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A Letter from the Pastor 

Dear Friends at Grace, 
 
I have to admit, many days, still, 
when I am in the office, masked, I 
just feel:  How strange this is!  It 
helps to have the Stepping Stones 
children back in the building.  We 
started with 5 on June 8th and are 
up to 16 with more calls from 
interested new parents every day.  
But I can’t bring them into the 
sanctuary for chapel, and that 
breaks my heart.  We are working 
on alternatives.   
 

Surprisingly, the children are at ease with their masks.  They 
don’t wear them for naptime, or when they are eating – of 
course!  But otherwise, they have adapted well.  They’re 
happy being with their friends.  The CDC regulations are 
tough, but they make me feel secure in the building with 
them, and I’m proud of our staff and the work we are doing 
together, making it possible for their parents to go back to 
work.  Kudos to the Stepping Stones Committee, as well, and 
to Finance and other leaders who secured a PPP grant, and 2 
other grants to ease the transition back when we needed to 
have staff present in all classrooms when not every child’s 
spot was covered. 
 

It’s strange, and challenging, what we face, and the 
uncertainty, many days, makes it hard to plan.  I’ve heard 
you:  Many of you are past “done” with all this!  And yet, the 
virus is not contained.  So we continue our care for each 
other in all the ways that we can: listening; 

Cont.. 
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reaching out; wearing masks; refraining from hugging and touching; distancing 
even when we are together; waiting to sing… 
 

When we first came back to worship in person, early in July, the people in 
worship on our second Sunday back shared some of how the experience of 
pandemic has been for them.  Then on the following two Sundays, we wove 
those experiences into prayer.  I wanted to share those prayers with you again 
now (pages 12,13 & 15) hoping that we can hold both the joys and the sorrows 
together, remembering God however we are feeling on any particular day.  For 
there have been unexpected joys, even in pandemic time, we have discovered, 
even as some of us are suffering greatly. 
 

May the peace of God sustain you, whatever this day brings you. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Janet S. Peterman 
Interim Pastor 

Altar Flower Sponsors needed: 
 
As of September we will bring back altar flowers. Two  
sponsors will be needed each week. Cost is $17 
each.  Please see sign-up sheets in the narthex.  For now, 
when visits are limited, we will not assign a delivery person to take care of the 
flowers after church.  That means the flowers are yours to take home. 
You could check in with the Pastor to see if she will be visiting someone that day 
or the next day and could take them, or ask others at church if they know  
someone they will be seeing who they want to take flowers to.  Otherwise, they 
are yours to take home.  Is a neighbor sick?  Do you know someone struggling 
in some way?  Perhaps they would appreciate flowers! 
 

There are glass vases in the sacristy to put the flowers in to take home.  Please 
return gold vase and insert back to the altar.  Questions, please contact Kathy 
Stawasz. 

Photo Policy 
We may be taking photos or video recordings during Grace events. You will be giving your 
consent that any pictures and/or video taken may be published and/or distributed by Grace 
Lutheran Church (i.e. Facebook, website, promotional materials) by attending these 
events.  Please let the Pastor or a Church Council member know if you would prefer 
that you and/or your child's image not be used. 
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Grace Lutheran Church Sunday School 2020 - 2021! 
We can’t wait to see all of you and hear about your summer adventures. Please 
join us for the first day of Sunday School on: 

Sunday, September 20th 

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

We are so excited to see familiar faces and some new faces as well. The format 
will be VIRTUAL this year.  Please think about inviting your friends to join us.   We 
will meet on Zoom for a Large Group Gathering where the days lesson will be 
presented and then “break out” into small groups of like aged kids going more in 
depth.   

Kindergarten – 3rd Grade 
4th Grade – 6th Grade 

Teen Group (Jaime Snyder)  
                            

If you have any questions, please contact:  
Laura Slugg  

Next Step toward calling a Permanent Pastor: 
Thanks to the following people who have agreed to serve on Grace’s next Call 
Committee:  Bob Reilly, chairperson; Tom Salter; Don Capenear; Bruce Schmidt; 
Tami Sarm and Jaime Snyder. 

