Parish News

To Glorify God
To Grow in Faith
To Give In Service
Together in Christ

A Letter from the Pastor

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in name the gift of
your Holy Spirit; confirm his/her faith, guide his/her life,
empower him/her in his/her serving, give him/her patience in
suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life.
Prayer at Confirmation with a laying on of hands
Dear Grace Family,
As we move through this time of pandemic, even as case
numbers begin to rise again, we are finding that we can be
cautious, caring for each other with masks, social distancing,
lots of cleaning, briefer worship times together, some
restrictions about what happens in worship, but still enjoy
each other’s company. We need to be about the mission of
the Church in the ways we can.
Our confirmation class is ready to be confirmed!
As we’ve planned for their Confirmation, we have realized
that this opens up the need for some Sundays to have 2
services – 8 am and 10:30 am.
On Sunday, November 29th, Seth Hercolini, Wyeth Slugg
and Olivia Stone will be confirmed at 10:30 am at Grace.
(That’s Thanksgiving weekend.)
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Pastor’s Letter Continued

A socially distanced reception will follow immediately with a time of reflection
on each student, a blessing by the pastor and parents, and perhaps food to
be enjoyed at home.
To allow as many people from the students’ families to come as would like to,
Grace will hold two worship services that Sunday – 8 am and 10:30 am. Not
everyone in their families will be able to come because of Covid precautions.
We’ll know after October 25th how many the families expect to bring.
You’ll have a chance to express your desire to be present for that service, as
well as services for Christmas Eve, in the survey that is tucked into the front
of this Parish News.
For those who want to be in worship on 11/29 but are open to coming to a
different service than the confirmation service, we will have an early morning
service that day, with communion. There will not be enough time in the
confirmation service to offer communion.
Worship & Music will then be moving to a once a month 2-service Sunday, on
the second Sunday of each month, to accommodate special services and
events within worship, like the joining of new members, baptisms, and the
like. These 2-service Sundays will begin in December, on December 13th., as
long as there is reason to do so in December. Watch for an announcement.
With each step, we want to consider how we can strengthen Grace’s ministry,
while continuing to care for each other in the midst of this pandemic.
Video recording will continue for those who want and need to quarantine until
vaccines provide better protection.
God’s richest blessings to you in this season of
thanksgiving.
Yours in Christ,
Interim Pastor Janet S. Peterman
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Leadership News

Interim News
Grace's Ministry Site Profile (MSP) has been accepted by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (the ELCA, our denomination), and the Deans, staff
and Bishop of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, our region of churches, are
now preparing a slate of candidates.
In the meantime, as the Call Committee prepares to interview, the Council and
the rest of the ministry prepare to be as strong as Grace can be to ready to move
with the new Pastor when he or she arrives, whenever that shall be!
The Transition Leadership Team had begun work on a Mission Plan, to move into
the congregation's part of working on growth. While the pandemic has kept them
from meeting, those conversations are now happening in other ways. Would you
like to be involved? Speak with President Peggy Schmidt.
In addition, we are exploring leadership changes for some ministry teams where
leaders have wanted a change, including an examination of INreach's core
mission after Carol MacDonald stepped down after 6 or 7 years of leading that
ministry, and a new leader for Stewardship:
A note from the new leader:
I am excited to be taking over leadership of the
Stewardship Team at Grace this fall. Kay Stone
and her team have done a great job for the past
many years, and I’m thankful for all they have
done. I know that Grace is growing and changing in
the face of the pandemic this year, along with a
transition to a new pastor. I’m looking forward to
working in the Stewardship ministry at Grace, as it
is something that I feel passionate about. And I
look forward to sharing our experiences as we head
into this new Grace. Ken Seiler.
Photo Policy

We may be taking photos or video recordings during Grace events. You will be giving your
consent that any pictures and/or video taken may be published and/or distributed by Grace
Lutheran Church (i.e. Facebook, website, promotional materials) by attending these
events. Please let the Pastor or a Church Council member know if you would prefer
that you and/or your child's image not be used.
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Prayers

