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Praying Through All Seasons of Life
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Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Raabe
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As we move from the joy of Easter Sunday to
all the signs of spring that are bursting out
around us, it’s easy to remember to thank God
for the new life and new hope that greets us at
this time every year.
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But do we remember to thank God in all seasons of life?

May
Calendar

During joyful times, naturally we are thankful: For a good
harvest; for the birth or baptism of a child; for recovery from
serious illness; for a family wedding; for a new job; for
finding that thing you’ve been searching for high and low; for
a surprise phone call from an old friend; for a warm word or
a kind touch when you least expected it; for a sunny day.
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But what about during life’s difficult times? When you are
feeling fearful, alone, or abandoned? When you are grieving
or in pain? When you find the burden of “things we have
done or left undone” almost too much to bear? Are these
also times for thanksgiving?
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Yes—perhaps even more so. God in Christ through the Holy
Spirit is always with us, to comfort us, to pick us up, to give
us hope, to find that strength in us that we didn’t even realize
we had.
How can we be certain of this? Through the experience of
prayer.
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From Pastor Raabe cont.

For several months we have had a Prayer Team of three Grace members
praying on request, on their own schedule, for urgent prayer needs that arise
in our community. I would like to invite you to join that group. Whenever I
become aware that prayers are needed, I simply send out the request by
email, or if you don’t do email I will call you with the request. Then you simply
include that person and their situation in your daily prayers.
The more “prayer warriors” we have, the better. Why? Because all prayer is
gladly received by God. No matter how flimsy or weak we think our words
might be, God gathers all prayers into God’s heart. And praying is not just a
one-way street. Voicing prayer changes us, too. The act of praying not only
opens up a channel for God to speak to us, but calls us to be more active and
involved in the world. We may realize, as we pray, that the Holy Spirit is
asking more of us than we had thought.
I freely admit that I sometimes forget to pray. When I am talking with a friend
about a particular issue I haven’t been able to resolve, the friend might say,
“Just pray about it.” Oh, right! Why didn’t I think of that? When I then take the
issue to God, the stress I had been feeling is always immediately relieved,
because I remember that I am not alone. Jesus is always there with us in the
midst of our anxiety, calling us to lay our burdens on him. Paul writes, “Do not
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6).
We end our prayers with words to this effect: “In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.”
Jesus tells us in John 14:14 that “If in my name you ask for anything, I will do
it.” This isn’t a magical formula, but the recognition that we come to God
through God’s Son, who is the center of our lives. As our Confirmation class
knows, this keeps us from saying, “God, help me win the lottery” because that
request (to immediately get rich) is not representative of Jesus’ teachings
throughout scripture…although you can still give it a try.  Just don’t be
disappointed if God doesn’t come through for you.
We also now have a prayer request book at church, just outside the
sanctuary doors, in which you can enter names of those urgently needing
prayers. These names will be included in the intercessory prayers during
Sunday worship at the next opportunity.
I thank God for each of you, for your glad and generous hearts, and

Cont.
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for your love for Grace Lutheran Church.
Yours in the power of the risen Christ,
Pastor Raabe

From our Minister of Music
Feeling the sniffles? Its that time of year when allergies become troublesome
and you might be someone who can relate. Itchy eyes, runny nose, stuffy
nose, sneezing, coughing, and the list might go on! I've always had some
reactions to certain pollen but for the most part I'm alright. There are, however,
several people I've talked to recently that are really suffering from bad allergies
this year. Some folks have even lost their voice. How frustrating that can
be! Well, I am sorry if you're one of those people who are struggling but I do
hope you can find a way to manage the unfortunate response to pollen. I've
just noticed plenty of bees in the air buzzing around.. busy bees! Without
those little bees our planet would suffer.
Our environment depends on bees to help
plants transfer pollen, which in turn enables
plants to produce their flowers, their fruit, and
eventually provide a sustainable means of food
for wildlife and also the plants and trees that
provide shelter for animals in the wild. And of
course, we humans like honey and it ends up in
various products that we purchase throughout
the year. How sweet!
I'll admit that I'm a bit afraid of bees with a fear of being stung. For the most
part, I understand that if you leave the bee alone the chance of beeeeing stung
is rather small. Thank you, Bee for your hard work! And on that note, I am
grateful to Grace members for the busy work. Our church members are
constantly doing something to keep Grace a busy place. I don't have enough
space to type a list of all the things people do for other people at Grace and the
community, but kudos to all of you for whatever means you provide to help one
another. I love Grace church and the people at Grace. It's a great
Cont.
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Minister of Music cont.; Wine Tasting

