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FROM THE PASTOR: Free Will, or Faith?
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A new book by neurobiologist Robert Sapolsky of Stanford University

says: No, you don’t. In Determined: A Science of Life Without Free Will,
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| suppose there could be something to this. For an unknown reason, I’'m Poinsettias Order
someone who needs to have things well ordered. When | leave the

office at the end of the day my desk must be cleared off and everything put in its place. I’'m one of those
people who must have the stapler lined up perfectly with the paper clip holder and my pen poised for the next
day’s action. | don’t run with wild impulses (although that could be more fun).

After decades of studying humans and primates, Sapolsky decided that all human behavior is beyond our
conscious control. Instead, he claims that neurochemical influences govern everything we do. We may think
we are choosing to do something, he says, but we are not. Every decision, every action is a result of brain
functioning that has been conditioned by genetics, environment, and other factors. His conclusion is that free
will is a myth. He claims that “The world is really screwed up and made much, much more unfair by the fact
that we reward people and punish people for things they have no control over. We’ve got no free will. Stop
attributing stuff to us that isn’t there.”

People who know a lot about neurobiology might go along with some of this. Yes, our upbringing and
environment shape how we see the world and react to it. But...everything? We actually do not choose our life
partners? Our vocations? Our vacations? That what we do when worship is over, either go left to exit, or turn
right and come to the coffee hour (by the way, please choose this...if you can) is preordained? That biological
and neurological factors beyond our awareness determine every choice we make?



Where the well-being of humankind is concerned, losing the conviction of free will and moral responsibility
could be cataclysmic. At the very least it would promote cheating on tests, becoming careless in one's work,
and giving free rein to aggressive impulses — the only guiding principle being, “So what?” In religious life this is
the equivalent of placing all your eggs in the basket of what Dietrich Bonhoeffer called “cheap grace.” If I'm
forgiven no matter what, then what does it matter what | do? Taking it to an extreme, one could say then
what's the point of doing anything? Or of living at all? You can see what a dangerous road this would take us
down. Because in the very fiber of our being we know that doing nothing is the worst option: All it takes for
evil to triumph is that good people do nothing.

What if we were to reframe the entire question? Instead of seeing human life as a matter of choices or the
lack of them, what if we considered over lives to be wrapped in the mantle of faith? That everything we do is
an expression of the faith that grows in our hearts because we believe in Jesus Christ?

We already know that “if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, then you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). Doesn’t this govern our approach to every
human interaction and every situation that we encounter? Whose choice is it, then, about what todo in a
given situation? Not yours, but God’s. How can you take that stack of hundred-dollar bills that you found in
the street (which we heard about in church on Oct. 22) and stuff them in your pocket, believing them to be
yours? You can’t. Someone lost them, and God always finds what is lost. God is just using you to help return
them. In every situation, God is using you to do the work of the kingdom.

Our seniors, who we celebrated on the culminating week of our October pledge drive, can help us with this.
When by the grace of God we reach what we call senior age, | think we naturally develop a reflective approach
to life steeped in gratitude. We have been given 70 years, or perhaps 80, to quote the psalmist. From there we
can look back and grasp how our lives unfolded in a way that we now see was perfectly in accordance with
God's will, even though at times we may have felt those choices were random or even confused.

If we can learn from our seniors to focus the lens of faith on our lives, we will see that God is guiding our every
step. Our will and God's will are one. My own life is one of twists and turns that appeared to be
incomprehensible until | learned to view them through this lens of faith. All those detours in fact led to where |
am at this moment, talking with you. What’s interesting is that most of those twists and turns were not
conscious choices. Things just happened, and | went along. But now | can see that God was leading me the
entire time even through what | long believed to be missteps. They weren’t.

So should we give up on free will, let go of the idea you are in control of everything you do? No. Instead,
accept that the life God has given you, with its twists and turns, joys and sorrows, rejoicing and suffering, is
unfolding fully within God’s sight. And trust that in every circumstance God makes possible a response of faith.
For it is those responses of faith that the risen Christ gives us, again and again and again, the promise of new
life now and eternal life always.

