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Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
For you, Lord, are a great God, 
and a great ruler above all gods. 
 
Refrain 
 
In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
the heights of the hills are also yours. 
The sea is yours, for you made it; 
and your hands have molded the dry land. 
 
Refrain 
 
Come, let us worship and bow down; 
let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
For the Lord is our God, 
and we are the people of God’s pasture 
and the sheep of God’s hand. 
 
Refrain 
 

 



 3 

Word: Matthew 28:9-15a 
 
9Suddenly Jesus met [Mary Magdalene and the other Mary] and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 11While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests 
everything that had happened. 12After the priests had assembled with the elders, they 
devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13telling them, “You must say, 
‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14If this comes to 
the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15aSo they took the 
money and did as they were directed. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn: Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia (stanzas 1, 4 and 5)    ELW 364 
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Dialogue 
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Gospel Canticle 

 
 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
you have come to your people and set them free. 
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
born of the house of your servant David. 
 

 
 
 
 
hrough your holy prophets, 
you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us, 
to show mercy to our forebears, 
and to remember your holy covenant. 
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship you without fear, 
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 
 
Refrain  
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And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
to give God's people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
Refrain: 

 
 
PRAYERS 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our 
risen Lord who makes every day new. 
Especially we thank you— 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . . 
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . . 
for the gifts of relationship with others . . . 
for the communion of faith in your church . . . 
 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. 
Especially we pray— 

for those who govern nations of the world . . . 
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . . 
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . . 
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . . 
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We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you 
have protected us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would 
also protect us today from sin and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into 
your hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your 
holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. 
 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord has taught us: 

 



 8 

 
 
 
Blessing 
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Touch the Earth Lightly: Text by Shirley Erena Murray, copyright 1992 Hope Publishing Co.; 
words by Swee Hong Lim, c. 2005 Hope Publishing Co. Used with permission under OneLicense 
#A-739245 (includes podcast/streaming).  
 
Liturgical texts and music reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies 
License #SA-S025662. 