place to BEE. Truly, I am very happy that masks are now optional and that we
are singing more and that we can do things in worship. Pastor Raabe has many
joyous things to celebrate in worship and to expand the meaning of the Gospel
in her sermons. Pastor is indeed a busy BEE. She keeps us together as a
church community to grow and be fruitful. Many are the gifts of our loving
Pastor. I am blessed to work together with Pastor Raabe. Her tasks as a Pastor
remind me that everything she does, she does for Grace and our
community. Building and sustaining the blessings on this earth and ultimately in
our hearts as loving Christians.
Blessings to all you busy BEE types! If you're not a busy bee, that's ok, not all
bees are created equal as some are helper bees. For whatever that means, all
of you are important to our church community. I've so enjoyed seeing many
familiar faces each week and some news ones! As summer approaches, I hope
you'll take time to enjoy the chance to notice how beautiful all of God's creatures
truly are. Blessed be the BEE! And God bless you!
Kevin
WINE TASTING—May 7, 7 PM
Plan to attend our Wine Tasting on Saturday, May
7 at 7 pm in the Grace Fellowship Hall. We will
be tasting 6 wines from One Hope Winery from
Napa Valley, California. There is a $10 per
person tasting fee to defray expenses for wine
and snacks. All wines will be available for
purchase directly from the winery on the evening of the event. (Please note
that you can purchase wines now and for up to 3 weeks after the tasting event
in case you are not able to attend the tasting. Just go to the website for our
fund raiser : www.onehopewine/event/128467.). Grace will receive 10% of all
purchases for credit to our Faith Build fund raiser. Reservations are due by
May 1st.
Call or email Frank Stone for reservations or information.

May Calendar
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The Central Philadelphia (Korean) Church will be worshiping on Sundays at
noon in the Sanctuary.
Tues. are Bread Drop Sandwich Days. The coolers will be out 8am-7pm.
Wednesday at 6:15pm is Yoga in the Fellowship Hall
Join Pastor Raabe every Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning at 10 a.m.
on Zoom for Morning Prayer and Monday’s at 8pm for Compline (Night
Prayer) on Facebook
Sun May 1, 2022
Mon May 2, 2022
Tue May 3, 2022
Wed May 4, 2022
Fri May 6, 2022
Sat, May 7, 2022

8:00am
9:15am
10:30am
7:00pm
7:00pm
10:00am
1:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Worship Service / Communion
Sunday School with 9:30 Zoom Adult Bible Study
Worship Service / Communion
Giving in Service
Stitchers
WELCA
Choir Rehearsal
Cub Pack 510 Meeting
Wine Tasting

Sun May 8, 2022

Happy Mother’s Day
8:00am Worship Service
9:15am Sunday School with 9:30 Zoom Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship Service
Mon May 9, 2022 7:00pm Stepping Stones Committee Meeting
Tue May 10, 2022 7:00pm Property Team Meeting
7:00pm Worship and Music Team Meeting
Fri May 13, 2022
Parish News Articles Due
Sun May 15, 2022 8:00am
9:15am
10:30am
3:00pm
Tue May 17, 2022 7:00pm
Wed May 18, 2022 1:00pm
Sat May 21, 2022 8:00am

Worship Service / Communion
Sunday School with 9:30 Zoom Adult Bible Study
Worship Service / Communion
Cub Pack 510 Bike Rodeo
Council Meeting (Zoom option)
Choir Rehearsal
Cub Pack 510 Garden Clean Up/Planting

Sun May 22, 2022 8:00am Worship Service
9:15am Sunday School with 9:30 Zoom Adult Bible Study
10:30am Worship Service
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Tue May 24, 2022