May your Thanksgiving be blessed with the knowledge of God’s perfect love in his Son, given for you.

Yours in the risen Christ,

Tosta Nowe, Taaln



ON ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY we will honor the memories of these Grace members who now rest in Jesus’ arms:

Abraham Rittenhouse (10/26/1945 — 11/4/2022)
Dale Moyer (11/11/1938 — 2/23/2023

Mabel Hoepfl (9-19/1930 — 4/14/2023)

Ethel Rappold (3/30/1922 — 7/3/2023)

Helen Godshall (6/17/1934 —9/10/2023)

If you have names of loved ones who have died in the past year to include in our All Saints remembrance,
please send those to Pastor Raabe by November 1.

November Serving Schedule

Date Altar Guild  Communion Lector Acolyte Ushers Coffee Hour
Assistant
11/05/23
All Saints Sunday
8:00 am L. Kratz The Seilers  The Seilers  Usher K. Seiler &
R. Smyrl Bruce Schmidt
10:30 am E. K.Stawasz  R.Badman K. J. Krout &
Woltmann Stawasz K. Deussing
11/12/23
8:00 am N/A N/A Walter Usher Walter
Family Family Don Capanear
10:30 am N/A N/A T.Sarm Usher J. Krout &
K. Heacock
11/19/23 P. Schmidt
8:00 am L. Kratz B. Schmidt P. Schmidt = Usher D. Capanear
10:30 am E. J. Snyder J. Snyder L. K. Stawasz Diane Ball
Woltmann Kaler & C. Tula
11/26/23
Christ the King Walter
8:00 am L. Kratz K. Seiler K. Seiler Usher Family Kay Stone
10:30 am E. B. Hess L. Renick Usher Slugg
Woltmann Family

Council Offering/Lock-up for November is Laura Kratz, 8:00am; Jaime Snyder, 10:30am.
Live Streaming: Harold Schaefer, Dan & Tami Sarm

2024 Serving Schedule volunteers.....Yes, it’s that time of year to start setting up the 2024 serving schedule. If
you are currently on the schedule, we will keep you on unless we hear from you. We are always looking for
new volunteers. Please contact one of us if you would like to volunteer. Thanks.

Altar Guild — Emily Woltmann 215-822-5909, emiwol95@gmail.com
Communion Assistants — Carol MacDonald 215-872-0472, carol.w.macdonald@gmail.com
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Lector and Acolytes — Kathy Stawasz 215-760-6297, kathystawasz@gmail.com
Ushers and Coffee Hour — Kay Stone 215-368-3725, kaystone@comcast.net
Live Streaming — Harold Schaefer 484-576-0611, schaefeh 19440@yahoo.com
Thank you in advance for volunteering!

November Calendar
e The Jesus Love Church (formerly Central Philadelphia) will be worshiping on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary and Friday night worship at 8:00 pm.
e Tues. are Bread Drop Sandwich Days. The coolers will be out from 8am-7pm.
e Yoga every Wednesday from September 13 to December 13, 2023 at 6:15 pm

Wed Nov 1, 2023 10:00am WELCA

Sun Nov 5, 2023 8:00am Worship/Communion—ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship/Communion
Tues Nov 7, 2023 7:00pm Stitchers
7:00pm Property Team Meeting
Thurs Nov 9, 2023 6:30pm Giving to God Meeting

Sun Nov 12, 2023 8:00am Worship
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
11:30am SOUP-A-THON after worship
7:00pm Confirmation
Mon Nov 13, 2023 7:00pm Laymen Playmen Board Meeting
Tues Nov 14, 2023 7:00pm Worship & Music Team Meeting
Wed Nov 15, 2023 7:00pm Stepping Stones Committee Meeting via Zoom