Hunger in the Time of COVID-19:  
Life for Today and Hope for Tomorrow 

Rick Steves, guidebook author and travel TV host; the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, pre-
siding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA); and the Rev. 
Shelley Bryan Wee, bishop of the ELCA Northwest Washington Synod, invite you to 
an online benefit — the first of its kind — for ELCA World Hunger. Their goal is to raise 
$250,000 to confront hunger in the time of COVID-19.  
When: Thursday, Sept. 24, 7 p.m. Central time 
Where: Zoom virtual event 

http://r20rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRvnBf84QrLxpEgavHJBbcB8Ylu6u93jUnjBUyLWNphPIfryb1lx6119KiZ2wElpxe7tO5FctP2v690677-4ecoDIysSnZB2Q1zOj5dBcMyvgSJSBKwhYAV9xVIkVna6os1pf-5GOJwr6tKgk-gUKaawRDQ4XpMDLnmsT0Ow96UueDU0xwVC6mTmRD_Yv51ZicKMiJxZUwY6N32CKKS7bddvptAEa3mHYFoKX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRvnBf84QrLxpEgavHJBbcB8Ylu6u93jUnjBUyLWNphPIfryb1lx6119KiZ2wElpxe7tO5FctP2v690677-4ecoDIysSnZB2Q1zOj5dBcMyvgSJSBKwhYAV9xVIkVna6os1pf-5GOJwr6tKgk-gUKaawRDQ4XpMDLnmsT0Ow96UueDU0xwVC6mTmRD_Yv51ZicKMiJxZUwY6N32CKKS7bddvptAEa3mHYFoK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRvnBf84QrLxpEgavHJBbcB8Ylu6u93jUnjBUyLWNphPIfryb1lx6119KiZ2wElpOe2iYyy9zIcpnSRjYWqw-sO7fv285zeMTyBONGNAPCQbbAmIwOKQEzJYn76OABFFqdqPqK9LmqUhRYZ-bAY-b71Q6_rvTKawP6RPSltEpzrxSqUfDvp6gJhrHtXZhjs6itabbaYQOB_gX0dbKzGqDG6ZQt8ZkgfqgTCh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRvnBf84QrLxpEgavHJBbcB8Ylu6u93jUnjBUyLWNphPIfryb1lx6119KiZ2wElpWFuTYIFMiUiLIZWaulHRyljfokBNbzxnala21Qc9cq_XB-WpRE3xYGrcI2NzpFtkZGGTIJSsIzPKP7FahlgC7U2hewDTSif83_zmcylb09GjbP74U50UqCYI7CETg_StQiLhb21_UhTjmznBwYa2F3Rfvyy4lPQTwnY0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRvnBf84QrLxpEgavHJBbcB8Ylu6u93jUnjBUyLWNphPIfryb1lx6119KiZ2wElpjBOyKEMY8b6QT89UiSH-9vy3y9fu4C3MBWcMnlK-gXYAIJtFTMmos6XiOtqb68NIVGcCoBnB4gdQ0WpK4jN1hVroeVkOkmg8L5sQx5oZntozyDGKsTcj56c7_UW1h0XVtiBMBgyW7sAfibLzs6tKjkiPw6tX6B9Wa3D9
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In Our Prayers:  
John Fischer, Bob Kaler, Wendy Amparano, Suzanne Colville, Pam Matolicz, 

Paige Haldeman, Nancy Sellers, Laura Cooper, Liz Bauer, Beth Brown, Xavier 

Jackson, Gerry Mason, Joe Hopkins, Doug Boldon, Carol Buffone, Cassi 

Lambert, Kristopher Yoder, Annette Beyer, Dorene Bobb, Keira Drissel, Cindy 

Kunkel, Mandie and Emmett, Ron and Karen Hudson, Lisa Kane, Andy 

Armstrong (Friend of the MacDonald’s), Cindy Mancuso, Anne Lewis, Joyce 

Salter, Jim Pluda, John Stangl, Ken Seiler, Sr (Ken's dad), Terry Stringfellow 

(friend of Dale and Mary Jane Moyer), Hazel Mascaro, RJ Bernheiser, Ruthann 

Rex (Kathy Stawasz’ mom), Rita Hamilton (Roney’s friend), Jeanine Marie 

Cabrera (Jean Shaffer’s daughter), Rich Woltmann, Shirley and Bob Yoder, 

Peggy Long, Mary Lou Kratz 

 

