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A Letter from the Pastor 

Dear Friends at Grace: 
 
I am used to projecting 
for you where we are 
headed, where we stand 
in the process, what you 
can expect. 
 
We should be at a pivot 
point right now, ready to 
turn into the Call 
Process… but a virus 
has our world turned 
upside down. 
 
But one thing has not changed:  God is still God.  May you 
know yourselves held by Almighty God, the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth!  May the promises of the resurrection, 
that all things will be made new, sustain you, even now. 
 
So we take a breath, and work at the things we are able to 
do, strengthening Grace in its core mission, giving thanks to 
God for the strength of our leaders and staff and our 
interconnections, even as we cannot be with each other in 
person, for God’s presence with us, upholding us, leading us, 
and guiding us. 
 
In an effort to extend our connections with each other over 
the next month, we bring you a game we played during our 
first transition event last fall.  We so enjoyed racing around 
fellowship hall, engaging with each other – the room was 
bubbling over with excitement and social 

Cont.. 



 

Page 2 Pastor’s Letter Continued; Rice Bowl 2020 

interaction.  Ok, so the game will feel a little different this time around.  (If you 
happen to have your old game board from the transition event, no peeking!)  
There is one copy of the game board with this Parish News.  Your assignment, 
over the next TWO WEEKS, is to fill the game board by making contacts with 
people from Grace.  Only two may be members of your family and only two 
others may be members of your household (if that is relevant).  All others’ names 
to fill in the squares – you will have to write the names in this time – have to be 
current worshippers at Grace.  They don’t have to be members.  When we are 
back together, we’ll ask you to bring your completed game boards for a display 
on our web of connections with each other.  (Be sure to put your name on your 
game board, or your family’s name if you worked on it together.) 
 
Find your game board with the directions printed on it, and have fun connecting 
with Grace members and friends.  If you need contact information for someone, 
write an email to the church office [graceassistant40@gmail.com] or contact me 
[pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com; 215-327-8727] 
 
Until we meet again in person, see you online for church! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Janet S. Peterman 
Interim Pastor 

 
Rice Bowl 2020 

 
The Giving in Service Team would like to thank the congregation for supporting 

our Rice Bowl project during the Lenten Season. These gifts will be shared 

with The Food Cupboard at Emmanuel Evangelical Congregational Church in 

Hatfield, Manna on Main Street in Lansdale, and the World Hunger Appeal 

through the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.   These special offerings 

will touch the lives of those in our community as well as around the world who 

need food and shelter.             Gifts to the Rice Bowl may be given at any time.  
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Council Corner 
 
Council Is Learning to Zoom 
I wish I could say that Council was learning how to drive their cars really fast 
but unfortunately it means that we are having to do all of our meetings 
remotely. Despite our “Stay At Home” orders, the business side of Grace must 
go on as well as the transition process and the appointing of a Call Committee.  
It has not been easy for we all have different levels of expertise when it comes 
to technology and many of us do not have the same equipment.  At one 
meeting, I couldn’t understand why no one was answering my questions or 
responding to my comments.  At the same time, the other people on the call 
wondered why I was so quiet.  It turns out I had it on mute the entire time!   
So far Council will have met three times for one hour meetings.  Two of the 
meetings focused on the Call Committee and the CARES Act. The third was 
our regularly scheduled meeting to do our routine church business.  How we all 
miss just a regular, routine meeting.  
We don’t know how much longer it will take before we can actually meet in 
person.  But rest assure that Council is doing everything they can to have the 
business side of Grace run as “normally” as possible and at the same time, 
continue our journey to call a new Pastor.  Please pray for us as we move 
through these challenging times.  
 
Peggy Schmidt 
Council President 

Sunday School Update 
 
Sunday Church School classes usually stop at the end of May each year because 
people (including the SCS teachers) start getting busy with nice weather plans 
and weekends away.  It looks like things in the world are going to be a little differ-
ent this year.  So the SCS Team decided that we would continue meeting with the 
SCS children each Sunday at 9:15am until people are allowed to go out for fun 
again.   
 