In Our Prayers:

John Fischer, Bob Kaler, Wendy Amparano, Suzanne Colville, Pam Matolicz, Paige
Haldeman, Nancy Sellers, Laura Cooper, Liz Bauer, Beth Brown, Xavier Jackson,
Gerry Mason, Joe Hopkins, Doug Boldon, Carol Buffone, Cassi Lambert, Kristopher
Yoder, Annette Beyer, Dorene Bobb, Keira Drissel, Cindy Kunkel, Mandie and Emmett,
Ron and Karen Hudson, Lisa Kane, Andy Armstrong (Friend of the MacDonald’s),
Anne Lewis, Joyce Salter, Jim Pluda, John and Bonnie Stangl, Ken Seiler, Sr (Ken's
dad), Terry Stringfellow, (friend of Dale and Mary Jane Moyer), Hazel Mascaro, RJ
Bernheiser, Ruthann Rex (Kathy Stawasz’ mom), Rita Hamilton (Roney’s friend),
Jeanine Marie Cabrera (Jean Shaffer’s daughter), Rich Woltmann, Shirley and Bob
Yoder, Peggy Long, Carol MacDonald, Kent Peterman, Robyn Gibson (Phyllis
McKeefrey’s stepdaughter), Judith Stangl, Diane Steele and Sharon Schnee (both of
Jeff Krout’s sisters, both nurses, both recently diagnosed with Covid), Lorraine Snyder,
Julie Savitz, Vickie West

In Thanksgiving:
with the Reiss, Plawa, and Plawa-Oxenford families at the return home from the
hospital of Ashley, Aubree and Zoe after their births (mother and daughters are well!);
with Paul and Carol MacDonald and family and Mike MacDonald and Audrey Davis
who were married on October 4th; with Bryan Walter and Dan & Wendy Walter at his
recent engagement to Lauren Cartlidge; with Ken & Karen Seiler and family, and Nick
Seiler & Kirsten Deeck as they prepared for their wedding on October 24 th; with Elijah
Krout and family at this recent good news: no more neurologist appointments!!

For All Who Grieve, including:

The family and friends of Bob Darde; Fred Matolicz; Lillian Buschman (Kerry Stone’s
grandmother); Shannon Ryan; Ralph Buffone; Marilynn Homan; Barbara Masser
(Ray's wife); Joan Lattanze; Samuel Barndt, cousin of Andrea Roney; Joan Miller;
TreMar; Karen Weirbach; Diane Graham Miller; George Townsend (Roney’s friend);
Donna Plawa; Jean Goetter; Beto Dominguez (Jesus Tula’s cousin); John Green (Jess
Moran’s uncle), Edward Felix McTeigue (Reilly’s friend); Tomasa Dominguez (Jesus
Tula’s grandmother); Al Godshall; William Hardnock
Lost to Covid-19:
Elizabeth Coyle, Crystal Tula’s great aunt; Charlotte Hutchinson, Jess Moran’s
grandmother; Victor Dominguez, Jesus Tula’s uncle

For those in active duty military service:

Robert McNulty, Marines, basic training
Jessica Murphy, Air Force
Matthew Smyrl, Army; Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National Guard;
Kyle Murphy, Air Force

