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A Letter from the Pastor 

Dear Friends at Grace, 
Grace had a wonderful time at its first transition workshop at 
the end of September as we reflected on HERITAGE, specifi-
cally the wondrous heritage of leaders and support since the 
fire at the end of 2011 that enabled Grace to get through that 
difficult tragedy and to come out on the other side so well. 
 
What’s next? 
It’s party time! 
Mission party time, that is! 
 
We gather on Sunday, November 10th – Martin Luther’s 
birthday! – he would have been 536 this year… – for our next 
transition workshop: a Café on Mission Priorities.   
 
Whereas last time we started with a game, this time the fun 
will include popcorn, a festive atmosphere, and musical 
chairs! 
 
Am I invited? 
YES!!! 
Members and Friends of Grace are invited 
Sunday, one worship service at 9:15 
Expanded Coffee Fellowship offerings to stave off your 
hunger 
Discussions in small groups to help us focus our Mission 
as we grow 
Lunch offered as we close the workshop 
Workshop concludes by about 12:45 
 
Have you noticed all the signs of new life and growth around 
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us? 
We have noticed, too:  lots of first time visitors; Stepping Stones growing 
again; new members in the choir and wonderful music; a new spirit of hopeful-
ness; the Stitchers’ events overflowing with people: 
What would you name? 
 
How would you like Grace to be known by those in the community in five 
years? 
How shall we focus our ministry efforts to assure Grace’s movement into a 
growing future? 
 
You don’t have to have come to the first workshop to come to the second on 
11/10 or the third on 12/8.  These conversations are important!  The Transition 
Leadership Team and I invite you.  Your voices are important.  I hope to see 
you there! 
 
Pastor Janet S. Peterman  

Stepping Stones Update 

Stepping Stones is growing, growing, growing! Throughout the month of October 
we kept very busy with visits from the fire truck, picture day, the Fall Festival, 
and a field trip to the Freddy Hill Pumpkin Patch but perhaps most excitingly of 
all as of October 21st all classrooms are operational throughout the school as 
our infant class, the Little Lambs, has finally opened!  It's so wonderful to see 
the school so busy!  In the month of November we look forward to many new 
things to come including a classroom door decorating contest, a food drive for 
Manna on Main Street, and a school-wide Thanksgiving Feast for Thanksgiv-
ing!  We hope for some church members to join us for some of our events so 
keep your eyes open for future announcements.  We're looking forward to a 
great November! 

Jessica Moran 
Director 
Stepping Stones Nursery School and Day Care  
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Photo Policy 
We may be taking photos or video recordings during Grace events. You will be 
giving your consent that any pictures and/or video taken may be published and/
or distributed by Grace Lutheran Church (i.e. Facebook, website, promotional 
materials) by attending these events.  Please let the Pastor or a Church Council 
member know if you would prefer that you and/or your child's image not be used. 

YOGA (Hatha) CLASS Back by Popular Demand.   
Class will be on Wednesday each week through December 11, 2019 (except 
11/27/19) from 6:30-7:30 pm. -  All-levels. Poses and sequences will work on us-
ing all parts of the body, and will vary from week to week. This will be suitable for 
those with some yoga experience but also for anyone with little to none, as op-
tions will be offered for the various poses. The goal is to work on strength and 
flexibility gradually while gaining an ability to focus on breath and awareness. 
 
WHERE:  Grace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 
  40 N. Main Street, Hatfield, PA 
COST:  $5/class or $65 for all 13 classes    
 (Make checks payable to:  Grace Lutheran Church) 
WHO:  Ages 18 and up 
What is needed:  exercise mat  
    (let me know if you need one)   
 Invite a friend or family member everyone is welcome.   
Contact Kathy Stawasz if interested.   

Who Are You Thankful For? 
 
We all have people in our lives that we are thankful for - so during the month of 

November and early December, let’s take the time to send them a note to tell 

them how much we care.  In the hallway you will find cards, pens and a church 

directory.  Just write your card, sign your name or not, and drop it in the treasure 

chest.  The InReach Team will mail all the cards the second week in December.   

You have the power to make someone’s day! 



