Sunday, October 18, 2020
XX after Pentecost/Proper 24, Year A

Introduction

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes.
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to
him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we
offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.

Prayer of the Day

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image;
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]

Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)
Matthew 22:15-22

A teaching on giving to the emperor and to God

Psalm: Psalm 96:1-9
Ascribe to the LorD honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)

'Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LoRD, all the earth.

’Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

“Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.

“For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

°As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.

®*Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.

’Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

®Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.

“Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions.
First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.



“Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. ‘°So they sent
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. *'Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” "“But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? *Show me the coin used for the
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. “’Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and
whose title?” “'They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore
to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are

God’s.” “When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

Prayers of Intercession
When I say, “Lord, in your mercy,” you respond, “Hear our prayer.”

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence is held as we gather our prayers.

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news.

Put your good news on our lips and in our hearts. Send your Holy Spirit among
preachers, missionaries, and evangelists.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the
sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted
stewards of all that you have made.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Where there is division,
let your reconciling truth bring healing and restoration:

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt.
Join their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices,
magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration
may be known.

Lord, in your mercy,



hear our prayer.

We pray for the offerings we bring.

Our ordinary gifts seem small when we stand in your presence. Multiply the gifts we are
able to offer to make them abundant, not merely enough, that you may be seen through
us.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you.
We lift Al Godshall, who died this week, into your loving arms, with the loved ones we
raise before you now in the silence of our hearts: pause

We give thanks for their witness.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

The LORD bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and [little cross here] give you peace.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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