Zoom links will be sent to families ahead of time.  Please let Laura Slugg know if 
you need to be added to the email list.    
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In Our Prayers:  

John Fischer, Bob Kaler, Wendy Amparano, Suzanne Colville, Pam Matolicz, 

Paige Haldeman, Nancy Sellers, Laura Cooper, Liz Bauer, Beth Brown, Xavier 

Jackson, Gerry Maso, Joe Hopkins, Doug Boldon, Carol Buffone, Cassi 

Lambert, Kristopher Yoder, Annette Beyer, Dorene Bobb, Keira Drissel, Cindy 

Kunkel, Mandie and Emmett, Ron and Karen Hudson, Lisa Kane, Andy 

Armstrong (Friend of the MacDonald’s), Diane Graham, Miller (Friend of the 

Walter Family), Cindy Mancuso, Anne Lewis, Joyce Salter, Jim Pluda, John and 

Bonnie Stangl, Ken Seiler, Sr (Ken's dad), Terry Stringfellow, friend of Dale and 

Mary Jane Moyer, Hazel Mascaro, Bob Yoder, RJ Bernheiser, Karen and Mark 

Weirbach 
 

For all who grieve, including:  

The family and friends Bob Darde; Fred Matolicz; Lillian Buschman (Kerry 

Stone’s grandmother); Shannon Ryan; Ralph Buffone; Gail Constanzer (Shirley 

Yoder's sister-in-law); Frank “Chick” Mascaro (Jerry’s brother); Millie Anderson, 

Arline Kratz; Marilynn Homan; Barbara Masser (Ray's wife); Joan Lattanze; 

Samuel Barndt (cousin of Andrea Roney); Joan Miller; and Elizabeth Coyle 

(Crystal Tula’s great aunt, who died of the coronavirus) 
 

Prayers of gratitude:  for all who work for the common good in this time of the 

pandemic – in gratitude for their work and with a prayer for their health, 

strength, patience, courage and protection; for medical personnel at all levels; 

for people who staff our grocery stores and collect our trash; for people who 

work at warehouse stores, post offices and on delivery routes; for volunteers 

who keep food pantries and food distribution sites open; and for others whom 

we may forget to mention: We thank you, Lord.  Be a source of comfort, healing 

and strength.  We give thanks to God for Matthew Smyrl’s safe return from 

his deployment overseas. 

  

For those in active duty military service: 

Robert McNulty, active duty Marines, basic training 

Jessica and Kyle Murphy, both active duty Air Force 

Matthew Smyrl, active duty Army; Nathaniel Smyrl, PA Army National Guard,  

returned in January from a year’s deployment 
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 Minister of Music  
 

I'm daily thinking of Grace members and hope you are well.  I miss everyone! 
  
Working with a team of people for online worship has been a challenge and 
time consuming but the efforts hopefully help us stay connected in this time of 
being separated physically from our church building and each other.  
  
For those of you who can view our worship online, you've heard hymns, duets, 
solos, and my prelude and postlude music.  The impact of COVID19 has 
changed the way I prepare, and generate music. By that, I mean I have 
processed new routines, being mindful that we have to think about safety and 
caring for each other in our methods of preparation. 
  
I have a number of people working with me to prepare music for our online 
worship.  I am grateful to all who have helped and to those currently working 
with me to prepare and record music.  
  
My hope and prayers are focused on health 
and being safe.  As we continue our efforts 
to bring worship to you, please know I can’t 
wait to be together again.  For this 
moment,  you are with me in my thoughts 
and prayers and in every note I play! 
 
Kevin 

Photo Policy 
 

We may be taking photos or video recordings during Grace events. You will be 
giving your consent that any pictures and/or video taken may be published and/
or distributed by Grace Lutheran Church (i.e. Facebook, website, promotional 
materials) by attending these events.  Please let the Pastor or a Church 
Council member know if you would prefer that you and/or your child's image 
not be used. 

