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We thank Karen Fallows for her music gifts and for being here at Grace today as Kevin is away.   
 
Prelude:  “The God of Abraham Praise”                       Arr. by Richard Proulx 
 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Please stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen.  
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font.  
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.   
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN:  “Let the Whole Creation Cry”                     ELW 876 

 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise:  “All Glory be to God on High”                        ELW 410 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our 
ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and 
enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
WORD 

First reading:  Jeremiah 31:7-9 
7Thus says the LORD: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
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  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 126 

 

 

1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of 
joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for 
them.” R 
 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. 
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R 
Psalm prayer 
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Second reading:  Hebrews 7:23-28 
 
23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by 
death from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, 
because he continues forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save 
those who approach God through him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them. 
  26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the 
other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his 
own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he 
offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to 
weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a 
Son who has been made perfect forever. 
 
Word of God, Word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                          
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Gospel:  Mark 10:46-52 
 
The Gospel of the Lord, according to Mark, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he 
cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood 
still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, 
“Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up 
and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to 
him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and 
followed him on the way. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON:  “Learning to Walk in the Dark”                     Pastor Nancy Raabe 
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HYMN of the DAY:  “Amazing Grace”                                             ELW 779 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 
To the petition “Hear us, O God” please respond, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
GREETING OF THE PEACE 
You are invited to greet those around you but we request that you refrain from shaking hands. 
   

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church, gathered today. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 
On the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
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who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
All who hunger and thirst, come. 
The table is ready. 
 
Communion will be received in your seat. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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Post-Communion Prayer  
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                       Arr. by Dale Wood 
Grace Choir 
 

1. My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, 
Take all my guilt away, 
Oh, let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine! 

2. May Thy rich grace impart 
Strength to my fainting heart, 
My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh, may my love to Thee 
Pure, warm, and changeless be, 
A living fire! 

3. While life’s dark maze I tread, 
And griefs around me spread, 
Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
From Thee aside. 
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Announcements 
 
 

BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor ☩ and give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude:  “Allegro Giocoso”              (from Water Music)   G.F. Handel 

 
 

Serving today 
Preacher and presider, Rev. Nancy M. Raabe 
Organist,  Karen Fallows 
Lector,  Richard Badman 
Ushers,  Peggy Schmidt and Kay Deussing 
Communion Assistant,  Bob Reilly 
Altar Guild,  Bonnie Stangl 
Video Recorder,  Harold Schaefer, Dan Sarm, Tami Sarm 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

13 

 
Copyrights and permissions 

 
“Let the Whole Creation Cry”: Text by Stopford Brooke, 1832-1916; music by 
Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702. Public domain.  
 
Psalm 126: Refrain by William Beckstrand. Psalter for Worship, Cycle 
B, ©1996 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under OneLicense #A-
739245 (includes podcast/streaming). 

 
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”: Text by John Newton, 1725-1807; 
music by W. Walker from Southern Harmony, 1835. Public domain.  
 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”: Tune by Lowell Mason, c.1832, Text by Ray 
Palmer, 1830. Public domain.  

 
Liturgical texts and music reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Annual Liturgies License #SA-S025662. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
Pastor Nancy M. Raabe 

40 N. Main St., Hatfield, PA  19440   215-855-4676   
Pastor: pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com  

Office: graceassistant40@gmail.com 
Stepping Stones: steppingstonesoffice@verizon.net, 215-368-2052 

 
 

We rely on your gifts to sustain Grace and all its ministries! Please leave your 
offering in the basket at the rear of the sanctuary, or sign up for electronic giving 
on the new online giving page at gracelutheranhatfield.org/give-to-grace. If you 

do not yet have offering envelopes and would like them, please let us know.  
 
 

If you are in need of pastoral care, or need a helping hand for 
any reason please contact Pastor Raabe by email; in the office 
(M-Th 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.) at 215-855-4676; or anytime on 
her cell phone, 614.214.2639. Talk with her about prayer 
requests, illnesses and hospital stays, weddings, funerals, 
baptisms, and joyful events in your life. She is waiting to hear 
from you! 
 
Coming up at Grace: 
 

 Today through October 31: ‘Fall’ing in love with Grace 

 All Saints: Now through October 31, in the notebook in the narthex you may add 
names of Grace members who have died in the past year, and on the facing page 
names of other loved ones who have died. We will remember them on All Saints 
Sunday (Nov. 7). 

 Sunday School continues today after worship, and Confirmation continues 
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. on Zoom. New students are welcome to join anytime. 

 
 

 Next week’s readings:  
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 46 ; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 
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