Minister of Music
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Good News or Bad News? If you read or watch the "news" you'll see a lot of both
good and bad.
I cant imagine not hearing news but sometimes I think that hearing "no news is
good news". Isn't that a saying maybe you've heard before? So at the moment
when we are thinking that things can't get worse, they do, or something tends to
trump what seems like the worst possible day. Well I'm not writing to share
any news that is dark or tainted with sadness. I'm looking at the front yard of my
home and all the trees and the sun shining on the leaves. It is such a beautiful
day!
The sight of something beautiful can pass you by in seconds or minutes. I've
always been told it's important to behold the moment and see the wondrous
things that God gives to us each day. Life moves along too fast sometimes and
maybe it's something our eyes see or our ears hear, but these little moments are
worth something much greater.
Musically, I'm thinking of some lyrics to a song "All things Bright and Beautiful". If
you hop on the internet and search this text or go onto Youtube, search for the
song. Take a moment to find just one thing in your day that is beautiful and take
a mental picture.
As we continue our worship experience in a temporarily abbreviated way,
consider how the little moments of a spoken word or pleasant greeting of a friend
or the brief peaceful moment between a prayer and reading and how it calms our
mind. Take a look out into the parking lot to see the sky or look upward and close
your eyes for 10 seconds. In that short moment God can speak to you and give
you a blessing.
Looking forward to this Fall and
something new, something good,
something that shows how God is
with us.
Peace to each of you,
Kevin
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Adopt-a-family

Adopt-A-Family Christmas Project 2020

In our local stores, we see the signs of the Christmas Season!
For many of us it is a time of joy and excitement. For others in our community, it
is a time to wonder how they will provide for their families at this time of the year.
Grace members and friends are invited to provide gifts to families in our area to
help them celebrate a traditional family Christmas and to experience sharing
gifts with their family. This year we will be sharing our gifts with families from
Stepping Stones.
We hope you will plan on doing some Christmas shopping for our families this
year.
Watch for the display in the narthex early in November. Suggested items for
each family will be available for your choosing. We encourage you to shop as
you do now – online or in stores. You may also choose to do gift cards as well.
Angel boxes will be filled by the Hatfield Christmas Committee. A list of items is
included below and will be available near the display in the narthex. Your items
may be brought to church anytime. Ending date for both our Adopt-a-Family and
the angel gifts will be Sunday Dec. 6th.
What a wonderful way to begin the Advent Season by giving to one of our
families.
The Giving in Service Team – Jean Shaffer, Lori Pluda, Diane Ball,
Carol MacDonald, Mary Jane Moyer, and Kay Stone
Items for Angel Boxes:
Paper Towels
Bathroom Tissue
Kleenex (tissues)
Bar Soap

Toothpaste/tooth brushes
Shampoo (be sure lids are closed tightly)
Deodorant
Razors
Feminine Products

November Calendar
Sun, Nov 1, 2020
Tue, Nov 3, 2020
Wed, Nov 4, 2020
Thu, Nov 5, 2020
Fri, Nov 6, 2020

9:15am
10:30am
3:15pm
7:00pm
10:00am
6:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
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Worship & Communion—All Saints Celebration
Sunday School (Zoom)
Confirmation Class (Zoom)
Stitchers
WELCA
Yoga
Sunday School Planners Mtg (Zoom)
Cub Scout Pack 510

Sun, Nov 8, 2020
9:15am Worship
Nov 9-13 Pastor out for Continuing Ed Conference (Zoom)
Mon Nov 9, 2020
7:15pm Quarterly Giving in Service Mtg (Zoom)
7:30pm Christian Connections
Tue, Nov 10, 2020 6:30pm Cub Scout Wolf Den
7:00pm Property Team Meeting
7:00pm Worship and Music (Zoom)
Wed, Nov 11, 2020 6:30pm Yoga
Thu, Nov 12, 2020 6:00pm Cub Scout Lion Den
Sun, Nov 15 2020
Mon, Nov 16, 2020
Tue, Nov 17, 2020
Wed, Nov 18, 2020
Thu, Nov 19, 2020
Sun, Nov 22, 2020
Tue, Nov 24, 2020
Wed, Nov 25, 2020
Nov 26 & 27, 2020
Sun, Nov 29 2020

9:15am
10:30am
7:00pm
3:15pm
7:00pm
6:30pm
7:30pm
6:00pm

Worship (Dec/Jan news articles due)
Sunday School (Zoom)
Stepping Stones Committee Meeting
Confirmation Class (Zoom)
Council in person with Zoom option
Yoga
Communication Team Meeting (Zoom)
Cub Scout Lion Den