Making a lot of money is different from having a rich life 
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Thank You Diddens 
 

It was a cold morning on the Saturday before Easter when five volunteers, 
equipped with masks and gloves, lined up to greet the truck from the wholesale 
plant nursery Diddens in Grace’s parking lot.  Diddens wanted to do something 
for the Hatfield Community in order to lift their spirits and spread the love of 
Easter.  With the organizational and promotional help of the Hatfield Chamber of 
Commerce, Bethany, EEC and of course Grace, the community was invited to 
come and get an Easter plant.  Little did we know that when the truck was un-
loaded, we had over 1,000 plants! 
Visitors were greeted at the entry of the parking lot where they proceeded to 
make a loop where they were handed a flat of pansy or an Easter plant of their 
choosing.  Toward the end, plant lovers were rewarded with many plants of their 
choosing.  
What was so wonderful for me was seeing so many of our members, wearing 
their masks, had come to receive a plant.  It was such a joy to see them, it was 
worth standing for 4 hours in the cold.  The plant giveaway was the second 
“drive-by” event since Grace had to shut their doors.  Our Palm Sunday palm 

giveaway was also a big success with only a few skinny palms left at the end of 
the day.  These events are just another way for us all to stay connected to 
Grace during these difficult times. See the Flower Power line up below: 
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For Worship:  

Go online in any way (phone, tablet, computer with any browser). Go to 

www.YouTube.com  Search for: Grace Hatfield Services   

Sunday services are posted each week about noon on Saturday and will stay 

available.  Find the lessons & prayers on Grace’s website: 

 (https://gracelutheranhatfield.org/worship-and-music/audiovideo/ ).  Spread the 

word! 

 

For Sunday School:  

We’re holding Sunday school by Zoom.  It’s so good to see each other!  Contact 
Laura Slugg for your personal invite (pj’s are ok!)  
 
Dates may be added depending on the COVID-19 situation.   You will be no-
tified by email, phone, or mail when in person gatherings will start. 
 
Our Regular Worship when we return will be an 8am Communion Service and a 
10:30am service with communion on the 1st and 4th Sundays.   Sunday School will be 
at 9:15am unless otherwise noted. Calvary Korean Church will use the sanctuary each 
Sunday starting at 12:30 pm.     

WELCA 
 
I’m so sorry we couldn’t get together in April and it really doesn’t look like we will 
in May. I hope you are fine and also your families. I really didn’t want to forget 
our shut- ins so Kay Deussing gave me some blank cards and stampers to 
make Easter cards.  I made 15 cards and I found it to be fun. I hope we can get 
together soon, I miss Normal and I hope we can get back to that. So please take 
care and stay safe.      Barb Watts  

Stay-At-Home Stories 
  
The Parish News Editor solicited some stories from the Grace Members con-
nected with Grace by email.  The stories received are scattered throughout the 
following pages of the Parish News.  We hope you enjoy them and hope it helps 
those of you who aren’t on the email list to feel more connected to some of our 
members.  If you have email and want to be more connected, please send your 
email address to graceassistant40@gmail.com.  If you have a story that you 
want to share next month, send it to bjkstangl@verizon.net . 

https://gracelutheranhatfield.org/worship-and-music/audiovideo/
mailto:graceassistant40@gmail.com
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Offering Food Continues… 
Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food…?  Matthew 25:37  
Grace members and friends have responded with Amazing Grace to Lou Far-
rell’s challenge to us, preparing 217 the first week for members of the Welcome 
Church and others living on the streets of Philadelphia. The programs who re-
ceived the sandwiches were overjoyed!  They were all gone by dinnertime.  
Wednesday is a sparse day.  The food is really needed.  Week two brought 315 
sandwiches along with additional coolers for collection. 
 