Sun Nov 19, 2023 8:00am Worship/Communion
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship/Communion—STEPPING STONES SUNDAY
Tues Nov 21, 2023 7:00pm Council Meeting, Zoom option
Wed Nov 22, 2023 7:00pm Thanksgiving Eve Service at Grace
Thurs Nov 23, 2023 Thanksgiving—OFFICE & STEPPING STONES CLOSED
Fri Nov 24, 2023 OFFICE & STEPPING STONES CLOSED

Sun Nov 26, 2023 8:00am Worship/Communion — CHRIST THE KING
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship/Communion
7:00pm Confirmation

Soup-A-Thon! November 12th, 2023

This November, the INreach team would like to honor our veterans by sharing our Soup-a-thon proceeds

with Tails of Valor Paws of Honor (TOV), an organization that provides trained canine companions to veterans
suffering from Post Traumatic Stress and Traumatic Brain Injury. We will also use additional soups and
proceeds to benefit our members who are experiencing challenges in their lives.

If you love to MAKE soup, please sign up (sign up is on table in narthex) and drop off fresh soup Sunday
morning November 12th at Grace by 9 am! If that date/time does not work for you, please contact anyone on
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the INreach team and we would be happy to facilitate a pickup. We can also take soup that has recently been
frozen. Recipes and containers will be available in the narthex starting in October.

Soup can be pre-ordered and will be $7 per quart. Minestrone, Chicken Noodle, and Split Pea will be available
for purchase. Please see sign-up sheets in the narthex to ORDER soup.

Thank you for your support! Lisa Boyer, Kay Deussing, Carol MacDonald, Ashley Plawa, Tami Sarm, Jean
Shaffer, Kay Stone, Crystal Tula, Barb Watts, Sue Wieland, Emily Woltmann, Fay Younger

FALL BIBLE STUDY: GENESIS Alternate Sundays/Wednesdays TR @, 3
We have begun to delve into the fascinating stories in the Book of Genesis to * a” #
BIBLE

discover what they have to say to us thousands of years later. We are
constantly being surprised at how relevant these messages are even today. STU pY:
Join in anytime, and if you would like to participate by Zoom, please let Pastor Genesis
Raabe know ahead of time. Upcoming dates are: Wednesdays at 1 p.m., (;37.@/ ol
November 1, 15, and 29; Sundays at 9: November 5, 19, December 3. =
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WORSHIP NOTES:

e Stepping Stones Sunday is November 19 at the 10:30 service. We are celebrating this partnership with
a service that features kid-friendly music plus some of our family favorites. Stepping Stones children in
attendance will help sing with our choir about how “All things are possible with God,” which they’ve
been practicing in Wednesday chapel. We can also count on some vigorous dancing!

e Once again we are hosting the Hatfield Community Christmas on Saturday, December 2 here at Grace.
The fun starts at 5 p.m. with a hot dog meal, hot drinks from Philly Espresso, and games and crafts for
everyone. At 6 p.m. we move down to Railroad Square for carols, gathering around the fire pits and
Christmas toy handouts. Then Santa appears and the tree is lit at 6:30 p.m.! (Sorry, this year Pals for
Life is not able to do the pet pictures with Santa.) Pick up a flyer at church and spread the word.

e All ages are invited to our Advent Family Night on December 9 from %
5-7:30 p.m. We’'ll first gather for family take-home crafts and
ornament decorating. We will then feast on a nutritious meal and
move into the sanctuary to decorate the room and trim the tree!

iy
with us this

e Please join us for The Longest Night (“Blue Christmas”) at 7 p.m. on W
Thursday, December 21, the winter solstice. This quiet, reflective
service is designed for those dealing with difficult health or life
situations for whom the merriment of the traditional Christmas

festivities may not be appealing.

e Heads up for December 24: Because this falls on a Sunday this year, the date is BOTH Advent 4 and
Christmas Eve. Please do not choose one over the other, but make plans to attend both since Advent 4
is a very special day that leads us into the birth of our Savior. That morning we will have one service
only at 9:15, and two Christmas Eve services only at 4 and 9 p.m. (no 6:30 service this year).