9:15am Worship & Communion—Consecration Sunday
10:30am Sunday School (Zoom)
3:15pm Confirmation Class (Zoom)
6:30pm Cub Scout Wolf Den
6:30pm Yoga
Happy Thanksgiving! Office Closed
8:00am Worship & Communion
10:30am Worship / Confirmation

Above are the events we are aware of at the time of the Parish News printing, Other
events may be added or updated depending on the COVID-19 situation.
The Central Philadelphia (Korean) Church will be worshiping in the Wagner House on
Sundays at 11:00 am following CDC best practices.
Tuesdays are Welcome Bread Sandwich Days. The coolers will be out from 8am until 7pm.
Cub Scout Pack 510 is also meeting at Grace every Tuesday at 6:30pm

Page 8

H3C News
Hatfield Christmas Committee

September, 2020
Dear Loyal Supporters of the Hatfield Christmas Committee,
This is the time of year we usually send out our letter requesting your support for the
needy families of the Hatfield Community.
The COVID virus has taken a toll on this mission since many of our families come to us
through the schools, and the North Penn School District is all virtual at this time. This
year we will be supporting the families connected with the two local Food Cupboards.
Our mission to help others who need a hand up and not a hand out still remains but
with a different look this year. It is not yet safe for our sponsors to go out shopping so
we are taking a page from Manna on Main Street and focusing on purchasing $25 gift
cards to Walmart and Giant stores. These will be made available to the families in
need at the two Food Cupboards in Hatfield, Emmanuel EC Church on Lincoln and
Main Streets and Church of the Brethren on Cowpath Road, Hatfield.
If you choose, we invite you to donate to the gift cards at:
Hatfield Christmas Committee
C/O LP
PO Box 485
Hatfield, PA 19440
Another change this year will be the Angel Boxes. These include items that cannot be
purchased with food stamps. Rather than the usual collection of household products,
we are asking for only personal hygiene items. Once collected, they will be made
available to the families in need through the two food cupboards. The list of these
items include:
Toilet paper
Shampoo- tight lids
Bar Soap

Paper towels
Tooth paste and brushes
Deodorant

Kleenex
Razors
Feminine products

We will be collecting these items until Saturday, December 5 th. They can be dropped
off at Grace Lutheran Church, Hatfield.
Since so many businesses are also having hard times due to the COVID virus, please
accept our sincere thanks for your past support.
These are certainly difficult times for all. As we struggle to find our “new normal”,
please stay safe and may God Bless you All
Thank you,
Mary Catherine Reilly, 215 530 9838

Serving Schedule; WELCA
Date

11/1/2020 (All Saints
Sunday)
11/8/2020
11/15/2020
11/22/2020
(Christ the King)
11/29/2020-8:00 am
(1st Sunday in
Advent)
11/29/20-10:30 am
(Confirmation)

Ushers/Acolyte/
carry communion
basket
Kathy Stawasz &
Harold Schaefer
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Lector

Communion
Assistant

Ken or Karen
Seiler

Ken & Karen Seiler

Bob Smyrl & Ken
Seiler
Frank & Kay Stone

Peggy Schmidt

n/a

Slugg Family

n/a

Carol MacDonald &
Bruce Schmidt

Bruce Schmidt

Carol MacDonald

Ken Seiler & TBD

TBA

TBA

Kaler Family

One of the
Confirmands

n/a

Note: The Lector will read and light the Advent Wreath candles during Advent
For the foreseeable future, scheduling for all servers will be done
monthly. You will be contacted by email or a phone call to schedule.