Not all of us can make sandwiches each week, but some of us can, something is 
touched in our soul at Grace when someone is hungry and we are full and have 
food that we can share. We'll keep making sandwiches at least until the usual 
feeding places in Philadelphia reopen. . Members of St. John’s Ambler are join-
ing us in this feeding effort. 
Want to help? 
 You make peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches on white bread and put 
them in ZIPLOC bags, 1 sandwich 
per bag. Use cheap white bread with 
gobs of PB and J. A loaf will get you 
nine sandwiches. Please consider 
buying two loaves. 

 Make the kind of sandwiches that 
your Mom used to yell at you about. 
Load them up. We want to fill bellies. 

 The cooler will be at the entrance to 
Grace all day each TUESDAY.  
Leave your donation in the labeled 
cooler sometime between 8:00 am 
and 8:00 pm   

 Please email, text or call Lou to let 
him know how many sandwiches you 
made. He delivers Wednesday. 

 

See one person’s PBJ assembly line above and the first offering on the next 
page: 
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Mother’s Day Carnations!    Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th   
  
Our tradition at Grace is to remember our Mothers on Mother’s Day 
by purchasing carnations. Pink Carnations honor our mothers and 
White Carnations remember our mothers who are no longer with us. 
The funds from the sale of the carnations are shared with Laura 

House, a local shelter for those who are victims of domestic violence. The Giving 
In Service Team would like you to consider honoring or remembering your moth-
ers by helping others in need.  Forms are available in the April Parish News. Or-
ders are due by Sunday, May 3rd 
   
How can you order carnations? Send the form from the Parish News to the 
church or drop it in the mailbox at Grace.  (This mailbox is secure!)  OR email me 
at kaystone@comcast.net with your order.   
What we need:    

YOUR NAME  
Number of WHITE Carnations and in Memory of ______ from____ 
Number of PINK carnations and in Honor of _____ from____ 
Each Carnation cost is $2.50 
TOTAL=  $______ 
       
Checks should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church – memo carnations 
 
 If we do not have services at Grace on Mother’s Day, a time for pick up at 
Grace will be in Grace Notes. 
 

mailto:kaystone@comcast.net
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Everything changed on March 12 when Gov. Wolf closed the schools in 
Montgomery County recognizing we were the epicenter of COVID-19 for PA. The 
principal announced at 2 pm that all students and teachers should take everything 
home with them that we thought we might need. School ends at 2:12 at NPHS. It 
was a mad dash. I had 40 students staying after school for Shrek vocal rehearsal. 
We had a fun hour together while I made sure they all had rides by 4:15.  I 
hurriedly packed. And we were gone. The next two weeks was incredible as the 
NPSD administrators, staff, and teachers transitioned to online learning. We were 
emailing, texting, Google meeting, taking on-line webinars to learn various digital 
methods and tools to deliver learning. Wrapping our brains around this different 
teaching -- let alone a pandemic -- had our brains spinning. March 30 we 
transitioned to the "new" school. Just getting notebooks from elementary 
classrooms to K-6 graders, Google Chrome books to older students who left theirs 
in lockers or had broken devices, and distributing breakfasts and lunches to those 
kids who qualify for them was monumental. Charlie and I sequestered from the 
morning of March 14 because of his heart condition and our ages. He has only 
gone out to do a few Giant pick ups. We've gotten good at zoom to talk with and 
see our kids and grandkids. We miss them terribly. We miss our church family. 
Virtual Sunday School is wonderful. Thank you Laura for putting that together. The 
virtual church services bring a light to each week. Holy Week services focused us 
on the eternal story of God's love and grace. We "loved to hear the story" of the 
journey Jesus took for us from a donkey ride thru Jerusalem; to the Last Supper 
with his disciples; through his arrest, "trial", and vilification; to the end being 
mocked even while enduring the excruciating horror of death on the cross. Then 
there is dawn; the opening of the empty tomb. A light is extinguished on Friday and 
re-enters the world with the growing dawn of comprehension that He Has Risen. 
With Mary we can say, "My Lord!" Alleluia. How perfect that we live this story again 
at this time of COVID-19. The dark becomes light. Hope returns. The world is 
changed forever. But it is still here. We will endure through God's grace. We are 
here with the opportunity, given and blessed by God, to do and be better. Thank 
you to all who participated in making the services happen through taking an active 
role to those keeping Grace going behind the scenes. Thank you to Kevin and 
Pastor Peterman for envisioning and creating the services for this time, for your 
messages through music and the Word. Grace is once again blessed that we have 
each other and that Kevin and Pastor's steps brought them to our door. May we all 
keep the Easter message close in our hearts over the next weeks and months. We 
will keep each other and our world in our hearts and prayers. God is with us. 
Jesus walks beside us. The Holy Spirit is within and around us. Alleluia. Be well; 
stay well.  
   Blessings, Andrea and Charlie Roney 
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Stepping Stones Update 
As we are continuing to watch the Governor and our other elected officials for a 
re-opening date, there are things that you can enjoy with your child at 
home!  Elmwood Park Zoo is offering a daily virtual tour with lessons.  Vis-
it https://www.elmwoodparkzoo.org/epzoo2u/ for more information!  I hope you're 
keeping safe and busy with your families! 
 