For all who grieve, including:  

The family and friends of Bob Darde; Fred Matolicz; Lillian Buschman (Kerry 

Stone’s grandmother); Shannon Ryan; Ralph Buffone; Millie Anderson; Arline 

Kratz; Marilynn Homan; Barbara Masser (Ray's wife); Joan Lattanze; Samuel 

Barndt (cousin of Andrea Roney); Joan Miller; TreMar; Karen Weirbach; Diane 

Graham Miller; George Townsend (Roney’s friend); Donna Plawa: Jean Goetter; 

Beto Dominguez (Jesus Tula’s cousin), John Green (Jess Moran’s uncle), 

Edward Felix McTeigue (Reilly’s friend), Tomasa Dominguez (Jesus Tula’s 

grandmother)  

 

Lost to Covid-19: 

Elizabeth Coyle, Crystal Tula’s great aunt; Charlotte Hutchinson, Jess Moran’s 
grandmother; Victor Dominguez, Jesus Tula’s uncle 
 

For those in active duty military service: 

Robert McNulty, Marines, basic training 

Jessica Murphy, Air Force 

Matthew Smyrl, Army; Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National Guard 

 

For active duty military deployed overseas: 

Kyle Murphy, Air Force 
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Dear friends,  thank you for helping make things feel less "un-normal".  For your 
help in making things happen and for just being there!    
 

We've been outdoors for worship and we've been indoors as the weather 
dictates.   So the COVID19 virus really has folks in a tizzy!  So much info or not 
enough and then new masks styles and colors and safety ratings.  You'd think we 
might have matching hats or gloves in our future.   
 

Well on the serious side, we do have concerns and need to abide for safety 
reasons to wear a mask and keep a safe distance.   In worship, it also means 
little to no signing because singing actually has been shown to disperse aerosol 
not just droplets of moisture. Singing also propels these little guys further into the 
air.  Honestly, I want to belt out a loud Hallelujah or Amen sometimes but i can't, 
we can't.  It means that choir season will be "on hold" for a while.    
 

But, I am working on ideas and welcome ideas in music for the time being.  Keep 
in mind that while we can't sing much at church, you can listen, sway your head, 
tap you foot, mouth the words, hold your bible or bulletin close to your heart, 
close your eyes, ponder words that come to mind... all ways to take in the spirit 
of music.   If you notice, I’ve been including familiar hymn tunes often and 
improvising in the most musical way I can muster to lift up our spirits.   
 

I hope everyone is blessed with joy in some way through music and heart felt 
fellowship at Grace's worship.  
 

Thank you for blessing me with your kindness each week. 
 

Peace and joy,     Kevin Freaney 
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Harvest Home Sunday 
        September 27th  

          9:15 am service 
 
 
 

 
Harvest Home will be celebrated on Sunday, September 27th. Our gifts of food 
will help those in our immediate communities who need food.  These offerings 
are shared with Manna on Main Street in Lansdale and The Hatfield Food 
Cupboard at our neighbor church, Emmanuel Evangelical Congregational 
Church.   
 
You are invited to bring canned goods and non-perishable items to church 
during the month of September.  There will be a display in the narthex with a 
list of food items needed and a basket where you can place your food offerings.  
If you would prefer to drop your food at church during the week, bins will be 
available outside the Stepping Stones/Main Entrance to Grace.  Bins are 
marked for Harvest Home food items.  Bins will continue to be available each 
week for the Hatfield Food Cupboard at EEC as the needs are great. 
 
A few suggested food items from Manna and EEC are: 

Cereal 
Canned Fruit 
Canned Soups – Heart Healthy, Chunky, Clam Chowder, Split Pea, Lentil 
Dessert Mix 
Tuna in Oil 
Salad dressing 
Snack Size Chips and Crackers 
100% juice 
 

In addition to bringing items of food for our neighbors in our area, you may also 
use the envelope included in your offering envelope box that is designated for 
Harvest Home Sunday.  These gifts will be given to the ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal.  You will be providing funds needed for our neighbors in countries 
around the world. Your offering envelops may be placed in the mailbox outside 
the main entrance. 
 
