrl 

 

J. Snyder 

 

Usher 

 

Usher 

   

R. Smyrl & 

D. Ball 

J. Snyder & 

C. Tula 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken & Karen 

Seiler 

 

3/10/24   

  8:00 am 

 

10:30 am 

  

N/A 

 

N/A 

  

N/A 

 

N/A 

 

Walters 

 

T. Sarm 

 

Usher 

 

Usher 

 

Walters 

 

J. Krout & 

K. Deussing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don  

Capanear 

 

3/17/24 

 8:00 am 

 

10:30 am 

 

W. Walter 

 

E. Woltmann 

 

 

K. Seiler 

 

R. Reilly 

 

K. Seiler 

 

J. Tula 

 

Usher 

 

C. Tula 

 

D. Ball & 

D. Capanear 

K. Stone & 

C. Tula 

  

 

Kay Stone 

3/24/24 
PALM SUNDAY 

  8:00 am 

10:30 am 

 

 

W. Walter 

E. Woltmann 

 

 

D. Kunkel 

J. Snyder 

 

 

R. Smyrl 

B. Krout 

 

 

Usher 

Usher 

 

R. Smyrl & 

D. Capanear 

K. Stawasz 

& L. Boyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Schmidt 

 

 

3/28/24 

Maundy 

Thursday 

 7:30 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F. Stone 

 

 

 

J. Shaffer 

 

 

 

Usher 

 

C. 

MacDonald 

B. Schmidt 

  

 

N/A 

3/29/24 
Good Friday 

12 noon 

 7:30 pm 

 

 

N/A 

N/A 

 

 

N/A 

N/A 

 

 

B. Hess 

P. Schmidt 

 

 

Usher 

Usher 

 

M.J. Moyer 

K. Deussing  

& B.Schmidt 

  

 

N/A 

3/31/24 
Easter Sunday 

  8:00 am 

10:30 am 

 

 

W. Walter 

E. Woltmann 

 

 

B. Schmidt 

F. Stone 

 

 

P. Schmidt 

B. Krout 

 

 

Usher 

E. Krout 

D. Capanear 

& P.Schmidt 

J. Krout &  

K. Stone 

  

Easter 

Brunch 

  

 Council Offering/Lock-up for March is:  8:00 am, Wendy Walter; 10:30 am, Jeff Krout 

 Live Streaming: Harold Schaefer, Dan & Tami Sarm 
 

Sponsors Needed:  Sign-up sheets are available for 2024 in the Narthex. 
Altar Flowers $17/Sunday.  Please check the box if you want the flowers or if you want them to go to a shut-
in.  Contact-Kathy Stawasz at kathystawasz@gmail.com or 215.760.6297 
Bulletins $10/Sunday.  Contact-Lynn at graceassistant40@gmail.com or 215.855.4676 
Eternal Candle $5/Sunday.  Contact-Lynn at graceassistant40@gmail.com or 215.855.4676 

mailto:kathystawasz@gmail.com
mailto:graceassistant40@gmail.com
mailto:graceassistant40@gmail.com
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March Calendar  
• The Jesus Love Church (formerly Central Philadelphia) will be worshiping on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary and Friday night worship at 8:00 pm. 

• Tues. are Bread Drop Sandwich Days. The coolers will be out from 8am-7pm.  

• Yoga every Wednesday from January 3, 2024 to May 29, 2024 at 6:15 pm 
 
Sun March 3, 2024       8:00am Worship/Communion 
                                         9:15am Sunday School                
            10:30am Worship/Communion 
              7:00pm Confirmation             
Tues March 5, 2024      7:00pm Stitchers 
Wed March 6, 2024    12:00pm Bible Study        

            7:30pm Hatfield Community Lenten Service (see schedule for location) 
Thurs March 7, 2024    5:30pm Thursday Soup Supper 
Sat March 9, 2024  Cub Pack 510 Blue & Gold Banquet 
                 
Sun March 10, 2024     8:00am Worship 
              9:15am Sunday School and Bible Study 
            10:30am Worship 
Tues March 12, 2024   7:00pm Property Team Meeting 
              7:00pm Worship & Music Team Meeting 
Wed March 13, 2024 10:00am WELCA 

            7:30pm Hatfield Community Lenten Service (see schedule for location) 
Thurs March 14, 2024  5:30pm Thursday Soup Supper  
              7:00pm Stepping Stones Committee Meeting, via Zoom 
 
Sun March 17, 2024     8:00am Worship/Communion – Happy St. Patrick’s Day ! 
              9:15am Sunday School 
            10:30am Worship/Communion 
              7:00pm Confirmation 
Tues March 19, 2024    7:00pm Council Meeting in person, Zoom option 
Wed March 20, 2024  12:00pm Bible Study 
               7:30pm Hatfield Community Lenten Service (see schedule for location) 
Thurs March 21, 2024   5:30pm Thursday Soup Supper 
Sat March 23, 2024     10:00am Easter Egg Hunt 
            4-6:00pm Drive Through Spaghetti Dinner  
 