Jessica Moran, Director 

From Kay Stone: Frank and I were traveling out of Pennsylvania when the 
corona virus was just beginning to cause fear and many changes at home. We 

returned to our Lansdale home on March 16th on a flight with about 30 people on 
the plane. To me, it was like being in a dream. Shortly after we arrived home from 
the airport, we went to the grocery store and were amazed at the empty shelves. 
We got bread and milk and a few things to get us through a few days. What do 

you do when you cannot go anywhere?  Frank found a 1500-piece jigsaw puzzle 
for us to try. We also made a list of movies to watch. Each day we walk outside, 
weather permitting. Shortly after our return home, I suggested that Frank do a 
painting project that was overdue. Frank also managed to do some outside work, 

mulching and taking care of our yard. We miss our children and grandchildren 
and we are looking forward to the day we can all be together. We look forward to 
church on YOU TUBE. It is wonderful to see our lectors each Sunday. We are 

grateful for our production team - Pastor, Harold, and John and lots of volunteers 
who help with the services. Prayers and hugs to all and hoping to see YOU soon. 
By the way, we did finish that huge puzzle.    Kay Stone 

Office Administrator 
In March we announced the hiring of Office Administrator Doretta Roessler.  The 
timing was just days before Montgomery County went into lockdown.  Doretta 
helps to care for her mother.  Being out among others felt too risky.  She gave us 
our position back. 
 
For now we are not producing bulletins, which is a main task of the position.  
Work we need to complete on the church’s database has to be done by volun-
teers and Pastor Peterman. (There are not enough hours allocated in the position 
to bring it up-to-date, just to maintain it.  That work continues.)  Pastor has taken 
on doing Grace Notes, for now, until we are in a position to re-open the search.  
Please continue to pray for Grace in this time of transition. 

https://www.elmwoodparkzoo.org/epzoo2u/
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Food Pantry Distribution and Contributions 
The food pantry at Emmanuel EEC (100 S Main Street) 
        Open May 5th  & 20th @ 5:30pm; May 14th & 28th @ 1 pm 
 
For food through the Hatfield Church of the Brethren, email hatfieldfood-
bank@yahoo.com for an appointment.  
 
Grace gathers non-perishable food items at our entrance in covered bins.  As you 
are able, we invite you to pick up food for a meal or household supplies for a 
neighbor while you re-supply your own kitchen.  
 
Food Needed at EEC’s Food Pantry 
Many thanks for your continued generosity for the people of our community who 
are hungry and unable to feed their families.  There are marked covered bins out-
side Grace’s main entrance doors (Stepping Stones entrance) where you can 
leave items as you are able. We take them to EEC’s food cupboard.  Please con-
sider picking up these kinds of staples when you re-supply your home. 
High priority items (we will update as we can): 
 
