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“The Currency of God’s Kingdom” Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Wouldn’t you think the leader of the Pharisees 

might have known better than to invite Jesus to 

dinner? Think back in Luke on what happened at 

some other dinner parties he attended:  

• At Levi the tax collector’s house, Jesus rebuked 

the Pharisees who criticized him for eating with sinners. 

• At the house of Simon the Pharisee he allowed a woman, an uninvited guest, to anoint his 

feet and wipe them with her hair, and then rebuked his host for just thinking that this might 

be improper.  

• At Mary and Martha’s house, Jesus took the hardworking hostess, Martha, to task because 

of her anxiety over things he told her weren’t important.  

• And here in Luke 14, when Jesus is invited to a meal at the home of a leader of the 

Pharisees, as guests are jostling for the best seats he lays on them a critique not only of 

where they’re sitting but the entire guest list.  

The fact is, though, we still have these same customs today, especially at weddings or other formal 

occasions. We carefully work out who should sit where, with tables assigned based on perceived 

importance to the couple. We pore over the guest list, ranking it from those who we really want to 

be there to those who we are obliged to invite but are hoping don’t come. Admit it – this is based 

on how well our guest list and the seating plan will serve to flatter us, the host family. Important 

people, well dressed, behaving correctly—all that reflects well on our own social stature.  

Here in Luke Jesus is not suggesting a different way of doing things. He is demanding a social 

revolution, an entire upending of how people are to think and behave in community. Not “me 

first,” but “me last.”  

Furthermore, he says, when you have a big dinner party, don’t invite friends who will feel 

compelled to return the favor. How often after a dinner invitation have you said, “Oh, now I 

suppose we need to have them over.” Instead, invite those who cannot possibly repay you. This 

allows the meal to be one of grace rather than obligation. Hebrews 13 exhorts us to welcome 

strangers to as a sign of mutual love, because, who knows? -- in them you may see the face of 

Christ, or perhaps they are angels, as with Abraham and Sarah. Today’s psalm puts it bluntly from 

the opposite perspective: For those who resist this inclusiveness, all their hopes and desires will 

come to nothing.  

One of the most rewarding ministry experiences I’ve ever had was one of my first. When we lived 

in Columbus, Ohio, I got connected with a downtown church that happened to be within walking 

distance of the city’s homeless shelter. One day the pastor, Kathy Dwyer, sat me down and said, 

“Why don’t you come up with an idea, and we’ll make it happen?” Since it was the Year of Luke, 

just like this year when we hear many stories of food and fellowship, the idea we settled on was a 

free community meal every Wednesday preceded by a short optional worship service with 

communion. People would break bread in worship and continue that over lunch. Luke in a nutshell.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A1-14&version=NIV


After months of planning, the big day arrived. We had our chefs. We had the meal. The tables were 

set. Now we just needed people. As the hour neared, only a handful had shown up, so in 

desperation I scooted outside. I ran up and down the main street begging people to come to a free 

community meal, no strings attached. Some looked at me like I was crazy, but a few actually 

followed me back. The Largest Table, as we called it, quickly grew into a marvelous cross-section of 

humanity. The unsheltered, downtown office workers, and congregation members easily mingled 

as one big family.  

We are hearing about meal practices, because they are familiar and give us a vivid picture of life in 

the kingdom of God.  

Holy Spirit, love divine, glow within this heart of mine. 

Kindle ev’ry high desire; purge me with your holy fire. (ELW 398, st. 2) 

In God’s kingdom, our highest desire is to be at the lowest place, for only there can we see the 

needs of the world. How is that desire kindled? When we open our hearts to the Holy Spirit, God’s 

love glows in us like embers from a campfire that continue to burn brightly. As the fire is kindled by 

the Spirit, it purges impurities and continues to be fed by the Spirit’s purifying energy. 

This doesn’t happen automatically. We have to pray for it, we have to be willing to have the 

impurities of self-importance purged that our culture continually tries to lay on us. The self-

promotion of social media. The push to create a brand and then relentlessly market it. The 

temptation to judge others, or elevate ourselves, according to accomplishments, clothing size, or 

zip code. When I lived in the Boston area, all you had to say was “02138” (Cambridge) and 

immediately you were cool. 

Here in Luke, Jesus is demanding that we completely rethink what it means get ahead. We could 

even say that in God’s kingdom, falling behind IS getting ahead. Not in terms of the failure to reach 

goals—we all need goals to bring structure to each day, and lead us forward. As Jesus says 

elsewhere, “Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven.” As long as what we are doing is to glorify God and not ourselves, that is 

kingdom living.  

The fullness of kingdom living is found in solidarity with those who are most in need of hearing the 

message that God welcomes ALL people to the table of love and grace. The clearest call of our 

discipleship is to care for these souls, those most in need. Today’s psalm also reminds us that those 

who scramble to get ahead only fall further behind. The loneliness, anxiety, and hatred conjured up 

by this scramble suffocates the truth that through sheer grace we inhabit a kingdom of abundance 

in which everyone is already welcome, already cherished, already loved. Our call is simply to make 

that known. 

What is the currency of this kingdom? How is business transacted? Through one word: Humility. 

Through humility, not pridefulness; hospitality, not fear; generosity, not stinginess. Let us invest 

lavishly in this currency of humility, for the sake of the world.   Amen.  