November WELCA
Hi ladies, it’s that time again for our WELCA meeting. We will be meeting
November 4th at 10am. If it’s nice we will meet at the pavilion, if not we will be in
the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a lunch and your mask. Hope to see you then,
of course we welcome anyone else who would like to join us. Take care and stay
healthy, Barb
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Sources of Food; Yoga

Food Ministries: Sources of Food
Food Cupboard Distribution
The food cupboard at Emmanuel EEC (100 S Main Street)
Open: Tuesday, November 3rd & 17th, 2020 5:30-6:30 pm
November 10th & 24th 1:00-2:00 pm
Hatfield Church of the Brethren (1333 Cowpath): Is
currently opened by appointment only. Contact Pastor Clay
at Hatfieldfoodbank@yahoo.com to make an appointment.
Emmanuel Lutheran Church (69 W Broad St, Souderton) has a daily meal
program. Anyone may come for a bagged meal; limited social contact. No
registration required. No residency requirements. Up to 4 bags a day possible if
picking up for a family or for neighbors who can’t get out.
Open: 6 days a week, Mon – Sat, 10:30 am – 1:00 pm

YOGA (Hatha) Continues. Class will be outside weather permitting. If bad
weather we will be inside. Class will be on Wednesday, from 6:30-7:30 pm. - Alllevels. Poses and sequences will work on using all parts of the body, and will
vary from week to week. The goal is to work on strength and flexibility gradually
while gaining an ability to focus on breath and awareness. MASKS must be
worn.
COST: $5/class fee will be donated to the Welcome Bread (Make checks payable to: Grace Lutheran Church)
What is needed: exercise mat (let me know if you need one) Invite a friend or
family member everyone is welcome. Questions Contact Kathy Stawasz.

EEC Food Cupboard
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EEC Food Cupboard Collection UPDATES…
Dear friends at Grace,
Your generous donations to Emmanuel's food cupboard from Harvest Home last
month were well-timed and very welcome! We do appreciate your faithful giving
all year long, especially during this very unusual time! Late summer and early
fall can be “lean times” for food cupboards, and some of the Harvest Home gifts
went directly onto the shelf for distribution that week. Be assured that every can
or box makes a difference in helping us to meet the needs of 40-some families
each month. God bless you!
--Janet Hague, food cupboard director
EEC List of Needed Items for When You Shop…
 Grocery store gift cards (so the food cupboard can buy what is needed)
 canned corn
 "other" vegetables such as asparagus, beets, carrots, olives,
mushrooms
 tuna in oil
 Chunky soups, esp. "heart healthy" (lower sodium)
 dry pasta--any shape exc. spaghetti
 pasta sauce
 dish soap
 shampoo
Other non-perishable food items and household items also accepted.
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Warming Center

Warming Center Progress
Over the years, the Hatfield area has been subject
to numerous power outages. These outages have
grown more frequent, due in part to the numerous
aging trees effected by the weather. Power can be
out for a few hours or in some instances a week. It
can occur during the dead of winter, a hurricane or
even during the summer when temperatures soar
into the 90s. For the most vulnerable it can
become a life threatening situation when there is
no power to charge medical equipment or a place
to warm up or cool off.
The initial vision for the Warming Center came from the Stitchers of Grace.
Realizing that the power outage situation was a serious one effecting our area,
they decided to dedicate the proceeds from their biannual Stitch In events to
purchase and install a generator in a house located next door to the main church
building. They have been working on raising monies since Spring 2017. Other
Grace Teams, InReach in particular, had events and dedicated their proceeds to
pay for the generator.
As we began to close in on our monetary goal, we hosted a meeting for our
membership to discuss the project and to affirm that we had the support of the
congregation for it. Participants not only affirmed the project but expanded it to
include a cooling component in the event of a heat wave.
In 2019, the fund reached the goal that the Stitchers had set and the process of
securing a provider to purchase and install the generator began. With the
guidance of the Property Team, this has been accomplished and the generator
will be installed this fall.
What actually is the Warming/Cooling Center? The Center will provide
members of the community an opportunity to come in for a short period of time,
charge electronic devices, have a cup of coffee and enjoy fellowship during a
power outage or heat wave. It is not an overnight shelter.
Members of Grace will work together to develop guidelines and will have them in
place as soon as the generator is in place. This way the Center will be ready to
accept guests if power outages occur this winter.