Parish News Compiled
7:00pm INReach meeting
Wed May 25, 2022 7:30pm HEART Meeting
Sun May 29, 2022 9:15am One Worship Service
Mon May 30, 2022 Happy Memorial Day
Church Office and Stepping Stones are closed

BOOKS FOR BABIES~
After a 2 year hiatus due to Covid , we are back!!!
Mitzvah Circle continues to support families in need
and has a special bag for the babies.
H3C, Hatfield Community Christian Coalition, is
sponsoring a Book Drive, BOOKS FOR BABIES,
from April 4th through Mother’s Day, May 8th. All of
the books collected will be delivered to Mitzvah Circle Foundation after Mother’s Day. We are collecting new and gently used books for all ages of children and especially cardboard books for babies.
Mtizvah Circle Foundation meets critical needs of individuals and families who
are struggling with crisis, poverty, homelessness and serious illness in our local
neighborhoods. One of the projects they support is a Baby Diaper Supply Bag
that includes diapers, baby wash, wipes and books for babies.
Mitzvah Circle Foundation sends a children’s hard-backed cardboard book four
times a year to the youngest children- infants through 2 year olds. They have
discovered there is only one book for every 300 homes who are under the poverty line in America. Giving these books to the children in every Baby Diaper
Supply Bag gets books into the hands of the most vulnerable children.
Look for a marked bin in the Narthex. If you have any questions, please contact
MC Reilly.

Laurel House Thanks; Ukraine Refugees; From the Editor
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Laurel House Thank YOU
The Giving in Service Team would like to thank the congregation
for supporting our Laurel House project. Through your generosity, 19 gift cards
($25 each) were given to help some of the women at Laurel House.
The thank you note from Laurel House stated “donations such as yours put
food on the table, clothes on people’s backs and other basic needs that we
often take for granted.”
Help for Refugees From Ukraine
The ELCA has strong partnerships with Lutheran churches in many of the
countries that border Ukraine and are currently receiving refugees. The ELCA’s
Europe Desk reports that “our greatest strength and most valuable assistance is
through the supporting church’s humanitarian efforts to receive and care for
people who are fleeing Ukraine- a population that is overwhelmingly women
and children.” Please continue to hold in prayer those who are fleeing and
those who are caring for them.
In this rapidly changing situation, it is likely that by the time media highlights a
need the organizations on the ground are already helping and offering
expertise. Financial support is essential to equip the organizations best
prepared to respond in the context. “We have already provided financial
assistance to those working in Ukraine and in neighboring nations and will
continue to do so (with confidence that the generosity of those in support of
Lutheran Disaster Response will continue to support the work),” according to
the report.
From the Editor:
It’s been a pleasure to gather all of the information on Grace activities for the
last 7+ years and put it in a format that hopefully you have found enjoyable and
informative. John and I will be moving out of the area the end of May. We will
be much closer to our daughter and will be in the small town of Cornwall near
the Cornwall Iron Furnace. We do expect to get back to this area from time to
time, since John’s sister lives in Telford. Hopefully we will be able to catch up
with some of you then. Blessings, Bonnie Stangl
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Prayers