 

Page 4 Daycare Donations; WELCA; Prayers 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
 

John Fischer   Elijah Krout   Doug Boldon 

Ralph and Carol Buffone Joan Lattanze   Dale Moyer 

Suzanne Colville  Laura Cooper   Jennifer Kaler-Thomas 

Paige Haldeman  Bob Kaler    Wendy Amparano  

Marilyn Homan   Nancy Sellers   Pam Matolicz  

Ron and Karen Hudson Cindy Kunkel   Lisa Kane    

Dorene Bobb   Beth Brown    Annette Beyer 

Joe Hopkins   Liz Bauer    Cassi Lambert   

Keira Drissel   Andy Armstrong (Friend of MacDonalds)    

 Kristopher Yoder  Mandie and Emmett  Gerry Mason   

Xavier Jackson   Margaret Stangl   Bill Shaffer 

Pastor Lee (Phila. Korean Church) 
 

For all who grieve, including: The family and friends of Charles’ Roney’s 
mother; Bob Darde; Fred Matolicz; Emily Stangl (John’s niece); Lillian Busch-
man (Kerry Stone’s grandmother); Shannon Ryan; Chip and Anne Wood; John 
C. Stalder (Bruce Schmidt’s uncle); and Dutch Afflerbach (Kathie’s husband) 

Donations needed for Stepping Stones: 
 
We're trying to make a snack that is all inclusive for some of our children with al-
lergies.  We are looking for donations for the following items: 

 Mini chocolate chips   
 raisins 
 mini marshmallows    
 popped popcorn 
 corn chex cereal    
 shelled sunflower seeds 

A basket can be found in the narthex in which to place your donations with addi-
tional lists for you to take along. 

WELCA  will meet Wednesday, November 6th at 10am at Grace.  After Bible 
Study, we will enjoy a bag lunch together.  Come and learn about a Psalm and 
perhaps try you hand at writing one.  Dessert will be provided.   
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 Minister of Music  
 

Hello and greetings to everyone of Grace Church. As a new kid on the block 
you've graciously welcomed and treated me with the kindest thoughts and 
words. Thank you. As you get to know me, you'll find I do like a fun sense of hu-
mor but I'm also determined to do a good job. That means getting to know you 
and to put together many pieces of what makes music special to Grace 
Church.  It definitely includes the hymns we sing each week and to accompany 
them on piano or organ so that songs feel inspiring and meaningful to you dur-
ing worship.  I've played the organ since I was 12 years and I love that I can 
continue doing this for the congregation of Grace.   
 
Come make a joyful noise! I welcome interested singers to choir this season 
and to include special efforts to help make rehearsals fun, relaxed, educational, 
and above all, a gift to you in the way of sharing music together.  Over the next 
several weeks you hopefully will enjoy some instrumental music, vocals, an-
thems and Pastor Janet encourages me to help Worship and Music find some 
additional liturgy music for worship.  
 
Please feel welcome to say hello to me if I've not met you. I'm hoping to get to 
know all of you and I look forward to our worship services each week. 
 
Many thanks and blessings to you every day,  
 
Kevin Freaney  

Sweets for Sharing 
 

Baking this holiday season?  Can you bake an 

extra dozen for someone that can use some-

thing sweet to brighten up their holiday?  Drop 

your cookies or candies off in the kitchen or at 

155 Forrest Way, Hatfield by December 11th by 

6:30 pm.  Then join the InReach Team in pack-

ing them up at 7 pm.  We guarantee you will 

have fun! 



 

 November Serving Schedule 

Nov 3 10 17 24 

Communion  
Assist -8am 

Andrea Roney One Joanne Moyer Ken Seiler 

Lector - 8am Karen Seiler  Service Kitty Heckler Kitty Heckler 

Acolyte - 8am Ken Seiller  at David Kunkel Anna Walter 

Ushers -8am Ken Seiler & Bob 
Smyrl 

 9:15 am  Davie Kunkel Walter Family 

Greeters - 
8am 

Diane Ball See below:  Diane Ball Diane Ball 

Altar Guild -  
8am 

Nancy Sellers   Nancy Sellers Nancy Sellers 

Comm.  
Assist 10:30 

Kathy Stawasz Anna Walter NA Jaime Snyder 

Lector - 
10:30am 

Micah Slugg Bob Reilly Bob Kaler Carol  
MacDonald 

Acolyte - 
10:30am 

Seth & Gianna 
Hercolini 

Olivia & Sami 
Stone 

Seth & Gianna 
Hercolini 

Olivia & Kay 
Stone 

Ushers -
10:30am 

Kay Deussing & 
Kay Stone 

Jeff Krout & 
Matt Slugg 

Kay Deussing 
& Kay Stone 

Carol & Paul 
MacDonald 

Greeters - 
10:30am 

Mary Jane & 
Dale Moyer 

Kay Deussing Crystal Tula Dale & Mary 
Jane Moyer 

Altar Guild - 
10:30am 

Emily & Rich 
Woltmann 

Nancy Sellers NA Rich & Emily 
Woltmann 

Flower  
Delivery 

Kathy Stawasz Carol  
MacDonald 

Lori Pluda Kay & Frank 
Stone 

Nursery Crystal Tula Kerry &  
Lindsey Stone 

Bonnie & Kim 
Stangl 

Jamie Snyder 
& Helper 
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Council Duties:    8am - Joanne Moyer; 
     10:30am - Jaime Snyder 
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Our Regular Worship will be an 8am Communion Service and a 10:30am service with 
communion on the 1st and 4th Sundays.   Sunday School will be at 9:15am unless oth-
erwise noted. Calvary Korean Church will use the sanctuary each Sunday starting at 
12:30 pm.     
         