Sun March 24, 2024    8:00am Worship/Communion – Palm Sunday 
              9:15am Sunday School and Bible Study 
            10:30am Worship/Communion 
Thurs March 28           7:30pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
Friday March 29        12:00pm Good Friday Worship Service-----Stepping Stones Closed 
              7:30pm Good Friday Worship Service 
Sat March 30             3-5:00pm Holy Saturday, Sanctuary will be open for prayer 
Sun March 31            6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service 
Easter Sunday             8:00am Worship/Communion 
                           9:15 am   Easter Brunch 
            10:30am Worship/Communion 
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YOGA continues at Grace every Wednesday, January 3, 2024 - May 29, 2024 (no class 2-14-24) from 6:15-7:15 pm.  All 

levels. Poses and sequences will work on using all parts of the body and will vary from week to week. This will be 
suitable for those with some yoga experience but also for anyone with little to none, as options will be offered for the 
various poses. The goal is to work on strength and flexibility gradually while gaining an ability to focus on breath and 
awareness.   
WHERE:  Grace Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall, COST:      $7/class   (Make checks payable to:  Grace Lutheran Church)  
WHO:     Ages 18 and up   What is needed:  exercise mat (let me know if you need one).  Contact Kathy Stawasz at 215-
760-6297 with any questions. 

 
It’s that time of year again!!!  The Laymen Playmen, Inc is preparing for its 
36th production of George and Ira Gershwin’s Crazy for You.  The production 
will be held on April 19-21 and 26-28, 2024.  The location is Lansdale United 
Methodist Church, 300 N. Broad Street, Lansdale. To get tickets, you can 
either go to www.laymenplaymen.org or call 215 368 9484, leave a message, 
and we will return your call.   

 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER LIST 

Please let Pastor Raabe or Lynn know if you would like someone added to this list, or if someone you have 
added is no longer in need of urgent prayers.  
 

In Need of Ongoing Prayers:  Liz Bauer, Suzanne Colville, Bob Kaler, Peggy Long, Hazel Mascaro, Gerry Mason 
(Richard Badman’s son), Pam Matolicz, Bob Rufe (Mary Jane Moyer’s brother), Joyce Salter, Nancy Sellers, 
Bailey Vinson (Liz Bauer’s great-granddaughter), Nancy Dustman (Joyce Salter’s sister). 
 

In Current Need of Prayers:  Cassi Lambert, Kristopher Yoder, Lisa Kane, Vickie West, Sandy Klinger, Dean 
Moore, Peg Malloy,  Daniel Hopwood (Tom Hopwood’s son), Laurie Ronan (the MacDonalds’ neighbor), Jan 
Madigan (Sue Wieland’s niece), John Renick, Lou Farrell, Joan Wright & Alicia Hollingsworth (friends of Linda 
Renick), Diane Pierson, Robert Naragon (friend of Frank & Kay Stone), Joanne Moyer, Sheran Shenk (friend of 
Bruce & Peggy Schmidt), the family of Liz Eliff and the Laymen Playmen family, Helen Chappie (Liz Bauer’s 
sister), Allie Moyer (Mary Jane Moyer’s  granddaughter), Angelina Trotter, Alice Ciarrocca (friend of Karen 
Heacock & Phyllis McKeefrey), Anita Spisak (Ken’s mom), Chuck Slugg, Christopher Humlhanz (Jaime Snyder’s 
cousin), Betty Poling (June Detweiler’s sister), Sally Muntz, Lynn Pribbernow, Jenn Lowry (friend of the Raabes), 
Regi Gambino (friend of Lynn Plawa-Oxenford), Barbara Heinrichs (friend of Mary Jane & Chuck Slugg). 
 

For all who grieve, including the family & friends of:   Hesh Lipton, Galen Hosgood (Jaime Snyder’s 
grandfather), Sandra Wood (friend of Andrea Roney), Helen Godshall, Jack Quigg (Frick/Clegg family), Dan 
Black (Laymen Playmen), Kiffy Bergey (longtime Hatfield resident), Bob Holzerman, John Weierman, Merilyn 
Forst, Richard Badman, Amanda Magenheim (Lindsay Stone’s college roommate), Joan Roeder, Dawn Pier, 
Roger Smith (friend of the Shaffer family).  
 

For those in active duty military service: Robert McNulty, Marines; Jessica Murphy, Air Force; Matthew Smyrl, 
Army; Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National Guard; Eric Gutsche (Janice Swartz’s grandson); Cole Dempsey, Air 
Force (Laura Kratz’s grandson).    
For active military deployed overseas: Kyle Murphy, Air Force 

 

tel:(215)%20760-6297
tel:(215)%20760-6297
http://www.laymenplaymen.org/


9 
 

 



10 
 

 
March 6th Hatfield Community Lenten Service  

          (see schedule for location) 
March 7th  Thursday Soup Suppers continue thru 3/21 
March 13th  Hatfield Community Lenten Service 
March 20th  Hatfield Community Lenten Service 
March 23rd  Easter Egg Hunt and later that day, 

          Drive Through Spaghetti Dinner  
March 24th  Palm Sunday 
March 28th  Maundy Thursday 
March 29th  Good Friday 
  Stepping Stones Closed 
March 30th Holy Saturday, Sanctuary will be open for prayer 
March 31st  Easter Sunday !   
  Easter Brunch between services 
 
 

View our website by scanning this code:      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Rev Nancy M Raabe, Pastor 
40 North Main Street 
Hatfield PA 19440-2905 
 

GraceLutheranHatfield.org 

Facebook.com/GraceLutheranHatfield 

Office Phone 215.855.4676 

Lynn Fasick, Office Administrator 

Kevin Freaney, Minister of Music 

Stepping Stones   215.368.2052 

Jessica Moran, Director 
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