The Giving In Service Team thanks you for these gifts that you share with those 
in need. 
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September Calendar 
 

Wed, Sep 2, 2020 6:30pm Yoga 
Thu, Sep 3, 2020 7:00pm Call Committee via Zoom 
 

Sun, Sep 6, 2020 9:15am Worship 

Mon, Sep 7, 2020 Office Closed for Labor Day Holiday 
Wed, Sep 9, 2020 6:30pm Yoga 
 

Sun, Sep 13, 2020 9:15am Worship  
Mon, Sep 14, 2020 6:00pm Stepping Stones Committee 
    7:30pm Worship and Music via Zoom 
Tue, Sep 15, 2020 7:00pm Council in person with Zoom option 
Wed, Sep 16, 2020 6:30pm Yoga 
 

Sun, Sep 20, 2020 9:15am Worship  
    10:30am Zoom Sunday School Starts 
Mon, Sep 21, 2020 7:00pm Call Committee via Zoom 
Wed, Sep 23, 2020 6:30pm Yoga 
  
Sun, Sep 27, 2020 9:15am Worship  
    10:30am Zoom Sunday School 
Wed, Sep 30, 2020 6:30om Yoga 
 

Above are the events we are aware of at the time of the Parish News 
printing,  Other events may be added or updated depending on the COVID-
19 situation.     
 

The Central Philadelphia (Korean) Church will be worshiping in the Wagner 
House on Sundays  at 11:00 am following CDC best practices. 
 

Stepping Stones Update 

So long, Summer!  We are amping up for the school year and are ready to start 
with a blast!  Stepping Stones is still enrolling for the new school year and we 
are excited for all that we have in store for the children! Teachers are busy les-
son planning, prepping materials, and cleaning, cleaning, cleaning, while chil-
dren are busy learning and looking forward to school starting!  As we continue to 
navigate the CDC guidelines for COVID-19 we will be getting creative to find 
new activities for the children in lieu of school visitors; if you have any sugges-
tions please reach out to the Center Director, Jessica Moran at stepping-
stonesoffice@verizon.net.  Bring on the 2020-2021 school year!  
 

Jessica Moran, Director 

mailto:steppingstonesoffice@verizon.net
mailto:steppingstonesoffice@verizon.net
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H3C News 
 
This certainly has been a year of challenges with the COVID virus.  The Hatfield 
Community has also felt its impact in many of the projects we support for our 
families in need.   
 

The Backpack Campaign is on an “As Needed” basis because the CDC guide-
lines do not want to have certain items from homes coming into the preschools.  
If a child needs a backpack, please see Joyce Salter or MC Reilly.  If you pur-
chased any items for this campaign, we can store them for you in the Wagner 
House.  There will not be an All Call for backpacks, school supplies or snack 
foods at this time. 
 

Our Coat Campaign also has a new look this year.  We were fortunate enough to 
have extra coats from last year and they have been divided between the two 
Food Cupboards so that the families who need coats can get them from what we 
have available.  If you know of anyone who needs a child’s coat, please contact 
Pastor Clay Moyer or Janet Hague at the Hatfield Food Cupboards.  If you 
bought coats early, please store them at your home, or give them to MC Reilly to 
be stored at the Wagner House.  Allowing the families to get coats at the food 
cupboards seemed to be the safest plan for all.  We will not be collecting chil-
dren’s coats nor holding our big Coat Distribution Day as we have had in the 
past.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of our local missions.  Our process of help-
ing our neighbors in need may look different, but our mis-
sions are still working behind the scenes.   
 

Please stay safe.  MC 

PB & J Sandwiches, Instructions 
 
 You make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches on soft 

white bread and put them in ZIPLOC bags, 1 sandwich per bag. Use cheap 
white bread with gobs of PB and J. A loaf will get you nine sandwiches. Please 
consider buying two loaves. 

 The cooler will be at the entrance to Grace all day each TUESDAY.  Leave 
your donation in the labeled coolers between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm   

 Please email, text or call Jelly Czar Lou to let him know how many sandwiches 
you made.  
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PB & J Sandwich Update:  Welcome Bread 
 
We are still making PB & J and Tuesday is still our day! 
 