      

Sun Nov 3, 2019 Regular Worship Schedule  - All Saints Sunday 
    5:00pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
Mon Nov 4, 2019 7:15pm Giving In Service at Kay Stone’s home 
Tue Nov 5, 2019 7:00pm Stitchers 
    7:00pm  Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
Wed Nov 6, 2019 10:00am WELCA 
    6:30pm Yoga 
    7:15pm Worship & Music 
Thu Nov 7, 2019 7:00pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
    7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Fri Nov 8, 2019  All Day Ladies Tea Setup 
Sat Nov 9, 2019  2:00pm Ladies Tea 

 
Sun Nov 10, 2019 9:15am One Worship Service - no SCS 
    10:30am Transition Workshop 
    2:30pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
Mon Nov 11, 2019 7:30pm Christian Connections 
Tue Nov12, 2019 7:15pm Property Committee 
    7:00pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
Wed Nov 13, 2019 6:30pm Yoga 
Thu Nov 14, 2019 7:00pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 

 
Sun Nov 17, 2019 Regular Worship Schedule - Newsletter Items Due 
    2:30pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
Mon Nov 18, 2019 6:30pm TLT Meeting 
Tue Nov 19, 2019 7:00pm Council 
    7:00pm  Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
Wed Nov 20, 2019 11:00am Bible Study at Joan Amunden’s 
    6:30pm Yoga 
Thu Nov 21, 2019 7:00pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
    7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Fri Nov 22, 2019 6:30pm Cub Pack 510 Meeting 

 
Sun Nov 24, 2019 Regular Worship Schedule  
    2:30pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal  
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Tue Nov 26, 2019 10:00am Newsletters Mailed 
    7:00pm Laymen Playmen Rehearsal 
Wed Nov 27, 2019 7:30pm Thanksgiving Eve Service - Heidelberg UCC 
Thu Nov 28, 2019 Office Closed 
Fri Nov 29, 2019 Office Closed 

 
 
 
Adopt-A-Family Christmas Project 2019 
 
 
 
 

In our local stores, we see the signs of the Christmas Season!  For many of us it 
is a time of joy and excitement. For others in our community, it is a time to won-
der how they will provide for their families at this time of the year. 
 
Grace members and friends are invited to provide gifts to families in our area to 
help them celebrate a traditional family Christmas and to experience sharing gifts 
with their family. The Hatfield Christmas Committee organizes the gift giving for 
our area families and delivers these gifts in time for Christmas Day.  We know 
these families are located in our area, but their identities remain confidential.  
Each family must complete a survey and are carefully screened as far as their 
immediate needs.  
 
We hope you will plan on doing some Christmas shopping for our families this 
year.  Watch for more information in Grace Notes and for the display in the nar-
thex during the month of November.  Suggested items for each family will be 
available for your choosing.  What a wonderful way to begin the Advent Season 
by giving to one of our families.   
 
The Giving in Service Team – Jean Shaffer, Lori Pluda, Diane Ball,  
    Carol MacDonald, Mary Jane Moyer, and Kay Stone 
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North Penn Area CROP WALK      
Sunday, October 6, 2019 

 

For nearly half a century, CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more people 
worldwide have access to nutritious, sustainable food sources. From combating 
droughts in Nicaragua to providing agricultural training in Indonesia to stocking 
shelves in hundreds of food pantries across the United States, CROP Hunger 
Walks help end hunger by raising funds to support local food programs and the 
international anti-hunger work of Church World Service.            (From the CROP 
Hunger Walk website) 
 
Sunday, Oct. 6th was a cool but mostly dry day for two of our Grace members 

who participated in the 2019 CROP WALK.  Their mission:  to help raise funding 

for those in need of food both locally and globally.  Special thanks to Kathy Sta-

wasz and Jean Shaffer for raising over $600 for CROP. Thank you to all the 

sponsors who supported our walkers.   

. 

Soupathon is Back! 
 