WELCA (Women of the ELCA)

Ladies, November 1st is our next meeting we will be doing Christmas cards for our Homebound members
which, as you know, these will be going along with the Christmas cookies from INreach. You don’t need to
bring any cards we have plenty. | know this seems early but we will be doing something special in December.
Hope to see you. Take care, Barb

Stepping Stones News

Happy Fall, y'alll  We're kicking off the month of November with our annual door decorating contest! Voting
will be open throughout the month of November (for church members too!) Feel free to check out our doors
and vote for your favorite---the winning class gets a snack party of their choice! We are also excited to
celebrate Pizza Day on 11/14, and absolutely cannot wait for Stepping Stones Sunday on 11/19 at the 10:30am
service! We stay busy all month so don't forget to check back with us for the Thanksgiving Feast (the last day
to vote for the door decorating contest) and remember that we are closed 11/23 and 11/24 for

Thanksgiving. Finally, we will wrap up the month with Cookies with a Cop on 11/29 at 10am as Officer McCoy
of the Hatfield Police Department will join us to read a story with the kids and enjoy some cookies as we learn
about how important our Police are and how they're someone we can go to for help, too!

Annual Coat Drive

Our Annual Coat Drive has two aspects this year. First, our Stepping Stones families need coats for their children.
We will be collecting coats here at Grace for that purpose for babies through preschool until Thanksgiving.
Please place those in the bins in the narthex.

Second, we are helping to support the families of the Hatfield food cupboards with gift cards that can go toward
children’s coats or clothing. Monetary gifts may be made out to the Church of the Brethren and addressed to
Pastor Clay Moyer, 1333 Cowpath Road, Hatfield, PA 19440. Thank you for your continued support of all the
families in our community.

Christmas Poinsettias will be available for decoration of our Chancel. Orders are now being taken. Forms
can be found in the Narthex and at the end of the newsletter. Deadline for ordering is Sunday, 12/3/23.
Questions contact Kathy Stawasz 215-760-6297. Thank you.

Sponsors Needed: Sign-up sheets are available for 2024 in the Narthex.

Altar Flowers $17/Sunday. Please check the box if you the sponsor want the flowers or if you want them to go to a shut-
in. Contact-Kathy Stawasz at kathystawasz@gmail.com or 215.760.6297

Bulletins $10/Sunday. Contact-Lynn at graceassistant40@gmail.com or 215.855.4676

Eternal Candle $5/Sunday. Contact-Lynn at graceassistant40@gmail.com or 215.855.4676

Adopt-A-Family Christmas Project 2023

Christmas and gifts to give!! During the Advent season we anticipate God’s greatest gift - Jesus.
T\ Each year we look forward to and prepare for the celebration of his birth. However, for some
families in our community, it is a time of concern about providing daily needs.

The Giving in Service team invites you to help provide gifts to families in our area to allow them to celebrate a
traditional family Christmas and to experience sharing gifts with their family. This year we will be sharing our gifts
with several families from Stepping Stones.
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We hope you will plan on doing some Christmas shopping for our families this year. Watch for the display in the
narthex in November. Suggested items for each family will be available for your choosing. We encourage you to
shop as you do now —online or in stores. You may also choose to do gift cards as well.

Angel gifts will be collected for the Hatfield Christmas Committee for area families including the families we
support. A list of items is included below and will also be available near the display in the narthex. These items
cannot be purchased with food stamps and are personal items needed by families that are serviced by our area
food cupboards. Your items may be brought to church anytime. Ending date for both our Adopt-a-Family and the
angel gifts will be Sunday Dec. 17*".

What a wonderful way to begin the Advent Season by giving to one of our families.