The Philadelphia Citizen named the Welcome Bread  volunteer peanut butter 
and jelly brigade citizens of the week for the week of August 18.  See the full 
article at https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org/welcome-bread-peanut-butter-jelly/  .  
Excerpts from the article by Elena Musher Eisenstadt are below: 
 
Although Welcome Church has always been committed to food distribution work, the realities 
of Covid-19 forced the congregation, like other hunger-relief organizations, to rethink its 
distribution practices. Volunteering in-person “got scary real fast,” says Farrell. “We didn’t 
have information on how we could safely distribute things. And then the churches we were 
working with, they just shut it down.” 

When Farrell saw many churches closing in response to the pandemic, he made it his mission 
to construct a volunteer opportunity that prioritized three factors: the safety of individuals; the 
needs of the food-insecure; and the dedication of his community in a time of physical 
isolation. 

Farrell hatched and organized a plan in only 25 minutes: If he could just get people to make 

and donate 100 PB&J sandwiches a week, his community would be doing their part to feed 

those in need. 

Now, PB&J sandwiches are the central component of Welcome Bread’s work, and they might 
just be the greatest thing since, ahem, sliced bread: They are simple to make, freeze, and store. 
If each recipient gets two sandwiches to eat that’s 800 calories. “That’s a good start on a day’s 
nutrition,” he says. 
 
Welcome Bread collected approximately 200 sandwiches in its first week, 1,000 in its first 
month, and 2,000 in its first six weeks. Currently, around 70 volunteers, ranging from ages 4 to 
97, make a total of 2,200 to 2,500 sandwiches each week. 
 
Through Welcome Bread, Farrell has experienced the strength of his community coming 
together without physically seeing most of its members. The project is an optimal one in the 
era of Covid, since all sandwich-making occurs in the safety of a person’s own home. 
Although most of Farrell’s communication with volunteers happens over text, he has seen a 
few faces at Grace Lutheran Church’s parking lot services on Sundays. 

As churchgoers fight for spots under the lot’s single shady tree, Farrell asks Diane Ball, a 
volunteer who makes 100 sandwiches a week, how she finds the time and money to pull it off. 
According to Farrell, she and her family look forward to the work each week because “it feeds 
[them] as much as it feeds the people who get the sandwiches.” 

https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org/welcome-bread-peanut-butter-jelly/
https://thewelcomechurch.org/about-us
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Emmanuel Lutheran Church (69 W Broad St, Souderton) has a daily meal 
program. Anyone may come for a bagged meal; limited social contact.  No 
registration required.  No residency requirements.  Up to 4 bags a 
day possible if picking up for a family or for neighbors who can’t get 
out. 
Open:    6 days a week, Monday – Saturday 

 10:30 am – 1:00 pm (rear entrance) 

September Worship Services 
 
For the month of September, our worship services at Grace will continue to be at  
9:15 am and held in our sanctuary.  It has been wonderful to be able to worship 
outdoors when the weather permitted but as we approach September the chang-
ing season brings uncertainty and less shade in our parking area.  In addition, 
set up for worship is much easier inside.   
 We will continue with social distancing and wearing masks.  
 We ask that you sit in your family units with FOUR chair spaces between fami-

ly units.   
 Offering baskets, Bulletins and Grace Notes will continue to be at the doors to 

the sanctuary as you enter.   
 After the service has ended, those who wish to continue fellowship with each 

other should move outdoors where social distancing is easier and safer. 
 
As attendance increases, we will reconsider returning to our two services at 8 am 
and 10:30 am.  During July and August our average attendance has been 30 
people.  We especially would like to thank all those who have helped with setting 
up each Sunday, providing music, sound, and video for our online worship. We 
will continue to need volunteers to help with the video of our service, as well as 
sound, ushers and lectors.  

WELCA 

Hello ladies. Well September will soon be here and how it looks we will not be 

able to get together for our WELCA meetings I really hope that sometime this 

year we can meet once again I miss the fellowship and I’m sure you all do also. 

Well take care and stay safe and maybe by next June we can see each other 

once again. Barb Watts  
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EEC Food Cupboard Collection UPDATES…  

NEW monthly food distributions are now being held on TUESDAYS:  1
st
 & 3

rd
 

Tuesdays at 5:30 pm, 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Tuesdays at 1 pm.  