Have you enjoyed the tasty soup lovingly made by the InReach Team and Grace 

volunteers?  On November 10th we will have delicious quarts of soup on sale. 

Since we will be having one service that day for a congregation transition meet-

ing, it will be easy to pick up.  Sign-up sheets for soup makers and consumers 

are in the Narthex so order yours today! A very limited amount and type of soup 

will be available that day without a preorder. Just fill out the form below and leave 

it in the basket in the Narthex or give it to one of the InReach Team members.  

Then just heat up and enjoy! 
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Attention all Serving Volunteers....Thank you for serving in 2019.  It is that time 
of year when we put together the 2020 serving schedule. If you are currently 
scheduled to serve and do not want to serve in 2020 please let the person in 
charge know by 12/1/20.  If we do not here from you we will keep you on the 
schedule.  We are also looking for NEW volunteers.   Please feel free to talk to 
anyone in charge of a serving area. THANKS!! 
 We are also in need of a leader for the Lectors. If you are interested please call 
Kathy Stawasz 215-760-6297.  Thank You Karen Seiler for all your years of ser-
vice as the leader of the lectors. 
 
 8/10:30 - Altar Guild - Emily Woltmann - 215-822-5909 

 8/10:30 - Communion Assistants - Carol MacDonald - 215-872-0472 

 8/10:30 - Lectors - Leader needed  
     if interested call Kathy Stawasz 215-760-6297 

 8/10:30 - Acolytes - Kathy Stawasz - 215-760-6297 

 8/10:30 - Ushers - Kay Stone - 267-218-2124 

 8/10:30 - Greeters - Tami Sarm - 215-740-9980 

 8/10:30 - Coffee Hour - Lori Pluda - 215-361-3456 
 10:30 - Nursery - Kathy Stawasz - 215-760-6297 
 10:30 - Flower Deliver - Kathy Stawasz - 215-760-6297 
 10:30 - Paraments - Emily Woltmann - 215-822-5909 

Outdoor Sign Updates: Grace is excited to announce that we now have 2 volun-

teers to keep the outdoor signs updated.  Crystal Tula and Laura Slugg made 

their first update this week.  It’s not too exciting, but now the community knows 

what our Sunday morning schedule is for the fall. Our tentative plan is to update 

the signs on Broad Street and Main Street at least once a month, probably on the 

2nd Thursday of the month.  

 

Please let the office know about special events that you would like to have high-

lighted on one of both of the outdoor signs. If you think of a catchy or profound 

saying, sent us those too!   

tel:(215)%20822-5909
tel:(215)%20872-0472
tel:(215)%20760-6297
tel:(215)%20740-9980
tel:(215)%20361-3456
tel:(215)%20760-6297
tel:(215)%20760-6297
tel:(215)%20822-5909
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Harvest Home Sunday 

September 29th  
 

 

 

THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! 
 
Harvest Home was celebrated on Sunday, September 29th.  Thank you to all who 
gave items for our neighbors in Hatfield and Lansdale.  These offerings were 
shared with Manna on Main Street in Lansdale and The Food Cupboard at our 
neighbor church, Emmanuel Evangelical Congregational Church in Hatfield.   
 
Thanks also to those of you who chose to use your envelope included in your of-
fering envelope box that was designated for Harvest Home Sunday.  These 
gifts will be given to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  You will be providing funds 
needed for our neighbors in countries around the world. 
 
The Giving In Service Team thanks you for these gifts that you shared with those 
in need. 

Jesus Birthday Party 

Saturday December 14th 

10am-12Noon 

All invited to join in on some Christmas fun, Sing carols, learn what a phono-
graph is, make crafts, learn about Chrismons, snacks and Birthday Cake for 

Jesus, and then a surprise visit from? 

This is a great parent child, grandma, grandpa event, 

Won’t you please join us? 

RSVP to Lori Pluda, 215-361-3456 

Prayers of praise and thanksgiving to God with the Stone family for the birth 
on 10/14 of Emma Marie Stone, first child of Mark and Jen Stone and grandchild 
of Kay and Frank.  God’s richest blessings! 
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  Wilkum!  
 

Save the date for the Ladies Fall Tea on Saturday November 9th 
from 2-4pm 
 
We will all be Pennsylvannia Dutch as we welcome Keith 

Brintzenhoff from Kutztown, who will entertain us with folksongs, 4 instruments, 
share his humor and history.  
Sign up poster will be coming soon, and as always, look for the silver platter dis-
play—this year we will welcome PA Dutch cookies, pies, quick bread or anything 
PA dutch—come share your family history if you like. Feel free to extend an invi-
tation of welcome to those outside the church community, they will be sure to en-
joy the time together with us. 
Mer hoff mer sehn eich datt- “We hope we see you there”!!! Any questions con-
tact Lori Pluda, please call to add any guests after the table set up deadline of 
Thursday November 7th . 