 Boxed Plain Pasta 
 1-2 lb. bags plain white rice (not “Minute”) 
 Tomato Soup including low sodium variety 
 Canned olives, mushrooms, spinach, beets 
 Garbanzo beans (chickpeas) 
 Canned fruit or applesauce - Large size 
 Toilet paper (individually wrapped), paper towels, tissues 
 Peanut Butter, Jelly 
 Canned meat and beef stew 
 100% fruit juice 
 Tuna in OIL 
 Toothpaste 
 Laundry detergent 
 Body & hand wash 
 Cake mix and icing parings 
 Pancake mix / pancake syrup  

mailto:hatfieldfoodbank@yahoo.com
mailto:hatfieldfoodbank@yahoo.com
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**** COVID 19 Update - It is with a heavy heart that I share that our VBS plan-
ning team met last night and we do not see a way to go forward with VBS as it 
has been in the past this summer.  HOWEVER!  That doesn't now mean we have 
given up.  The current plan is to reserve 7/22/20 on our calendar and if people 
are allowed to meet in groups by then, have a VBS like PARTY!  We can have a 
picnic, do arts and crafts, play games, sing songs, and have a service pro-
ject..  So please save the date for some sort of fun with your VBS family that 
week, and in the meantime stay safe and WASH YOUR HANDS! ***** 

2020 Hatfield Community VBS EVENT 

JULY 22nd  Times: TBD 

Hosted by: GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
40 N. Main Street, Hatfield PA 19440 

(215) 855-4676 
Families welcome to come and enjoy the party together. 

RSVP: TBD 
 

Check here for more information as it becomes available or “like” us on Face-
book at https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranHatfield to stay in the loop! 
Questions?  Leave a message at the church office for Laura  215-855-4676 

 

Summer Worship Schedule  
 

One worship service at 9:15 am 
 

Bible Story and Craft Time for Children  
 

As this newsletter goes to print, we do not know when we will return to Grace for 
our services. However, we are thinking about our return and that we would like to 
continue Bible Story and Craft time in some form. All of this will depend on the 
recommendations made by our governor, synod and church leaders. 
During our 9:15 am Summer Worship Services the children are invited to partici-
pate in the Bible Story and Craft Time. Kay Stone is organizing our volunteers to 
lead the Bible Story and Craft Time.  If you would like to volunteer please contact 
Kay.  Helpful hints will be provided to assist you in planning this fun event for our 
children.  
Follow Grace Notes for updated information. 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranHatfield
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Story From Laura Kratz:  
 
Council was asked to call church members. This was done to reach out and see 
if they needed anything. I also informed them of what was happening even while 
Grace was physically closed. I enjoyed these conversations and even received 
two cards with handwritten notes. So nice.  
 

I also am fortunate to live with my son and his wife and two of my grandsons. 
During these trying times we have found various ways to reach out to each other. 
Laura Kratz 

Reaching out to Help—Making Masks 
 

Liana Murphy is coordinating Grace’s efforts to gather face masks and to support 
those who are sewing them. 
The first batch she worked on went to Merck employees. 
 
You can help by donating fabric 
(100% cotton only) and/or elastic 
or by sewing some yourselves.  
These masks are washable/
reusable and are needed in so 
many places!  They require just 
fabric and ¼” elastic and are sim-
ple to construct.  Contact Liana for 
more information or to join her in 
this effort.   Use the specially 
marked bin at our entrance to do-
nate fabric or elastic or to put in 
your completed masks. 
 

Summer Wednesday Evening Fellowship Gatherings 
 

Stay tuned to Grace Notes and the June Parish News about these fun  

and delicious gatherings.  
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Office Phone: 215-855-4676 
Church Office:  : 
graceassistant40@gmail.com  
 
Pastor Janet Peterman, Interim 
Cell: 215-327-8727 
pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com 
 
Stepping Stones(215-369-2052)   
Jessica Moran, Director 
steppingstonesoffice@ 
verizon.net  

 May Important Dates 

 TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

See  Important  

Details Inside 

Grace Lutheran Church 

40 N. Main St. 

Hatfield, PA 19440-2905 

mailto:graceassistant40@gmail.com
mailto:pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com