 
Items that are currently in short supply:  Grocery gift cards (Janet can shop for exactly 
what is needed!), Chunky Soup (Heart Healthy), jelly, spaghetti sauce, mac & cheese, 
tomato soup, canned white potatoes, dishwashing liquid, laundry detergent, & shave 
cream.   Janet Hague has also informed us that your garden surplus is welcomed and 
greatly appreciated by their clients!  If you have garden perishables that you would like 
to share, please call Carol and we can set up a time for pick up.  
 
As financial struggles become more prevalent during this pandemic, your ongoing 
support and generosity is so very much appreciated by our Hatfield neighbors.  Thank 
you so much for continuing to drop off donations in our plastic food bins located under 
the portico at Grace.  Any additional items you can pick up while you shop will make a 
difference. All non-perishables and household items are helpful.  Updated wish lists for 
scarce items will be shared in Grace notes.  
 
All donated items at Grace are brought to the EEC Food Cupboard once a week 
(usually Tuesday or Wednesday).   
 
The food cupboard is available to all Hatfield borough residents, so please reach out if 
you, or someone you know, would benefit from receiving supplemental food pantry 
items. 

We would like to start YOGA (Hatha) CLASS back up.  We hope you have all been 
well.  We will try having class outside for the month of September-weather permitting. 
If bad weather we will be inside. Class on Wednesday, September 2nd and run each 
Wednesday in September from 6:30-7:30 pm. -  All-levels. Poses and sequences will 
work on using all parts of the body, and will vary from week to week. This will be suita-
ble for those with some yoga experience but also for anyone with little to none, as op-
tions will be offered for the various poses. The goal is to work on strength and flexibility 
gradually while gaining an ability to focus on breath and awareness.  We will assess 
how it went and decide if we should continue in October. MASK must be worn. 
 

WHERE:  Grace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 40 N. Main Street, Hatfield, PA (will 
try outside if weather permits) 
COST:  $5/class fee will be donated to the Welcome Bread   (Make checks payable 
to:  Grace Lutheran Church)  
WHO:  Ages 18 and up 
What is needed:  exercise mat (let me know if you need one)  Invite a friend or family 
member everyone is welcome.  Questions Contact Kathy Stawasz.  
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Prayers of Gratitude for Unexpected Pandemic Joys  
Prepared by Pastor Peterman from people’s responses on 7/12/20.  
 
Our prayers this morning are a gathering of the people of Grace’s joys during the time 
of pandemic.  We pause to thank God for sustaining us, for granting us gifts of connec-
tion, love, hope, strength, and a sense of purpose in spite of the many difficulties and 
struggles of this time.  

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the Church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

 

We thank you, O God, for the gift of unhurried time – your gift of time for us, O God – 
to be reconnected and renewed within our households, even within the constraints of 
pandemic life:  time to look back over our years together and remember our blessings; 
time for reflection; time for going deeper into neglected projects; time for puzzles! time 
to discover new ways to use our isolation time; time to explore multiple online church 
offerings to receive their messages.   
 

We praise you for unexpected free time,  
for time to relax,  
for the time we can share with our young adults and grown children when we can visit;  
for time to explore and work on new ventures  
or “work” details around the house  
or to learn new things;  
and for time to sit  
– on porch or by the firepit or on the deck. 
Bless we the LORD: 
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Heavenly Father, you remind us in this season of the special gift of our families.  We 
bless you for this unexpected enrichment with them:  for family bike rides; in the joy of 
a new grandchild; for a son’s recent engagement;  
for the good health of loved ones; for the pleasure of working on projects together with 
family members. 
Bless we the LORD: 
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Eternal God, we thank you for the joys of our homes and yards:  for baby rabbits, baby 
birds, birds singing, for cardinals!  For time at home to watch this Spring unfold in our 
gardens.  For the ability to work from home without a commute, without interruptions. 
For more family dinners, more baking and cooking, and for our pets. 
Bless we the LORD: 
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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O God of heaven and earth, we see your hand also in the deeper movement and 
rightness of this time, or some part of it:   
our children’s choices of life partners during this time of isolation,  
a child’s growth in a new or unexpected way,  
the sense that our nation may finally confront racial injustice, 
seeing community come together to protect each other  
or to help with donations. 
For your guidance and protection in this time of vulnerability and change,  
and for these movements toward growth and wholeness: 
Bless we the LORD: 
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Faithful God, we praise you for the wonder of our connection as Church – that trans-
mits even over the Internet!  Worship on YouTube, and when we are isolated from 
each other, even by seeing pictures of each other online, and the ability to study 
your Word online with friends far away. 
Bless we the LORD:   
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