The Giving in Service Team — Jean Shaffer, Diane Ball, Carol MacDonald, Barb Watts, Cathy Farrell, Mary Jane
Moyer, Kay Deussing, and Kay Stone

Items for Angel Boxes: Paper Towels, Toothpaste/toothbrushes, Bathroom Tissue, Shampoo (be sure lids are closed
tightly), Kleenex (tissues), Deodorant, Bar Soap, Razors, Feminine Products

LAYMEN PLAYMEN AUDITIONS FOR 2024 SHOW

Laymen Playmen is proud to present for its 36" production the Broadway musical, CRAZY FOR YOU (Music and Lyrics by
George Gershwin and Ira Gershwin, Book by Ken Ledwig). Auditions will be held at Lansdale United Methodist Church,
300 North Broad Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 on Thursday, November 9% from 7:00pm- 9:30pm and Saturday, November
11 from 10:00am—12:00 noon. All ages welcome. Additional audition information can be found on
www.laymenplaymen.org. Please note change in location for auditions. Show Dates for 2024 are April 19-21 and April

26-28.

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DAY

North Penn High School

Saturday, November 11, 2023 from 10 am to 1 pm

NPHS Parking Lot

1340 S. Valley Forge Road, Lansdale

Items accepted are listed on a flyer posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex

WINTER WEATHER EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: Since a warmer winter with snow is predicted for this year,
Grace will follow these procedures in the event of unusual snowfall:

e We prefer not to cancel our services. However, please use your best judgment about whether to
attempt the drive. Make safety your top priority! If humanly possible, Pastor Raabe will be at church
no matter what, even if other worship leaders cannot make it.

e [f extreme weather (especially ice) does necessitate cancellation of our in-person services, you will be
notified by email no later than 7 a.m. that morning and also on our Facebook page.

e If we do cancel, Pastor Raabe will lead an abbreviated service at 10 a.m. that morning on Facebook Live
(simply link to it from Grace’s Facebook page).

PRAYER LIST

Please let Pastor Raabe know if you would like someone added to this list,
or if someone you have added is no longer in need of urgent prayers.

In Need of Ongoing Prayers: Liz Bauer, Suzanne Colville, Merilyn Forst, Bob Kaler,
Peggy Long, Hazel Mascaro, Gerry Mason (Richard Badman’s son), Pam Matolicz,

Bob Rufe (Mary Jane Moyer’s brother), Joyce Salter, Nancy Sellers, Bailey Vinson (Liz
Bauer’s great-granddaughter), Sue & Faith Rowbottom, Nancy Dustman (Joyce Salter’s sister).
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In Current Need of Prayers: Cassi Lambert, Kristopher Yoder, Lisa Kane, Vickie West, Sandy Klinger, Debbie Zuech-
Smyrl, Dean Moore, Peg Malloy, Diane Miller, Judith Stangl (John’s sister), Daniel Hopwood (Tom Hopwood'’s son), Laurie
Ronan (the MacDonalds’ neighbor), Jan Madigan (Sue Wieland’s niece), John Renick, Lou Farrell, Joan Wright & Alicia
Hollingsworth (friends of Linda Renick), Diane Pierson, Robert Naragon (friend of Frank & Kay Stone), Joanne Moyer,
Sheran Shenk (friend of Bruce & Peggy Schmidt), the family of Liz Eliff and the Laymen Playmen family, Joan Buschman
(Kerry Stone’s mother), Helen Chappie (Liz Bauer’s sister), Bonnie and David Torres and their children (friends of Grace),
Allie Moyer (Mary Jane Moyer’s granddaughter), Angelina Mascaro, Alice Ciarrocca (friend of Karen Heacock & Phyllis
McKeefrey), Loretta Seiler & Linda Conrad (Ken’s stepmother & her daughter), Anita Spisak (Ken’s mom), Chuck Slugg,
Christopher Humlhanz,(Jaime Snyder’s cousin), Betty Poling (June Detweiler’s sister), Jane Lankford (friend of Peggy &
Bruce Schmidt), Linda Renick, Joan Roeder, Sally Muntz.

