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Jesus says, òIt is your Fatherõs good pleasure to give you the kingdom.ó It is Godõs promise from the 
beginningñto Abraham, to the early church, and to the òlittle flockó of which we are a part in 
todayõs assembly. Faith, Godõs baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 

 
 

Prelude:  Sweet Hour of Prayer                                                   Arr. Dale Wood 

 
 

Welcome  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  нSon, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  How Great Thou Art                                              ELW 856 

 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.     
 

C. And also with you. 



3 

 

 

Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) 

 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading:  Genesis 15:1-6 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, òDo not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.ó 2But Abram said, 
òO Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?ó 3And Abram said, òYou have given me no offspring, 
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.ó 4But the word of the LORD came 
to him, òThis man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be 
your heir.ó 5He brought him outside and said, òLook toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.ó Then he said to him, òSo shall your descendants 
be.ó 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 33 

 
 

 
 

 12Happy is the nation whose God |  is the LORD! 
  Happy the people chosen to |  be Godõs heritage! 
 13The LORD looks |  down from heaven, 
  and sees all |  humankind. 
 14God sits firmly en- |  throned and watches 
  all who dwell |  on the earth. 
 15God fashions |  all their hearts 
  and observes |  all their deeds. R 
 16A king is not saved by the size |  of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by |  their great strength. 
 17The horse gives vain |  hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it |  cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear |  you, O LORD, 
  upon those who wait for your |  steadfast love, 
 19to deliver their |  lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in |  time of famine. R 
 20Our innermost being waits for |  you, O LORD, 
  our helper |  and our shield. 
 21Surely, our heart rejoic- |  es in you, 
  for in your holy name we |  put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, |  be upon us, 
  even as we place our |  hope in you. R 
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Psalm prayer 
 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that 

the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 

things that are not visible. 

 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith 

he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 

tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he 

looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too oldñand 

Sarah herself was barrenñbecause he considered him faithful who had 

promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants 

were born, òas many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by 

the seashore.ó 

 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 

distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 

foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are 

seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, 

they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, 

that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 

he has prepared a city for them. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



6 

 

Gospel:  Luke 12:32-40 
 

P. The gospel of our Lord, according to Luke, the 12th chapter.  
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 32òDo not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Fatherõs good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 
 35òBe dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting 
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 39òBut know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.ó 
 
P. The gospel of the Lord.   
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Sermon: òFaithéor Fear?ó                                                   Pastor Nancy Raabe   
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HYMN of the DAY :  Evening and Morning                                   ELW 761 
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Presentation of New Members: Barbara Hess, Sue Rowbottom, and Bev Smith 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these new members, one 
with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into the life and ministry of this 
congregation.  
 
A representative of the congregation or the presiding minister may introduce each new member or 
household. 
 
Apostlesõ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, Godõs only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Address and Questions 
The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission 
of God. We are called to live among Godõs faithful people, to hear the word of God 
and share in the Lordõs supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through 
word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for 
justice and peace in all the earth. 
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Sisters in Christ, 
do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among Godõs people in this place? 
Those being welcomed respond. 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, 
do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
Welcome 
Those being welcomed face the assembly. A representative of the congregation addresses the assembly. 
Let us welcome these sisters in Christ to this community of faith. 
 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
Hymn: All Are Welcome (stanza 3), ELW 641   Marty Haugen 
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PRAYERS 
To the petition òGod of Graceó please respond, òHear our prayer.ó 
 
P: We give you thanks for our new members, Barbara, Suzanne, and Beverly, 
whom you have drawn to yourself by the love of Jesus Christ 
and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. 
Keep us close together in your Spirit, 
in the breaking of bread and the prayers, 
and in service to others. 
 
 

GREETING OF THE PEACE  
 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church, gathered today. 

 

OFFERING  
We rely on your gifts to sustain Grace and all its ministries. 
Offerings may be placed in the plates at the sanctuary entrances. You may choose various forms of safe 
and easy electronic giving. Ask us for help getting signed up.  
 
OFFERTORY  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  C. Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P. The Lord be with you.   
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts.  
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Preface 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joyé. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
 
 