We thank you for good neighbors, for the web of connections with friends, enhanced 
by phone and internet: 
Bless we the LORD: 
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Gracious God, we thank you for the beginning signs of opening up: for being able to 
get away from Pennsylvania for a break; for time away with a loved one at the 
beach;  
for getting out to see a loved one; and for Grace being able to return to worship in 
person.  For these beginnings and for the ways they sustain us in hope for the fu-
ture: 
Bless we the LORD:   
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. 
We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places, naming before 
you those dear to us:  Momma Jean Goetter; John Green, Jess Moran’s uncle; Vic-
tor Dominguez, Jesus Tula’s uncle, lost to Covid-19; and Beto Dominguez, Je-
sus Tula’s cousin. Gather us with them on the day of salvation.  
Bless we the LORD: 
THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these pray-
ers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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2020 North Penn Annual CROP Walk 

The Walk is virtual, but the need could not be more real! 
 
The North Penn Annual CROP Walk will be virtual this year and take place on 
October 11, 2020.  The walk is 5 miles.  Even though we will not be gathering to-
gether, we know you are still walking and raising money for Manna and CWS.  If 
you can’t walk that day, please walk any time during the week leading up to 
World Hunger Day which is on Friday, October 16, 2020.  
 
Won’t you join in the fun and walk so that others may have food!!  The funds 
raised at area CROP Walks are given to Church World Services.  CWS distrib-
utes these funds to the areas in the world in most need of help. Part of the funds 
are shared in the Lansdale area.  If you cannot join the walk, help sponsor one of 
our walkers.  For information or to pick up a form to walk, see Jean Shaffer or 
Kay Stone. 
 
Visit “Grace Lutheran Church-Hatfield” Crop Walk page to donate or join our 
Team:  https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lansdalepa/Team/View/135421/Grace-
Lutheran-Church-Hatfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit  http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?
pagename=crop_mainfor more information about this world wide project through 
Church World Service. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lansdalepa/Team/View/135421/Grace-Lutheran-Church-Hatfield
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lansdalepa/Team/View/135421/Grace-Lutheran-Church-Hatfield
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=crop_main
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=crop_main


 

Psalm of Pandemic Lament Page 15 

Psalm of Lament for Grace (from 7/26/20) 
Prepared by Cathy and Lou Farrell, who have experience with a healing ministry at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Ambler, their last congregation; prepared after they read 
through the people’s responses on 7/12/20 of their struggles during this time. 

 
 
Oh Father, where are you in these endless days 
Where fear, anxiety, and uncertainty are our daily bread? 
Where many have no bread and no job 
And no one to be with. 
We feel surrounded by many dangers 
While we need to isolate and wonder 
If we will stay healthy? 
 

Where are you, Lord? 
It feels like you have abandoned us 
Yet we know you have not. 
But why is all of this happening? 
You see in ways we never can Lord, 
What are you seeing – what is the good that will come of this? 

 

And so, we do our best, while we cannot gather as we would like, 
While we cannot join in song to you as we would like. 
We hope that all of the anger and unrest will melt away  
in understanding and people coming together for the good of all. 
 

Guide us, Lord, in how to be, 
In what to do. 
Help us in our fear and our anxiety, 
Help us not to feel so alone. 
 

We trust in you,  
because we are your people. 
At this dark time, we trust in you,  
because we are your people. 
 

As always, we trust in you,  
because we are your people. 
 

 



 

Office Phone: 215-855-4676 
Church Office:  
graceassistant40@gmail.com  
 
Pastor Janet Peterman, Interim 
Cell: 215-327-8727 
pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com 
 
Stepping Stones(215-369-2052)   
Jessica Moran, Director 
steppingstonesoffice@ 
verizon.net  
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