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PRAY TOGETHER
Almighty and ever-living God, you love everything you have made, and you forgive the sins
of all who are penitent.

Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from
you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

PSALM 51:1-17
'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your |steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
*For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
’Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
®Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
'Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
fLet me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
ICast me not away | from your presence,



and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.
?Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.
PLet me teach your ways | to offenders,
and sinners shall be re- | stored to you.
1“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness.
O Lord, o- | pen my lips,
and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.
’For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it.
You are not pleased | with burnt offering.
"The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.

Psalm prayer

HYMN: All Things of Dust to Dust Return
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1 All things of dust
2 Lord, mark with dust
3 Lord, mark wup - on

to dust re - turn
and ash my brow
my brow this sign:

on earth and in the sky.
so I may com-pre-hend
a stark and bar-ren cross

The hot - test, bright -
that ev - 'ry
re - mind-ing me

est suns that burn

mo - ment here and now

that though di - vine

in
links me

time grow dim and die.

to that same end

you know my pain and loss,
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The fish  that leap, the birds that soar, the new-born young that play,
I share with all that breathe and burn, that flare and fade and tire
and at the touch of dust and ash a- wake my heart to view
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the leaves that fill the for - est floor re - vert to dust and clay.
yet by their wan - ing light dis-cern your own un-dy-ing fire.
how death it - self is but a flash that dies a-way in you.

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945

Music: THIRD MODE MELODY, Thomas Tallis, 1505-1585

Text © 2009 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause briefly to gather prayers in silence

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that
we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives,
we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to
you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we
confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Obur false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after
us, we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

+ IMPOSITION OF ASHES +
Take your thumb, dip it lightly in the ashes, then either mafke the sign of the cross on yourself or on one
another’s foreheads and say the following:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

BENEDICTION: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in

eternal life.
Amen.