For all who grieve, including the family & friends of: Judy Freaney, Madiafe Sheriff, Dale Moyer, Mabel Hoepfl, Hesh
Lipton, Ethel Rappold, Galen Hosgood (Jaime Snyder’s grandfather), Sandra Wood (friend of Andrea Roney), Helen
Godshall, Jack Quigg (Frick/Clegg family), Judy Stangl, Dan Black (Laymen Playmen), Kiffy Bergey (longtime Hatfield
resident).

For those in active duty military service: Robert McNulty, Marines, Jessica Murphy, Air Force; Matthew Smyrl, Army;
Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National Guard; Eric Gutsche (Janice Swartz’s grandson).
For active military deployed overseas: Kyle Murphy, Air Force

EEC Food Cupboard

The flood of neighbors in need is ongoing and your generous donations are extremely helpful! A growing
number of people continue to show up each month and patiently wait in line for limited resources at the EEC
food cupboard. Many thanks to all of you who share your blessings with our Hatfield neighbors!

Below, please find the most recent pantry shortages:

Food: PASTA (any kind!), canned Soup especially lower-sodium options (no chicken noodle or tomato), Sugar,
Flour, canned Chicken, Applesauce, Fruit Cocktail,

Household & Personal Care*: Shampoo*, Conditioner*, Toothpaste*, Paper towels*

Gift Cards: Grocery gift cards are always welcome

*Clients can NOT use government assistance (SNAP) funds to purchase these items when they shop at grocery
stores. Your non-perishable donations can be placed in our narthex bins by the conference room.

Upcoming distribution dates & times:

Tuesdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm: Nov 6 & 20

Tuesdays 1-2 pm: Nov 13 & 27

The food cupboard is open to all Hatfield borough residents, so please reach out if you, or someone you know,
would benefit from receiving supplemental food/household items. Messages for Janet Hague can be left at
215-855-2540; foodcupboard@yahoo.com.

You can also call/email Carol MacDonald @215-872-0472; pcmacdonald125@gmail.com

YOGA (Hatha) CLASS is in full swing; invite your friends!

The class meets in our fellowship hall every Wednesday through December 13 from 6:15-7:15 pm. Ages 18
and up: All levels are welcome! The goal is to work on strength and flexibility gradually while gaining an ability
to focus on breath and awareness. COST: $7/class (Make checks payable to: Grace Lutheran Church) All
proceeds benefit the “Sanctuary Village” project in Philadelphia. Invite your friends!

CROP WALK ROUNDUP: On Sunday, Oct. 8% four of our Grace members enjoyed a fun walk in Lansdale for a
great cause. Special thanks to our Grace walkers: Kathy Stawasz, Barb Watts, Sue Wieland and Jean Shaffer,
who raised $805 for CROP. Thank you to all the sponsors who supported our walkers!
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
2023

Poinsettias will be available for decoration of our Chancel. Orders are now being
taken. The DEADLINE for ordering is Sunday, 12/3/23.

You may pick up your plant after the last Christmas Eve Service or the following
Sunday. The plants will be tagged with your name and in memory or in honor of
information. Regrettably, we are not able to deliver the Poinsettias to friends or
shut-ins.

Please place your order form along with your check in the basket marked for
Christmas Poinsettias in the Narthex. If youhave any questions, please contact
Kathy Stawasz 215-760-6297. Thank you.

Cost - $8.25 Red - 1 Branched Poinsettia 4-6 Blooms Pot Size 6"
Qy.

Cost - $14.50 2 Branched Poinsettia 8-12 Blooms Pot Size 7"

Red & White Combination Qty.

Total $ Amount Enclosed:

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Ordered by: Phone No.

" Check here if you do not want your flowers.

Make checks payable to: 6race Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Nov 5th

Nov 12th

Nov 19th

Nov 22nd

Nov 23"

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
SOUP-A-THON after worship
STEPPING STONES SUNDAY
Thanksgiving Eve Service at Grace

THANKSGIVING
OFFICE & STEPPING STONES CLOSED

Nov 24t OFFICE & STEPPING STONES CLOSED
Nov 26"  CHRIST THE KING

Dec 2™ Hatfield Christmas Celebration
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