Please let Pastor Raabe know if you would like
someone added to this list, or if someone you have
added is no longer in need of urgent prayers.
In Our Prayers: Bob Kaler, Suzanne Colville, Pam Matolicz, Paige Haldeman,
Nancy Sellers, Liz Bauer, Doug Boldon, Carol Buffone, Cassi Lambert,
Kristopher Yoder, Annette Beyer, Cindy Kunkel, Ron and Karen Hudson, Lisa
Kane, Joyce Salter, Hazel Mascaro, Jerry Mascaro, Rich Woltmann, Peggy
Long, Lorraine Snyder, Vickie West, Merilyn Forst, Bob Rufe (Mary Jane
Moyer’s brother), Bailey Vinson (Liz Bauer’s great-granddaughter), Sandy
Klinger, Chuck & Linda Arkins (H3C friends), Dave Kunkel, Sue & Faith
Rowbottom, Janet Williams (Carol MacDonald’s mother), the Scarola family
(dear friends of Peggy & Bruce Schmidt), Helen Godshall, Debbie Hendricks
(cousin of Mary Jane Moyer), Debbie Zuech-Smyrl, Madiafe Sheriff, John
Stangl, Christy Skogan (friend of Beth Krout), George Adams (Lincoln Kaler’s
football coach), Rhonda Wagner Berger (granddaughter of the Wagner property
original owners), Emily Detweiler (daughter of Beth Krout’s co-worker), Dean
Moore, Don Cabrera (Jean Shaffer's daughter's father-in-law), Peg Malloy,
Diane Miller, Donna Herman (friend of the Badmans), Judith Stangl (John’s
sister), Johanna Lonie (Tami Sarm’s niece), Whitney Buterbaugh (close friend
of MC and Bob Reilly’s daughter), Daniel Hopwood (Tom Hopwood’s son),
Gerry Mason (Richard Badman’s son), Rosemary & Skip McCoy (Liz Bauer’s
sister and brother-in-law), Cheryl Davis (Paul MacDonald’s sister), Laurie
Ronan (the MacDonalds’ neighbor), Jim Finnemeyer (John and Jean
Weierman’s nephew).
For all who grieve, including the family and friends of: Betty Murray,
Margaret Stangl (John Stangl’s mother), and Terry Stringfellow (friend of Dale
and Mary Jane Moyer), Ralph Schultz (Karen Seiler’s father), Jeff Hinton (friend
of Kay and Frank Stone)
For those in active duty military service: Robert McNulty, Marines, Jessica
Murphy, Air Force; Matthew Smyrl, Army; Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National
Guard
For active military deployed overseas: Kyle Murphy, Air Force

Mother’s Day Flowers; Yoga
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Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th
Honoring and remembering our mothers is a Grace Church Tradition. Pink
Carnations honor our mothers and White Carnations remember our mothers
who are no longer with us. In addition, you may choose to purchase a silk
sunflower in honor or memory of our mothers. The funds from our project will be
sent to the ELCA Disaster Response to aid the refugees throughout Eastern
Europe due to the crisis in Ukraine.
Orders are due by Sunday, May 1st
An order form is included in this newsletter. Please put your order in an
envelope marked Mother’s Day Carnations. Place in the offering plate or the
basket in the narthex. Orders may also be mailed to the church office or placed
in the mailbox outside the main entrance to Grace.
YOGA (Hatha) CLASS Back by Popular Demand
Every Wednesday, April 6, 2022 – June 29, 2022 from 6:15-7:15 pm.
All-levels. Poses and sequences will work on using all parts of the body and will
vary from week to week. This will be suitable for those with some yoga experience but also for anyone with little to none, as options will be offered for the
various poses. The goal is to work on strength and flexibility gradually while
gaining an ability to focus on breath and awareness.
WHERE: Grace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 40 N. Main Street, Hatfield,
PA
COST:
$5/class (Make checks payable to: Grace Lutheran Church)
WHO:
Ages 18 and up
What is needed: exercise mat (let me know if you
need one) Invite a friend or family member (Men too)
everyone is welcome.
Contact Kathy Stawasz, if interested
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Date

Communion
Altar Guild Assistant

Lector

Alcolyte

Ushers

Early Service
TBD

TBD

Peggy
Schmidt

TBD

Bob Smyrl/Don
Capanear

NA

NA

TBD

TBD

TBD

05/15/22

TBD

TBD

Peggy
Schmidt

TBD

Bob Smyrl/Don
Capanear

05/22/22

NA

NA

Walter
Family

Walter
Family

Walter Family

One 9:15

Service

See

10:30

Below

05/01/22
05/08/22

05/29/22

Late Service
TBD

Jaime
Snyder

Beth Krout

Lennon
Kaler

Beth & Jeff
Krout

NA

NA

Slugg
Family

Elijah Krout

Slugg Family

05/15/22

TBD

Frank Stone

Jean
Shaffer

Usher

Kay Stone/Kathy
Stawasz

05/22/22

NA

NA

Jean
Shaffer

Jayson Tula
& Crucifier

TBD

NA

NA

Richard
Badman

Cristiano
Tula

TBD

05/01/22
05/08/22

05/29/22

Live Streaming at Late Service: Harold Schaefer, Dan and Tami Sarm
Council Sender:

Jaime Snyder

Faith Build Update
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FAITH BUILD UPDATE: Now we build!
Your Habitat-Thrivent Faith Build team is thrilled to announce that, through our
birdhouse and spaghetti dinner fundraisers (and with a special gift in advance of
the wine tasting fundraiser), we have fulfilled our pledge of $2,500 to the HabitatThrivent-Montdelco Generosity Challenge. We are very excited to be part of the
Faith Build project at 2714 Cowpath Rd. Additional revenue from the wine tasting
will allow us to go above and beyond our pledge. Thanks to all in the Grace
family who have eagerly supported these efforts.
Now we are entering the next phase of our involvement: helping to build the
house! We have been given a special day, Saturday, June 25 from 9 a.m. - 1
p.m., as “Grace Lutheran Faith Build Day” at the site. There are 12 slots
available. Anyone 16 or older is welcome to participate. They will be at the
framing stage by that point. No experience is necessary--just come and learn
how to build a house and enjoy fellowship on the construction site. Please sign
up in the narthex, or call the church office, and we will get you registered. Help
build homes and hope, right here in our back yard!
Habitat has also announced that the Arvelo family (below) will be moving in
when the project is completed. Here is an excerpt from a letter they wrote
expressing their gratitude: “Thank you for giving birth to the canvas of our
dream…and for reminding us that all is not lost and that there are thousands of
reasons to continue in love with life and to strengthen our faith in our faithful
Father who literally moves mountains.”
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EEC Food Cupboard

Thank you for your generous donations! While the client base continues to grow
at the EEC, your ongoing offerings are a wonderful blessing for our Hatfield
neighbors. We are so grateful to be able to support Janet Hague and truly
appreciate all of our wonderful volunteers from Grace who continue to give their
time to this uplifting Hatfield ministry.
Latest Food Needs:
 flour,
 sugar,
 tuna in oil,
 ground coffee,
 tea bags
 cold cereal (no oatmeal),
 pasta and lasagna (no spaghetti)
 cooking oil,
 mayonnaise
 ketchup
 salad dressing
Items needed that clients can NOT purchase with SNAP (formerly "food
stamps"):
 hair conditioner
 dishwashing liquid
 laundry detergent,
 men's & women's razors and shaving cream
 13 gal. trash bags
 zip-top bags: quart or gallon
Upcoming distribution dates & times:
Tuesdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm : May 3, 17 and 31
Tuesdays 1 - 2 pm: May 10 and 24
The food cupboard is open to all Hatfield borough residents, so please reach out
if you, or someone you know, would benefit from receiving supplemental food/
household items. Messages for Janet Hague can be left at 215-8552540; foodcupboard@yahoo.com.
You can also call/email Carol MacDonald.

Mother’s Day Flowers Form
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Mother’s Day Carnations
Single Stem Carnations/Silk Sunflower
$2.50 each for carnation/$5.00 each for silk sunflower
Orders due Sunday, May 1st
Forms may be placed in the offering plate or display basket, mailed to Grace
Church or placed in the mailbox outside the main entrance of Grace.
YOUR NAME ________________________
White Carnations
(in memory of): Number ordered_____ x $2.50 = ______
Pink Carnations
(in honor of):

Number ordered_____

x $2.50 = ______

Silk Sunflower: Number ordered______ x
(in honor of or in memory of)

$5.00 = _______

TOTAL = $______
__cash __check
Checks should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church – memo carnations
Flowers may be taken home after the worship services on May 8th
PLEASE FILL IN:
In memory of: ________________________________________
FROM: ___________________________________________________
In honor of: __________________________________________
FROM: ___________________________________________________
Proceeds benefit the refugees of Ukraine and Eastern Europe
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Stepping Stones Update; Vibrant Synod Blessings