Stepping Stones; Soupathon; Thanks
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Stepping Stones Update
Stepping Stones is falling in love with Autumn! In the coming weeks we will be
bringing the pumpkin patch to us and letting the children get outside and enjoy
the crisp Fall weather. We are also looking forward to "Make Your Own Mask"
day where we will be enjoying social distancing games, stories, and, of course,
designing and personalizing our own masks! With Thanksgiving coming, we just
wanted to say how thankful we are for all of you! Stepping Stones provides so
many wonderful opportunities to children and with your partnership, donations,
and just general thoughtfulness we are truly able to accomplish so much
more. Thank you for thinking of us and loving us! We love you too!
Jessica Moran
Director
Soupathon is Back!
Now is the time to stock up on some delicious homemade soup for the winter
months. On November 8th we will have delicious quarts of soup - chicken noodle, meatless minestrone and split pea on sale for $7. You can preorder yours
by filling out the form in the Narthex or give it to one of the Inreach Team members. We also are looking for soup makers - just register for what type of soup
you will be making (please use the provided recipes), the number of quarts you
will make and take the plastic quarts and bring it back on the 8th.
A Note of Thanks
I cannot tell you how grateful I am to be held up by your
prayers, to receive your cards and well-wishes, to be
offered gifts of food, and to know that you care about my
husband Kent’s healing after his accident and emergency
brain surgery. The healing is slow, but we see progress
every day. He’s walking and talking. They expect a full
recovery, though it may take as long as a year.
He’ll have a second surgery sometime before Christmas.
My family and I thank you.
Pastor Janet S. Peterman
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CROP Walk

North Penn Area CROP WALK

Sunday, October 11, 2020

For nearly half a century, CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more people
worldwide have access to nutritious, sustainable food sources. From combating
droughts in Nicaragua to providing agricultural training in Indonesia to stocking
shelves in hundreds of food pantries across the United States, CROP Hunger
Walks help end hunger by raising funds to support local food programs and the
international anti-hunger work of Church World Service.
(From the CROP Hunger Walk website)
Sunday, Oct. 11th was not a typical CROP Walk Sunday. This year a virtual walk
was held due to the Corona virus epidemic. Walkers could walk at home in their
neighborhoods with family and continue the mission: to help raise funding for
those in need of food both locally and globally. Special thanks to Kathy Stawasz,
Bonnie Stangl and Jean Shaffer for raising $1170 for CROP. Thank you to all the
sponsors who supported our walkers.

PB & J Sandwiches, Instructions (Tuesdays are drop-off days: 8am-7pm)





You make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches on soft white bread and put them
in ZIPLOC bags, 1 sandwich per bag. Use cheap white bread with gobs of PB
and J. A loaf will get you nine sandwiches. Please consider buying two loaves.
The cooler will be at the entrance to Grace all day each TUESDAY. Leave your
donation in the labeled coolers between 8:00 am and 7:00 pm
Please email, call or text Jelly Czar Lou to let him know how many sandwiches
you made.

Christmas Poinsettias
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November
Nov 1
Nov 22
Nov 26
Nov 29
Maura Shuttleworth, Admin.
Office Phone: 215-855-4676
Church Office:
graceassistant40@gmail.com
Pastor Janet Peterman, Interim
Cell: 215-327-8727
pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com
Stepping Stones(215-369-2052)
Jessica Moran, Director
steppingstonesoffice@
verizon.net

Grace Lutheran Church
40 N. Main St.
Hatfield, PA 19440-2905

All Saints Day
Consecration Sunday
Thanksgiving Day
Confirmation Sunday