Note:  The Laymen Playmen box office does not open until Dec 1, 2019 
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Conversations about Homosexuality: Where are we? 
 
As part of the transition process, Grace will need to come back to the conversa-
tion about homosexuality and ministry because there are certain things that need 
to be clear in the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) that we submit to the synod to 
launch the call process, things that pastoral candidates will want to know, that 
Grace’s Call Committee will need to be able to discuss with candidates.  
Pastor Peterman has proposed a process to Council that they affirmed at their 
October meeting.  She began by letting them know that when the ELCA, our de-
nomination, decided in 2009, after decades of study about human sexuality, in-
cluding many other facets, but also homosexuality, to allow the ordination of 
openly partnered gay or lesbian people to be pastors of our Church for those 
congregations who desired to call them as their pastors, they first passed another 
resolution – that people across the ELCA learn to listen to each other across the 
divide of this sensitive and emotional issue.   
 
In January, after the holidays and after the basic transition workshops are com-
pleted, Pastor plans to lead the people of Grace through a study of the scripture 
texts that people on both sides of this issue appeal to support their positions.  
She’ll review texts both about homosexuality in general and on the question of 
marriage specifically.  In each case, she’ll lead people present through a series of 
reflections on the material using the Dialogue Circle method, where participants 
will be asked to write their reflections on the material down for the Council to re-
view.  They will then be given an opportunity to share their reflections with the 
others present.  As an experienced and neutral facilitator, Pastor Peterman will 
assist participants to speak their reflections to each other to assist peoples’ deep-
er hearing of each other. 
 
The written material, with participants’ permission, then goes to Council for their 
review, after which they will decide upon and send recommendations for a con-
gregational vote on two questions: (1) May a person who next serves as Pastor 
of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, as a matter of their conscience, offer pas-
toral care to gay and lesbian people in ways that they see fit, which might in-
clude counseling, baptism of their children, and might also include civil commit-
ment ceremonies and/or marriage? and (2) May the marriage of a gay or lesbian 
couple be held in this next pastorate be held in the sanctuary of Grace Lutheran 
Church.   This second question is not a question that belongs to the Pastor, but is 



 

Conversations cont. ;  2020 Flower Sponsors Page 15 

a congregational decision. 
What happens then? 
The Council has voted that the Congregation will vote on recommendations of 
the Council on these two questions that need to appear on the Profile (the 
MSP) that gets submitted to the Synod to launch the Call Process.  This would 
likely be done in a separate congregational meeting, as the MSP will not quite 
be ready at the time of the Annual Meeting slated for January 25th. 
 
What has happened in other places that have used this method with Pr 
Peterman? 
This is not an easy topic to discuss and we are divided – as a nation, as a 
Church, as a community, and as a congregation.  The method provides several 
ways within it, though, for us to remember what unites us – Christ Jesus, our 
Lord, for one; our love for Grace, and each other, for another; and helps us to 
learn to listen more deeply. 
That still doesn’t make it easy, but it is not inflammatory.  It is reflective, honest, 
faithful, and respectful. 
 
What’s next?  How can we prepare? 
The session will be offered on two different dates, one daytime during the week 

and another on a Sunday afternoon after the 10:30 am worship service, identi-

cal in content, offered to make it possible for the widest range of people to be 

able to participate.  Watch for the dates!  We cherish your participation.  We 

ask for your prayers for the life of Grace as we walk through this transition to-

gether and prepare for these conversations. 

Altar Flower sponsors needed for 2020 - New sign up 
sheets are posted in the Narthex for 2020 flower sponsors. 
Sponsor your special day now!  Questions - contact Kathy 
Stawasz. Thank you.  



 

Office Phone: 215-855-4676 
Church Office:   
Kathie Afflerbach, Admin: 
graceassistant40@gmail.com  
 
Pastor Janet Peterman, Interim 
Cell: 215-327-8727 
pastorgracehatfield@gmail.com 
 
Stepping Stones(215-369-2052)   
Jessica Moran, Director 
steppingstonesoffice@ 
verizon.net  

November 2019 

Nov 3  All Saints Day 

Nov 9  Ladies Tea 

Nov 10  Transition Workshop - all invited 

Nov 27  Thanksgiving Eve Service @ 

    Heidelberg UCC 
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