Stepping Stones Update
May is upon us with the warm weather and sunny skies! Stepping Stones has
been busy these last few months with Valentine's Day, St. Patrick's Day, and, of
course, Easter. We enjoyed a visit from the Easter Bunny and our very own inschool egg hunt!
Stepping Stones is also proud to announce that we've been selected by the
Franklin Institute to participate in their Leap into Science! initiative where we will
be supplied with wonderful science activities and supplies in exchange for us
offering three workshops to parents to teach them how to teach their own young
ones science! Once we have these dates scheduled out we will be sure to share
as these workshops will be open to the church as well! We're looking forward to
another fun filled month here at Stepping Stones!
Jessica Moran, Director

The Blessings of a Vibrant Synod
You may know that Grace is a member church of the Southeastern Pennsylvania
Synod (SEPA), one of 65 in the ELCA, but do you know what your Synod does?
Basically, synods exist to support congregations in whatever their needs might be,
from calling a new pastor to resources and various forms of encouragement that
give rostered leaders strength for the journey. This is the third synod I have served
in, and I’ve learned that the degree of cooperation, fruitfulness and vitality tends to
come from the top. We are blessed to have Bishop Patricia A. Davenport as an energetic and inspiring leader.
As we prepare at this writing for yet another Synod Assembly on Zoom, I’m happy
to be able to report that one good consequence of our “Zoom age” is that every
Thursday the Synod has been hosting a conversation in this medium for rostered
leaders on whatever topics seem to be of pressing interest. Mostly this has involved variations on the theme of “Omigosh! The pandemic is still with us. Now
what??” About two dozen typically come on to the call, and together we have
formed a nice bond that has been a wonderful source of strength and support.
The Synod organizes many other things as well to bring us together. One I’d like to
invite you to is “Lutheran Night” at the Phillies on Saturday, June 11 at 4 p.m. Let’s
get a group together and attend the game! A portion of all ticket sales will go to
support SEPA’s youth and family program. Look for more information in Grace
Notes and the narthex in the coming weeks. And if you’d like to be on the Synod’s
mailing list, just go to https://ministrylink.org/, scroll to the bottom and sign up.
Pastor Raabe

Rice Bowl Thanks; WELCA
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Rice Bowl 2022
The Giving in Service Team would like to thank the
congregation for supporting our Rice Bowl project during
the Lenten Season. Our Rice Bowl offerings totaled
$2,364 as of Sunday, April 10th.
Our gifts will be shared with The Hatfield Food Cupboard at Emmanuel
Evangelical Congregational Church, Manna on Main Street in Lansdale, and
the World Hunger Appeal through the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.
These special offerings will touch our neighbors in our communities as well as
those neighbors around the globe. Gifts to the Rice Bowl may be given at any
time.
WELCA
May 4th is our next meeting . This month will be different (No Cards) but we will
continue to do Our Time with the Word by reading Turning Your Heart Toward
God. Bring a lunch if you like. See you in May. Oh yes, I hope everyone had a
great Easter.
Barb Watts

If you are in need of pastoral care or are looking for a helping
hand for any reason, please contact Pastor Raabe by email; in
the office (M-Th 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.) or 215.855.4676; or on her
cell phone 614.214.2639. Talk with her about prayer requests,
illnesses and hospital stays, weddings, funerals, baptisms, and
joyful events in your life.
Photo Policy : We may be taking photos or video recordings during Grace events. You
will be giving your consent that any pictures and/or video taken may be published and/
or distributed by Grace Lutheran Church (i.e. Facebook, website, promotional materials) by
attending these events. Please let the Pastor or a Church Council member know if
you would prefer that you and/or your child's image not be used.

May 2022
May 7

Wine Tasting

May 8

Mother’s Day

May 29

Return to one worship service

Lynn Fasick
Office Phone: 215-855-4676
Church Office:
graceassistant40@gmail.com
Pastor Nancy Raabe
pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com
Stepping Stones(215-369-2052)
Jessica Moran, Director
steppingstonesoffice@
verizon.net
Kevin Freaney, Minister of Music
kevinf@musician.org

Grace Lutheran Church
40 N. Main St.
Hatfield, PA 19440-2905

See Important Details Inside or go to:
Gracelutheranhatfield.org

